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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Winter Season 


Douglas James 
University of Arkansas 


a pair of winters with completely opposite char- 

acteristics, it is doubtful that the result would 
be as nearly perfect as what has occurred naturally the 
past two years. In the winter of 1957-58, a tremen- 
dous avalanche involving thirteen irruptive boreal 
species smothered most of the nation. This winter, like 
the one in 1956-57, was almost a complete void in 
this regard. Accentuating this avian partial vacuum, 
distributional trends which would have helped fill the 
vacancy were largely lacking. Two such events occurred 
in the East last year; the northward displacement of 
several wintering populations, and an ‘‘echo”’ invasion 
by western species. The current condition of bird 
scarcity was aggravated by still low populations of 
some common winter resident species in many areas. 
In the West the situation was somewhat different. 
Admittedly, a boreal invasion did not develop; 
however, mild weather and abundant food apparently 
caused a general inhibition in both southward move- 
ment and altitudinal movement. The weather also was 
incriminated in the absence in many parts of the 
western lowlands of Cedar Waxwings and Robins, 
which presumably remained northward or at high 
altitudes. 

The pattern of weather conditions also produced 
some striking contrasts in the two consecutive winters. 
The tragic mortality-producing severity in the South- 
east a year ago was not duplicated, the weather there 
this winter being near normal. However, the North- 
east and Middle West endured another hard winter, 
which, unlike last year, did not wait until after the 
first of the year to arrive, but began early producing 
an extremely cold December. Consequently, bodies of 
fresh water became frozen early, and permanently, 
drastically reducing the winter resident water-bird 
populations. The mildness in the West was identical 
to last winter and again included Alaska. 

The Decimated Species.—It is truly remarkable the 
excellent way in which the population dynamics of 
the so-called “disaster species’ have been thoroughly 
documented in the pages of Audubon Field Notes in 
the interval since the beginning of this phenomenon 
was discussed here unknowingly a year ago. Unques- 
tionably this is one of the major accomplishments of 
Audubon Field Notes and marks an important coop- 
erative enterprise in field ornithology. The regional 
editors and their contributors deserve congratulations. 
However, the story is not completed yet. 

Before adding a new chapter it is mecessary to 
describe the prior events to perpetuate context, even 
at the price of redundancy following Dr. Newman's 
superb summary in the fall Changing Seasons (Audu- 
bon Field Notes 13:4). The germ of disaster accom- 
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panied the mid-winter arrival and sub 


| yueNt tena. 
cious grip of severe weather a year ag throughout 
the eastern half of the country, attaining record. 


breaking proportions in the extreme Southeast. Bird 
mortality directly or indirectly attributable to the cold 
was widespread both taxonomically and geographically. 
It was not until the cold-delayed spring migration 
was over, however, that the full impact of the winter 
finally was realized—so drastically had it reduced 
some species which winter in the Southeast that 
their populations were spectacularly low. The pattern 
set by winter was perpetuated by sheer momentum 
through spring and into summer, producing a generally 
cold and wet nesting period in the East. If the breed. 
ing season was not relatively unsuccessful, it was at 
least disrupted by these conditions, beginning late 
and lasting later than usual. Most of the regional 
editors in the affected area independently concluded 
that the breeding populations were low in. those 
species that failed to appear in normal numbers during 
migration. By fall, when warm weather finally arrived 
to delay migration in some quarters, these birds were 
called “disaster species,’” and some indications sug. 
gested that the summer productivity had overcome the 
deficit in numbers. However, alarm over a dearth of 
the ‘disaster species” still prevailed. This meant that 
some factor possibly had prevented a return to normal 
populations; perhaps an unsuccessful nesting season, 
some extraordinary migration peril, or were they 
decimated to such an extent by the previous winter 
that a one-season recovery was impossible? Again this 
winter the tumult of concern over the “‘disaster 
species” has abated considerably. Still there is plenty 
of evidence in the pages which follow that a specter 
of the rigorousness of last winter remains. With the 
addition of this latest chapter it is evident, then, that 
the last word must await the end of the next breeding 
season, and the opportunity to restore the depleted 
populations to nearer normal levels of abundance. 
In spite of a startling uniformity in opinion con- 
cerning a general reduction in eastern bird popula- 
tions, an observation that has enjoyed tenure for 
nearly a year, there has been some disagreement about 
the species which should be included in the list of 
those affected. Not only have discrepancies occurred 
in the roll call of the “disaster species’ which 
winter in the United States, but a poorly defined group 
of species which winter south of these borders fre- 
quently has been appended. (The latter probably 
would be “disaster species” by virtue of a different 
disaster than the former.) Throughout this confusion. 
however, four species commanded the spotlight, East- 
ern Phoebe, House Wren, Hermit Thrush and Eastern 
Bluebird, all of which occur in winter in the area 
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stated by the coldness last year. 
spring of 1958, seventeen independ- 
lists of the “disaster species” have 
pages of Audubon Field Notes; the 
Eastern Phoebe has been included in sixteen of them, 
the House Wren in eleven, the Hermit Thrush in ten 
and the Eastern Bluebird in fifteen. Seven of these 
oe ranked the species in order of importance. The 
Eastern Phoebe was among the first four a total of 
sx times, the House Wren four times, the Hermit 
Thrush three times, and the Eastern Bluebird six 
times. No other species approached the records of 
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these four. In the same period the separate regional 
species analyses have supported the list ratings since 
there has been little written which did not mention 
a scarcity of the primary four species, and there has 
been a minimum of disagreement concerning their 
status. 

Undeniably, the Eastern Phoebe, House Wren, 
Hermit Thrush and Eastern Bluebird deserve the name 
disaster. species.” Some of the others also may 
qualify for this dubious distinction, but a conserva- 
tive view would recognize that the lack of unanimity 
concerning their status could be due to local quirks 
in distribution. Certainly idiosyncrasies of this sort 
were in the offing in the unusual nature of the spring 
migration and nesting season. It is noteworthy that 
the four undisputed “disaster species’’ were all sub- 
jected to the most clearly documented disaster-produc- 
ing incident of the past year, the extreme cold in the 
Southeast in early 1958. 

Verification of Field Experience ——Conclusions con- 
cerning bird abundance that are derived from opinions 
devoid of quantitative data understandably are open 
to suspect. Yet, when there is agreement between the 
various Regions, the very existence of the concurrence 
spells credibility since it derives from independent 
appraisals. Each field observer sends his individual 
impression to the regional editor who summarizes 
the reports uninfluenced by his counterpart in other 
regions. The writer of the Changing Seasons is the 
frst one to review all the regional reports and to 
agreement is a verification, just as agreement 
within the separate regions forcefully supports an 
event. Nevertheless, it is reassuring to corroborate 
pinion with numerical data. In the relatively young 
study of bird abundance based on casual field observa- 
tions, numerical confirmation is sorely needed because 
4 foundation based on this kind of support has not 
been established. An expert judge of livestock is able 
to reach a decision without making the tedious tests 
and measurements that would confirm his conclusions, 
and his opinion is respected because a vast experience 
has demonstrated that the opinions of judges coincide 
with the desired results. The desired result of opinions 
about bird abundance based on field observations is 
that they should reflect the actual situation as it 
exists in nature. Therefore, it is commendable that 
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coincident with the period of preoccupation with 
the disaster species” there have been several analyses 
dased on quantitative data that largely confirm field 
experience. Most of these originated with Dr. Newman 
and Dr. Stevenson, who have a record of generosity 
in providing these time-consuming summaries; but 
joined in, some like Wendell Smith in 
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North Carolina on a local level within a Region. 
This winter Dr. Newman compared the current Christ- 
mas Counts in the Central Southern Region with those 
of last year and found that some species had declined 
markedly in population in the interim. Because of the 
cold period, extensive bird mortality and subsequent 
reports of low abundance followed the Christmas 
Counts last year, this jibes with field experience. In 
presenting a similar analysis of the Florida Region 
Christmas Counts, but using a different technique, 
Dr. Stevenson ably demonstrated the same phenom- 
enon. Considering only those species which decreased 
this year there are differences in the rank-order and 
composition in the lists of these two investigators. 
Some of these are artificial, due to the differences in 
approach, some are due to geographical differences, 
but some apparently are the result of different abun- 
dances or sampling errors. In spite of the dissimilari- 
ties the four primary cold-sensitive species mentioned 
previously are included in both lists, in fact they are 
the top four on the list from the Central Southern 
Region. Dr. Newman also explored the prevailing 
impression that in general in the past year the kinds 
and numbers of birds have decreased, and found that 
the Christmas Counts did not support this contention. 

Population Reductions, A Recurring Event.—The 
use of only a single year as a standard, like solely 
the data from last year, has been a deficiency in some 
of the comparisons of population levels utilizing 
numerical data. If these comparisons are employed 
to judge the relative nature of the current population 
in terms of what is normally expected, then last year’s 
data are assumed to have certain definite characteris- 
tics, principally that the populations of the species 
investigated were “average.” Otherwise, one must 
guard against substituting “this year the population 
is lower than normal” for “this year the population 
is lower than Jast year.” For example, based on a 
limited comparison, population declines this year 
merely could be a return to normalcy. 

A test of this idea might emerge from an in- 
vestigation of the long term relationship between 
population levels and the severity of winter using 
the species which have been shown to be the most 
susceptible. In Table 1 each population value is a 
compilation of four Christmas Counts reduced to a 
standard based on 100 party-hours, #e., the total 
number in all four counts per 100 party-hours. Three 
groups of values were obtained for each species by 
selecting four counts in each of three tiers. The 
member stations in each tier were chosen partly by 
latitude, partly by climatic considerations, partly on 
the basis of the number of participants—the more 
the better—, and partly by what was available in 
producing a sequence of data over the twenty-one 
year period. Nashville, Tenn., Louisville, Ky., Lexing- 
ton, Va., and Washington, D. C., comprised the 
northern tier; Memphis, Tenn., Birmingham, Ala., 
Atlanta, Ga., and Chapel Hill, N. C., the middle tier; 
and Pensacola, St. Marks, St. Petersburg, Fla., and 
Charleston, S. C., the southern tier. A weather station 
was selected to represent each tier, Nashville, Birming- 
ham and Pensacola, and four kinds of weather infor- 
mation were obtained: the total number of days in 
each October through April in which the minimum 
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semperature 32° F. or lower; and 20° F. or 
ower; and the total number of days each October 
through December which satished the same two 
requirements. Out of a total of 336 possibilities there 
were nine instances when a count was not taken. The 
-eulting gaps in the data were filled by interpolation 
stilizing the other stations in the tier for three years 

either side of the missing year. The population 
¢ the House Wren was large enough for considera- 
“ion only in the southern tier. The other species were 
ibundant enough in all tiers. 

The prevailing concept concerning the “disaster 
species,” that they were reduced by the cold last 
vinter to where they were unable to recover in one 
breeding season, may be tested on a long range basis 
by computing the coefficients of correlation between 
‘he Christmas Count data and the corresponding tem- 
serature values the previous winter. The statistically 
significant negative coefficients of correlation in the 
middle and southern tiers for all the species except 
the House Wren (Table 2) show that whenever a 
winter had a particularly large number of cold days 
the population levels of the species concerned were 
relatively lower the ensuing winter, and vice versa. 
Of course, to affect the population the ensuing winter, 
‘he weather must have drastically reduced the popu- 
lation in the current one. Therefore, if Christmas 
came the end of February one would have expected 
the correlation coefficients to be much higher since the 
-alculations would have derived from contemporaneous 
population and temperature figures. As it is, however, 
the measure of a winter must await the Christmas 
Count the following year and be subject to distortion 
by the vicissitudes of an intervening breeding season 
and two migrations. In summary, the basic contention 
has been confirmed and also enlarged considerably— 
not only does severe winter weather reduce Eastern 
Phoebe, Hermit Thrush and Eastern Bluebird popula- 








Table 2. Statistically significant coefficients of cor- 
relation between bird populations and 
temperature values the previous winter. 





Temperature Correlation Level of 


te Pies 

Middle Tier 45 € efficient significance 
Eastern Phoebe 32 —0.586 O01 
Eastern Phoebe 20 —0.505 .02 
Hermit Thrusha 32 —0.574 05 
Eastern Bluebird 32 —0.456 05 

Southern Tier 
Eastern Phoebe 32 —0.507 02 
Hermit Thrush 32 —0.529 .02 
Hermit Thrush 20 —0.444 05 
Eastern Bluebird 32 —0.577 01 
Eastern Bluebird 20 —0.435 05 


a peer trom 1946 to 1958; all the others are from 
7358 to 1958 











“ons below their normal levels, but mild winters pro- 
duce higher than normal populations, and this pheno- 
regularly is manifested the subsequent 
is not unique to the recent two winters, but 
has been ox urring the last twenty-one years. 

complete absence of significant correlation 
the northern tier might confirm the 
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puzzling heavy mortality of birds in the extreme 
Southeast last winter when the death-dealing condi- 
tions were not as severe as those regularly experienced 
and endured by the same species farther north. Perhaps 
the individuals of a species that winter in more north- 
ern localities are less sensitive to fluctuations in cold 
weather because they are accustomed to generally 
colder conditions, or owing to their climatic environ- 
ment they are less insectivorous than their southern 
counterparts. Insect populations are the first to suc- 
cumb to the intrusions of cold weather southward. 
The importance of the insect food source is further 
implicated in the occurrence of more and higher cor- 
relation coefficients at the 32° F. temperature level 
than at the 20° F. level (Table 2). The former is 
probably enough to inhibit insect activity, a process 
that is enhanced very little by the more sporadic 
colder weather. 

The prevalence of food in early winter may be 
the factor that prevents a statistically significant rela- 
tionship between the Christmas Count population 
levels and the winter weather from October through 
December of the same year. This suggests that until 
the food supply becomes critically short in late winter 
it acts as a buffer against the deprivations of weather. 
This may be tested further by comparing the post- 
December weather with the populations the ensuing 
year, which has not been done. 

The absence of significant correlations involving 
House Wren populations does not necessarily mean 
that its population levels are independent of weather, 
although it causes one to look expectantly to the 
reports last summer where this species was thought 
finally to have nearly regained its former abundance 
in a delayed spring migratory surge. However, a 
correlation could be masked by the many variables in 
the Christmas Count technique—a handicap it was 
hoped would be minimized by combining several 
counts, and selecting those that had the most partici- 
pants, and, consequently, the greatest number of indi- 
vidual birds. The nature of the House Wren could 
make it more liable to sampling error than the other 
species. Also, the best expression of the climatic 
conditions may have been ignored. A correlation with 
extremely cold weather or prolonged periods of cold 
weather would be better than using the departure 
from normal values, since temperatures may average 
below normal without concomitant severe weather. 

Finally, a comparison of the 1957-58 Christmas 
Count data with those in 1958-59 (Table 1) dramat- 
ically emphasizes the phenomenon of population de- 
cline the past year—and half of the values from this 
winter represent the lowest level of population in the 
last twenty-one years: Eastern Phoebe in the southern 
tier, Hermit Thrush in the middle tier, and the Eastern 
Bluebird in all three tiers. 

Southward Movement of Birds from the North.— 
By last year’s standards very few birds irrupted out 
of the North, but except for the Evening Grosbeak 
and Purple Finch, those that did appear were unique. 
Beginning in February and climaxing in March, Red- 
necked Grebes arrived all across the northern tier of 
states from New England to Illinois, and one individ- 
ual ventured as far south as the northern Gulf coast 
of Florida. Starting much earlier, the invasion of the 
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Black-backed Three-Toed Woodpecker was fully de- 
scribed in the fall Changing Seasons, except that now 
the Western Great Lakes Region may be added to 
the invasion area. However, everything else was com- 
pletely overshadowed by the Bohemian Waxwing, 
which staged the biggest invasion since the last cen- 
tury according to Dr. Gunn in the Ontario—Western 
New York Region, or better yet, Dr. Scott says that 
“this winter has seen the most massive invasion of 
Bohemian Waxwings we have on record” in the Great 
Basin, Central Rocky Mountain Region. It is academic 
to wonder whether Dr. Scott’s records extend into the 
last century, but it is inescapably clear that this was 
a big year from coast for the Bohemian 
Waxwing. The distribution of this species commanded 
a special interest, which has resulted in a detailed 
documentation in the pages which follow. The pene- 
tration in the Great Plains area extended to the Salt 
Plains Refuge and Norman, Oklahoma. 

Employing the terminology introduced last winter 
(Audubon Field Notes 12:257), the invaders this 
year which were included in the table of irruptive 
boreal species are rated as follows: Black-backed 
Three-Toed Woodpecker, East—large, Middle West— 
slight, West—none; Evening Grosbeak, East—fair, 
Middle West—fair, West—slight; Purple Finch, East 
—fair, none elsewhere. 

East and West Movements.—The reverberations of 
the grand invasion of the East by western species in 
1956-57 seems to be completely dissipated for not 
even an “echo” was produced this winter. By com- 
parison the eastern species in the West seemed more 
numerous than usual. 

Loons and Grebes.—This group of birds attracted 
considerable notice. Apparently despairing of the inac- 
cessible frozen lakes in the Northeast, Common Loons 
were present in unusually high numbers in the Cen- 
tral Southern and South Texas Regions, and Dr. Baum- 
gartner thought this species ‘appeared to be more 
common than during any previous winter’’ in the 
Southern Great Plains. Another loon in this latter 
area, the Red-throated Loon, added Oklahoma to the 
itinerary of its distribution. Like the Red-necked 
Grebe discussed previously, the Eared Grebe exhibited 
some distributional irregularities. Not since the winter 
of 1955-56 has this species wandered as far eastward 
in numbers as in this winter: Baton Rouge, La.; 
Reelfoot Lake, Tenn.; and three separate localities in 
the eastern Middlewestern Prairie Region. This east- 
ward movement was supported by an unusually high 
count of 167 near the eastern edge of its winter range 
off the Gulf Coast of Texas. The invasion of coastal 
waters by hordes of small herring, smelt and related 
fish brought a spectacular entourage of loons and 
grebes temporarily to the southern California coast. 

Shearwaters, Petrels, Pelicans and Boobies.—A spe- 
cimen of the Cory’s Shearwater and of the Harcourt’s 
Petrel added two new birds to the Florida state list. 
The coastal occurrence of the latter species is almost 
as unique as the record itself since the fifth edition 
of the AOU Check-List shows that most of the North 
American records of this marine species are from 
inland localities. Associated perhaps with the inshore 
movement of fish, a great assortment of pelagic birds 
was observed from the beaches of California. 
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The White Pelican wintering popula: 


ae vas €x 
traordinarily large in southern Florid, h con. 
trasts sharply with the status of the B: Pelican 
along the northern Gulf Coast. The species 
apparently was even rarer than last in the 
Central Southern Region. The devastating Hurricane 
Audrey, which focused on the western Louisiana 
coast in late June 1957, was thought lave been 
the original cause of this population decline, but 
in the light of the current situation, D Newman 
is justified in suggesting that other factors might be 
involved. A  Blue-footed Booby, evidently having 


progressed inland from the Gulf of California fol. 
lowing the Colorado River, reached Havasu Lake 
Arizona—California, and was still present at the end 
of the winter period. Another booby, a Brown Boob 
at Lake Martinez in Arizona, also ren 
at the end of March. It first appeared as long ago as 
September 5, and its prolonged stay suggests to Gale 
Monson, editor of the Southwest Region, that it may 
be the longest fresh-water visit by an individual jn 
the oceanic genus Sa/a. 

Wading Birds —The extreme cold in December this 
year, plus the devastating severities of last winter. 
were blamed for a two-year decline of ninety-five 
per cent in numbers of wintering “southern” herons 
and egrets in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region. A 
Green Heron was indeed a surprise on the Decatur. 
Ill., Christmas Count in the Middlewestern Prairie 
Region. Either increases in numbers or the occupation 
of new localities continue to mark the status of the 
Cattle Egret in the semicircle of states that enclose 
the northern Gulf of Mexico. Its first appearance in 
Mississippi filled a missing link in this perimeter. 

In December of 1957 Robert Allen published an 
appraisal of the continental wading-bird populations 
(Audubon Field Notes 11:458) in which the status 
of the Wood Ibis was shrouded in a pall of gloom 
The regional reports appearing afterward in Audubon 
Field Notes produced data that made him revise his 
estimate removing some of the urgency. Nonetheless, 
from that time until this winter there has been no 
highly successful nesting of this declining species. 
Therefore, the current news of considerable nesting 
success from southern Florida is encouraging. An 
American Flamingo in southern California was almost 
as enigmatic as the one that appeared in South 
Dakota in the summer of 1955. Less spectacular, but 
more promising of an established population, were six 
flamingos this winter where one occurred last year in 
the Florida Bay area. 

W’aterfowl.—tIn the Northeast the severe coldness 
which arrived early and continued inexorably int 
March hiding most of the waterfowl habitat beneath 
an obstinate mantle of ice, produced a marked effect 
on wintering populations. This is reflected in the 
comments of the regional editors: “With the nearly 
continuous freeze-up the number of wintering water- 
fowl was low at most stations’—Dr. Hall, Appa- 
lachian Region; “There was an early freeze-up of 
lakes and ponds throughout the Region and wintering 
ducks were hard pressed for paddling room’—James 
Baird, Northeast Maritime Region; “Ducks were 
restricted by ice to Lake Ontario and a few other 
open localities’—Dr. Gunn, Ontario—W'estern New 
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ndant, and early, pack ice on Lake 
Michigan resulted in one of the poorest years for 
water birds during the past decade at Michigan City, 
Indiana,” and later “The mallard population decreased 
a most wintering grounds, as a result of southward 
movement to escape sleet, crusted snow, and ice’— 
Qussell Mumford, Middlewestern Prairie Region. The 
fate of this evicted population is not clear for through- 
out the rest of the nation there were no large areas 
that experienced an uniform increase in waterfowl. 
The characteristic pattern is a hodgepodge involving 
n unusually high abundance in one part of a single 
Region, balanced by a scarcity in another. 

Two species of waterfowl are increasing in popu- 
lation; the winter inventory of the Trumpeter Swan 
showed a splendid increment, and the Wood Duck 
a the Middle Pacific Coast Region has exhibited a 
considerable gain from a recent population low. The 
Fortescue, N. J.. Snow Goose population arrived en 
masse in a single flock of 100,000 individuals in 
late November. Although the Blue-winged Teal is 
frequently a straggler in the North in winter, the 
qumber of such instances seemed unusually numerous 
this winter. Also, this species was reported to be more 
abundant then normally in several parts of its ex- 
pected winter range. Some notable foreign visitors were 
a Tufted Duck at Newburyport, Mass., only the third 
record in the States and the second at Newburyport; 
a Bean Goose in Maryland, the first sight record for 
the state; and the first Florida observation of the 
Common Teal (species status from the Sth Edition 
of the AOU Check-List). 

Hawks, Turkeys and Rails —Like the waterfowl, 
and unlike last winter, hawks apparently were scarce 
in much of the Northeast. Following a highly suc- 
cessful breeding season the White-tailed Hawk re- 
sponded this winter by exhibiting an unusually wide 
distribution; it occurred in some extraordinarily high 
concentrations in the two regions comprising the bulk 
of California. Another population increase, not so 
spectacular but probably more important to the future 
of the species in this country, involved the Everglade 
Kite in Florida where there are now eight adults, 
two being females, and the immatures from two nests. 
A third bird of prey with a limited distribution in the 
United States was reported to be abandoning part 
of its range, the Harris’ Hawk in southern Texas 
and the lower Colorado River. Three observations of 
the Harlan’s Hawk, in Iowa, Alabama and Minnesota, 
were extralimital. 


York Region; | ADu 


After an absence of seventy-five years, the wild 
Turkey was recorded in the District of Coumbia. 

One of the puzzling aspects of bird distribution 
is the unpredictable way in which first one species 
and then another exhibits distributional irregularities, 
usually without revealing the underlying causes. One 
must be content merely with the realization that the 
factors involved are complex. This winter the Virginia 
Rail was an outstanding straggler. Records from Nova 
Scotia, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Min- 


nesota, Montana, New Mexico and Arizona add up 
‘0 4 more than average amount of vagrancy for this 
SECFEtIVE Species 

Gulls.—Characteristically, the pages of this winter's 


feports are sprinkled with a profusion of distributional 





anomalies in the widespread and wandering group 
of birds found in the order Charadriiformes. However, 
only three examples of a definite extensive change in 
distribution emerge from this maze of records, and 
they all concern gulls. One, the widespread occurrence 
and population increase in the Great Black-backed 
Gull from both coasts of southern Florida all the way 
up the Atlantic seaboard, where increases inland were 
especially obvious northward, and throughout the 
Great Lakes area into Minnesota, was detected in the 
Christmas Bird Counts and described by Allan Cruick- 
shank (Audubon Field Notes 13:72). Another, the 
return of the Little Gull to the Northeast after being 
nearly absent for a year, was apparent in the fall and 
summarized by Dr. Newman. The bizarre occurrence 
and collection of the first specimen of this species 
for Florida (and the Gulf) also was mentioned by 
Cruickshank. Finally, the noticeable increase in Her- 
ring Gulls on the east coast in Virginia, in the 
middle of the continent at St. Louis, and on the west 
coast in southern California seemed to represent a 
widespread change that was not discussed previously. 
Oklahoma was unique in experiencing the addition of 
two new species of gulls to the state list, the Glaucous 
Gull and Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Doves, Owls and Woodpeckers —It was agreed 
unanimously from coast to coast that this was not an 
invasion year for the Snowy Owl. In many of the 
areas where they are expected in small numbers every - 
year, fewer were found than normally. Thus a major 
influx of this species is still long overdue. Except for 
a fair invasion in the East and Middle West in 1953- 
54 and 1954-55 there has not been a major irruption 
since 1950-51 in the West, 1949-50 in the Middle 
West and 1945-46 in the East (see Audubon Field 
Notes 12:256). The other species of owls that are 
either boreal or migratory were spotty in distribution, 
which is not unusual in winter. An exception was 
the Hawk-Owl which may have participated in a uni- 
form southward movement as is suggested by a 
“noticeable invasion” in Minnesota, “real invasion” 
in Quebec, and by singletons in Massachusetts, New 
York and Michigan. 

In spite of the cold, Mourning Doves were reported 
to be more abundant than usual in the Northeast and 
northern Middle West. The only woodpecker besides 
the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker to engender 
widespread comment was the Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, which was noted at Newburyport, Mass., Tam- 
worth, N. H., Jackson, Mich., Brookings, S. Dak., 
and Boulder, Colo., all far outside its normal range. 

Songbirds.—If all the irregular and accidental occur- 
rences of songbirds in winter were collected in one 
list, it would approach in both length and variety 
the best of those accumulated during a “big day’’ 
outing at the height of spring migration, and this 
winter was no exception. Dr. Newman emphasized in 
the fall summary that it was not in the East, where 
devastating and widespread mortalities reduced win- 
tering Robin populations last year, but in the West, 
where last winter was mild, that the regional editors 
are more consistent in expressing alarm about a 
current scarcity of Robins. Except for three regions 
in the East this same situation prevailed this winter. 
Some of the western editors explain this speculatively 
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by assuming that the mildness this winter produced 
different results than the same conditions a year ago 
and enticed whole Robin populations to remain 
farther north or at higher altitudes than usual. There 
is evidence supporting the existence of an inhibited 
altitudinal movement in the Southwest Region. How- 
ever, a scarcity of Robins in the Northern Rocky 
Mountain—Intermountain Region to the north con- 
tradicts the assumption of a latitudinal displacement. 
In the East this year Robins were as much as ninety 
per cent lower than a year ago in the Christmas Counts 
of the Appalachian Region, decreased at least fifty per 
cent in nine out of thirteen Counts in the Florida 
Region, and declined from 9701 individuals last year 


Regional Index to the Winter Highlights —EARLyY 
SPRING MIGRATION AND NesTING: NE. Mar., Mid. 
Atl., S. Atl., Fla., Ont. NY.; Appalch., Grt. Basin, 
SW., Alaska, Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; Eastwarp Dis- 
PLACEMENTS: NE. Mar., Hud. St., Mid. Atl., S. Atl., 
Fla., Ont. NY., Mid. Prair., Cent. S., N. Grt. Plns., 
S. Tex.; ENVIRONMENTALLY PRODUCED FAUNAL 
CHANGES: Fla., S. Tex., Alaska, S. Pac.; INCREASE 
ASSOCIATED WITH Foop Suppriy: S. Grt. Pins., 
S. Tex., Rky. Mt., Alaska, S. Pac.; MORPHOLOGICAL 
ABERRATIONS: Cent. S., Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; MORTAL- 
ity: NE. Mar., Fla., N. Grt. Plns., S. Tex.; NorTH- 
WARD MOVEMENT OF SOUTHERN FAUNA: NE. Mar., 
Hud. St., Ont. NY., Appalch., Grt. Lks., Mid. Prair., 
N. Grt. Plns., S. Grt. Plns.; POPULATION DECLINE 
DvuE TO SEVERE WEATHER: NE. Mar., Mid. Atl., 
Appalch., Mid. Prair.; POPULATION STATISTICS: 
S. Atl., Fla., Appalch., Mid. Prair., Cent. S., S. Grt. 
Plns.; POPULATIONS HIGH: S. Atl., Ont. NY., 
Appalch., Mid. Prair., 8. Grt. Plns., S. Tex., Rky. Mt., 


to 450 in seven Counts in Kentucky. 


aluating 

the current robin populations it is import ps 
nize that last winter the species was su bundan: 
throughout its range. 
The Tree Sparrow demonstrated a px t distri. 


bution pattern by not moving south Kansas in 


significant numbers in the Southern G Plains 
Region. Yet a few went farther south than cver before 
to Midland, Tex., and the Gulf Coast of Louisiana 
A European thrush called the Red-wing appeared ip 
New York, and a Brambling appeared in New Jerse, 
Both were visitors from the Old World which mus: 
have made successful westward crossings of the 
Atlantic, a feat seldom accomplished by songbirds 

Mid. Pac., POPULATIONS Low: NE. Mar., Mid. Atl. 


S. Atl., Fla., Ont. NY., Appalch., Mid. Prair.. Cent 
S., S. Grt. Plns., S. Tex., Rky. Mt. Grt. Basin, SW. 
Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; SOUTHERN MOVEMENT INHIBITED 
BY Copious Foop: Hud. St., S. Pac.; SouTHERN 
MOVEMENT INHIBITED BY MILD WEATHER: Grt 
Basin, SW., Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; SOUTHERN Move- 
MENT PRODUCED BY SEVERE WEATHER: Appalch., 
Mid. Prair.; SOUTHWARD DIsPLACEMENTS: NE. Mar.. 
Hud. St., Mid. Atl., S. Atl., Fla., Ont. NY., Appalch., 
Grt. Lks., Mid. Prair., Cent. S., N. Grt. Plns., S. Grt 
Pins., Rky. Mt., Grt. Basin, SW., Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; 
STRAGGLERS NORTHWARD: NE. Mar., Hud. St., Ont. 
NY., Appalch., Grt. Lks., Mid. Prair., N. Grt. Plns.,§ 
Grt. Plns.; WESTWARD DISPLACEMENTS: S. Grt. Plns.. 
Rky. Mt., SW., Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; WINTER Mix: 
Rky. Mt., Grt. Basin, SW., Alaska, Mid. Pac., S. Pac.; 
WINTER NorMAL: Mid. Atl., Appalch., S. Atl., Fla.; 
WINTER SEVERE: NE. Mar., Hud. St.. Mid. Atl.. 
Ont. NY., Appalch., Grt. Lks., Mid. Prair. 











LUDLOW GRISCOM 


Our readers will be distressed to know 
of the death of Ludlow Griscom, on May 
28th, after a long illness. Mr. Griscom, 
Chairman of the Board of the National 
Audubon Society for many years, was also 
an Associate Editor of Audubon 
Notes, a task which was very dear to his 
heart. He wrote the column, “The Chang- 
ing Seasons” for Bird-Lore and Audubon 
Magazine, which ultimately became a fea- 
ture of Audubon Field Notes. 

As the news of Mr. Griscom’s death came 
to us as our June issue was going to press, 
Audubon Field Notes plans a more detailed 
account of his life for a later number. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 


Winter Season 


December 1, 1958 - March 31, 1959 


NORTHERN MARITIME REGION.—This was 
, cold winter throughout the Region. However, in the 
Boston area the temperature dropped to the 0° mark 
only once during the 
winter; thus, and this is 
typical of the whole Re- 
gion, the colder than 
normal aspect was not 
the result of periods of 
extreme cold, but rather, 
a steady day-to-day ac- 
cumulation of below nor- 
mal temperatures. This 
was an important factor 
that could easily be over- 
looked in a perusal of 
the monthly weather sum- 
m maries which characterize 
one or another month as 
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tance with regard to birds 
can best be emphasized 
by comparing this year’s successful overwintering of 
Catbirds, Rufous-sided Towhees, Brown Thrashers, 
etc. with the dreadful mortality of these same spe- 
cies brought about by the severe cold in January 1957 
(see A.F.N., Vol. 11, No. 3). In the southern part of 
the Region there was less snow than is usual during 
the early winter months, but there were 13 days with 
snow in March with a total accumulation of 14.5 
inches, more than 7 inches above normal. There was 
an early freeze-up of lakes and ponds throughout the 
Region and wintering ducks were hard pressed for 
paddling room. 

There is a wonderful air of expectation about the 
birder in the early winter as he wanders about looking 
tor some “bonus’’ birds to pad out the year’s list. And 
in these parts, he is seldom disappointed. What other 
time of the year could one possibly hope to see within 
the span of a few short weeks such ridiculously 
juxtaposed items as Richardson's race of the Canada 
Goose, Black Vulture, Golden Eagle, Hawk-Owl, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Western Kingbird, Western 
Tanager, Cardinal, Indigo Bunting and Oregon Junco, 
to mention a few of the “better” birds seen in Mas- 
sachusetts in December. Even Nova Scotia, away out 
in the Atlantic Ocean, got into the act by reporting 
in December no fewer than 17 Black-headed Gulls, 
2 Mockingbirds and an Oregon Junco; while Maine 
produced records of Red-headed Woodpecker, Mock- 
ingbird, Brown Thrasher, Veery and Black-and-white 
Warbler. Evening Grosbeaks turned up early and 








immediately commenced their gluttonous assault on 
the feeding stations; Purple Finches initiated a wide- 
in late January but other northern 
arce until February when large num- 
‘kins and Pine Grosbeaks were reported 


spread flight 
finches were s 
bers of Pine S 


in the north-central part of the Region. 

Frequent comment has been made in previous re- 
ports on the difficulty in assessing the population 
trend of one or another species. One becomes chary 
of getting out on a limb of rhetoric concerning the 
apparent scarcity of a species only to find that sub- 
sequent examination of the facts necessitates re- 
moval of that limb—with you still perched on the 
outermost branches. A wonderful example of the 
dangers to be found in drawing conclusions from 
impressions recently transpired in Massachusetts, when 
in response to a request for records of the White- 
breasted Nuthatch no fewer than 224 reports were 
received. The request was originally made because 
some observers thought that there was a scarcity of 
White-breasted Nuthatches this winter. 

The advent of spring this year, as denoted by the 
arrival of the early spring migrants, was just about 
on schedule. Redwinged Blackbirds and Robins, East- 
ern Bluebirds and Eastern Phoebes, Canada Geese and 
Killdeer, Fox Sparrows and Song Sparrows all ap- 
peared at their appointed time and were well distri- 
buted by the end of March. 

Loons and Grebes.—Packard (Maine Field Ob- 
server, Vol. 3:1) reported that while Common Loons 
were fairly common in Maine in December they 
became much scarcer along the southwestern coast 
in January. An early Red-throated Loon was observed 
in Nova Scotia on March 22. What appears to be a 
record count of Horned Grebes was made at Salis- 
bury Beach, Mass. when 1000 were counted on Dec. 
26. Red-necked Grebes were reported frequently, 
with a high count of 5 seen at North Truro, Mass. 
on Feb. 15 (O. Earle). 

Herons.—Great Blue Herons were reported in fait 
numbers in December (the Christmas Count reports 
in the Region totalled 115). Am. Bitterns were seen 
at several localities during the winter and “spring 
pumping” was heard on March 9th at Newburyport. 
Black-crowned Night Herons were relatively scarce, 
and the other herons were entirely absent until late 
March when several Snowy Egrets turned up along 
the southern shores of the Region. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks——Undoubtedly because 
of the early freeze-up of the ponds in the Newport 
area, the Mute Swans were found scattered along the 
length of the Connecticut-Rhode Island—Massachu- 
setts shore in numbers. Other reports were received 
from the Boston region and Cape Cod. A Whistling 
Swan was seen on Dec. 21 at Cape Ann, Mass. There 
were good numbers of wintering Canada Geese in 
the southern coastal regions and migrating flocks were 
widely noted in March. A Canada Goose of the race 
hutchinsii was shot on Martha’s Vineyard on Dec. 13 
(the 2nd specimen record of this subspecies for the 
state). Snow Geese were reported from a number of 
places in Massachusetts and one even was seen in 
Maine in late January. Only one Blue Goose was 
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reported and that was seen on Jan. 1 at Wells, Me. 
Despite the early freezing of the lakes and ponds, 
there was a good variety of puddle ducks seen 
throughout the winter, although the numbers were 
generally low: Green-winged Teal were seen in a 
number of localities; a single Blue-winged Teal was 
recorded on Dec. 20 during the Quincy, Mass. Christ- 
mas Count; Wood Ducks were seen in a half-dozen 
places; several Ring-necked Ducks were reported, as 
were Hooded Mergansers. Spice was added to the 
duck list by the discovery of a European Tufted 
Duck at Newburyport on Jan. 24 (H. W. Har- 
rington)—the second record for the state. It was 
last seen on March 8th. Sea ducks were reported 
in good numbers and highlighted by reports of 100,- 
000 Common Eiders off Monomoy on Jan. 12, both 
Harlequin Ducks and Barrow’s Goldeneyes being 
frequently seen with a high count of 13 Harlequins at 
Martha's Vineyard on March 26 (Hancock and Good- 
ale) and with several inland records of the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye for Massachusetts in February. 

Hawks.—In addition to the usual wintering species, 
the following records were noteworthy: Black Vul- 
ture in Lincoln, Mass. on Dec. 3 (I. Gropius) and 
another (or the same bird) at South Dartmouth, Mass. 
on Jan. 9 (J. T. Smith); a Golden Eagle at New- 
buryport during December and January (C. de Windt 
and L. Griscom, resp.); 3 Ospreys were seen at 
Martha's Vineyard on Dec. 7 (Hancock, Goodale and 
Flanders); Pigeon Hawks were reported 5 times dur- 
ing December, with one being seen on Dec. 28 at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and an additional 3 reports in 
January (this from a bird that only a few short years 
ago had to be collected to be considered credible) ; a 
white Gyrfalcon was at East Milton, Feb. 11 (S. 
Higginbotham), and a Gyrfalcon at (Harwich, Feb. 
21 (H. and B. Rich). 

Rails and Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails were again 
reported from Nova Scotia in December; understand- 
ably, both were received in dying condition. Clapper 
Rails were reported from a number of localities in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. A Willet was seen 
on Dec. 1 at Biddeford, Me. (Kittredge) and another, 
this time a spring migrant, was seen on March 19 at 
Chatham, Mass. (C. Wellman, et al.). Other shorebird 
reports include: Black-bellied Plover, Ruddy Turn- 
stone, Knot, Common Snipe, Greater Yellowlegs, 
Dunlin and Sanderling. Purple Sandpipers were fre- 
quently encountered along the rocky shores with a high 
count of 350 being made at North Scituate, Mass. 

Gulls —White-winged gulls were scarce until 
January. Glaucous, Iceland, and the Kumlien’s race 
of the Iceland Gull were frequently reported in Janu- 
ary and February, with a few lingering into March. 
Black-headed Gulls were present throughout the win- 
ter in Nova Scotia and Massachusetts; 17 were seen 
in Halifax Harbor, while 9 was the highest count at 
Newburyport. A Little Gull was reported from New- 
buryport during January and March, and another ap- 
peared at Newport, R. I., on Jan. 3 (B. G. Murray). 
An Ivory Gull was seen at Newburyport Harbor in 
January by many observers. The only big flight of 
Black-legged Kittiwakes (1000+) was noted at 
Rockport on March 6 (J. Kieran). 

Alcids.—There were very few alcid reports until 
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January, and even then there were not ; 


bills, Thick-billed Murres and Black Gu oan 
all seen in the expected places off the M husetts 
north shore and the only flight of Dovekics seen oa 
at Cape Ann, where 630 were seen passing in one 
hour on Jan. 4 (P. Isleib). 

Owls.—There was no widespread incursion of owls 
Snowy Owls were near absent, as were Short-eared 


Owls. Long-eared Owls failed to appear in many of 
the favored wintering grounds and Saw-whet Owls 
were sporadically reported. The appearance of 
Hawk-Owl in Concord, Mass. caused considerably 
more than a mild stir among the New England bird. 
watchers. Subsequent to its discovery on Nov. 28 
(Mrs. P. Holden) it was fed, ogled, written about in 
the newspapers (complete with directions on how t 
find it), photographed, banded and then—ungratefully 
died before everyone got to see it. Surely, none of the 
other four twentieth century Massachusetts records 
was so thoroughly authenticated. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Jays.—Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers were unusually mumerous. Red-headed 
Woodpeckers were reported from Maine, Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. Red-bellied Woodpeckers 
were seen at Newburyport, Mass. and at Tamworth. 
N. H. Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were 
reported from 7 localities in Massachusetts, one in 
Rhode Island and one in New Hampshire. Tw 
Western Kingbirds were seen at Rockport on Dec 
6, and another was reported from Concord, Mass 
Dec. 1-9. Blue Jays were particularly common, with 
Christmas Counts running high: New London (217). 
Newport (266), South Kingston (150), Newbury. 
port (354), North Hampton in coastal New Hamp. 
shire (244), Cape Ann (605), and Cape Cod (324) 
Gray Jays were seen at New London, Conn. on Dec 
27 (P. Waldron), at West Barnstable, Mass. on Feb 
22 (R. Bigelow) and at Marshfield Hills, Mass. on 
Dec. 16. 

Titmice, Nuthatches, Wrens——Boreal Chickadees 
were reported in good numbers in the northern part 
of the Region but the only one seen south of Maine 
was at Newburyport on Jan. 4 (PI). Tufted Titmice 
were still present at certain favored feeding stations 
and there were 10 reports from eastern Massachusetts 
Even though this was not a flight year there were good 
numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches seen. Carolina 
Wrens are still pressing northward: 20 were seen on 
the Cape Cod Count, and there were reports from 12 
other localities in Massachusetts; one was seen on Mt 
Desert Island, Me. on Dec. 20. Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens were scarce and no Short-billed Marsh Wrens 
were reported. 

Mockers, Thrushes.—Mockingbirds have become an 
expected element of the wintering bird population in 
the Region as are Catbirds and Brown Thrashers. The 
reports would indicate that they are present in about 
equal numbers, with the Mockingbird holding a slight 
edge over the other two mimics. Two Mockingbirds 
were reported from Nova Scotia and a Brown Thrasher 
was seen on Mt. Desert Island, Me. Most seemed tc 
have survived the winter. Wintering Robins were fre- 
quently encountered and a Mr. Hinkley had a dis- 
tinctly unusual encounter with a Veery on Dec. 15 at 
Hampden, Me. In this same category is the report of 
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son’s Thrush from New London, Conn. on 


a Swain Passi 

Dec. 27 by William Niering. Eastern Bluebirds were 

oak plentiful as winterers but good numbers of spring 
en in March. 


migrants were > : 

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes—Golden- 
-owned Kinglets were reported as scarce this winter 
ind there were fewer reports of Ruby-crowned King- 
iets than in previous years. Water Pipits were seen at 
Nantucket (Dec. 28) and at Duxbury, Mass. on 
lan. 3-4 (SH). Cedar Waxwings were unusually 
abundant throughout but the only report of Bohemian 
Waxwings is from Halifax, Nova Scotia (where two 
wrived in January and were still present on March 
4) Both species of shrikes were relatively scarce. 

Warblers—There were very few reports of war- 
blers. A Black-and-white Warbler was banded at 
Castine, Me. on Dec. 9 (M. C. Morse) and another 
was seen at New London, Conn. on Dec. 27 (Mrs. F. 
Fastman, ef al.). Orange-crowned Warblers were re- 
vorted from 4 places in Massachusetts and one place 
in Rhode Island. Palm Warblers and Yellow-breasted 
Chats were reported from a few places, while the 
hardy Myrtle Warbler was relatively low in numbers. 

Blackbirds, Orioles and Tanagers.—Eastern Mead- 
wlarks wintered in good style. Redwinged Black- 
birds and Common Grackles wintered in Nova Scotia. 
The Brown-headed Cowbird is becoming more abun- 
dant as a winterer, even in the northern parts of the 
Region, and good numbers were noted in Nova Scotia 
and Maine. The Rusty Blackbird also seems to be 
adapting itself to the northern winters and each pass- 
ing year sees increasing reports of this species in the 
census reports. The farthest north record was of 2 seen 
at Castine, Me. on Dec. 31. It is interesting to note 
that most of the Rusties are seen at feeding stations, 
and this may in itself be the learned response (or 
adaptation) which allows these birds to survive the 
northern winters. Baltimore Orioles were again re- 
ported from a number of feeding stations in Massa- 
chusetts and there was one report of a Western 
Tanager. 

Grosheaks, Finches and  Sparrows.—Cardinals, 
largely individuals but sometimes pairs, were re- 
ported from 11 localities in Massachusetts, 3 in Rhode 
Island and 1 in Connecticut (New London). A female 
Indigo Bunting was seen on Dec. 7 at South Lincoln, 
Mass. (A. Meyerricks). Dickcissels were reported in 
slightly less than usual numbers with only one re- 
ported north of Massachusetts (Thomaston, Me., Dec. 
9-11, Spear). Evening Grosbeaks appeared early and in 
large numbers, and for the first time reached the 
southern coastal region and remained at a few feed- 
ing stations. The Purple Finch flight, which started in 
‘ate January, built up during February and very large 
numbers were reported from inland feeding stations. 
Pine Siskins and Pine Grosbeak movements were 
‘argely limited to the northern inland areas. Redpolls 
were not abundant and the report from Salisbury of 
150 on Dec. 4 is therefore exceptional. Both Red and 
White-winged Crossbills were reported but in very 
small numbers. There were 63 Rufous-sided Towhees 


reported from eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
fs December. In addition, the New London Christmas 
-ount had the amazing total of 47, while 2 venture- 


ome towhees spent the winter in Maine. A Lark 


Sparrow spent the winter at Westboro, Mass. The 
number of Slate-colored Juncos was below average 
but the number of Oregon Junco reports increased 
The first of this latter species for Nova Scotia (not 
collected) appeared at a feeding station in Bedford 
on Jan. 8; another or the same bird appeared on Jan. 
9-10 at another feeding station, this time at Port 
Wallis. There were several reports of White-crowned 
Sparrows, and White-throated Sparrows were particu- 
larly abundant. December reports of White-throats 
included: 2 in Nova Scotia; 9 in Maine and New 
Hampshire; 365 im Massachusetts; 1446 in Rhode 
Island; and 198 in New London, Conn. Chipping 
Sparrows were reported at a number of places with 5 
being seen on Cape Cod on Dec. 28. There were par- 
ticularly large numbers of Snow Buntings reported 
throughout the southern half of the Region—JAMEs 
BAIRD, Norman Bird Sanctuary, Middletown, R. 1. and 
RuTH P. Emery, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 
Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—The win- 
ter of 1958-1959 was an extremely severe one through- 
out practically the entire Region, with December the 

coldest month of the sea- 





son. In southern Quebec 
there were temperature 
readings below zero on 
over half of the days of 
the three winter months 
and the snowfall was 
heavy with 48 inches on 
the ground at the end 
of February. Conditions 
were similar in northern 
New York state. Snow- 
fall was lighter in north- 
ern Vermont and New 
Hampshire as it was in 
the southern part of the 
Region, but below-normal 
temperatures were gener- 
al. The food supply was 
abundant and the seed- 
eating and _berry-eating 
birds were well supplied and the usual southward 
flight of these birds was light. 

Grebes.—During the early winter Red-necked Grebes 
were scarce, but toward the end of February there 
was a spectacular increase both inland and along the 
coast and they became relatively common in both salt 
and fresh water; the species was often seen where 
there had been no previous record for years. 

Herons —Two wintering Common Egrets were 
found at Little Silver in northeast New Jersey on 
March 2 (G. M. Seeley, ef al.). Two Am. Bitterns 
wintered at Brookhaven, Long Island, N. Y. (D. 
Puleston) ; a solitary bird was seen at Hadley, Mass. 
on Dec. 28 but was not reported again (Smart). 

Swans.—The past winter showed a great increase 
of at least 40 per cent in the numbers of Mute Swans 
on the eastern end of Long Island, 147 being reported 
in central Suffolk County alone (J. J. Elliott). On 
March 7 during a heavy blow 3 Whistling Swans were 
seen over the Atlantic Ocean off Deal, N. J., the 
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birds coming down on the water about a half mile 
offshore (D. Kunkle, et al.). 

Geese.—A Brant was seen near Northampton, Mass. 
on Nov. 23 (fide Stone). Very few Snow Geese win- 
tered on Long Island. The following were probably 
very late or early migrants: 2 immatures near North- 
ampton, Mass. on Nov. 23 (fide Stone); a flock of 
28 on the Hudson River below Albany, N. Y. on 
March 27 (Marge Foote). Over 100 Snow Geese 
were seen flying north over Princeton, N. J. on April 
5 (Mrs. Fox) and on the same day at about 9:30 
A.M. a flock estimated at 200 birds flew over Sea Cliff, 
L. I.; in the evening a smaller flock was seen flying 
northeast over the same point (A. M. Bull, Jr.). 

Ducks.—About 100 Gadwall were at Valley Stream, 
L. I. in early March (JJE); near Towanda, Pa. a 
single Gadwall was seen on Jan. 1, the first winter 
record for this area (W. Reid). A European Widg- 
eon was seen at East Hampton, L. I. on Nov. 28 
(DP) and 3, perhaps 4, were at Belmar, N. J. on 
Jan. 11 (J. T. Neill, Jr.); 29 Shovelers were found 
at Massapequa, L. I. on March 14 (JJE) and the 
permanent resident at Springfield, Mass. survived 
another winter there. Canvasbacks came into the 
Shrewsbury River in northeastern New Jersey about 
Feb. 12, the flock increasing until by March 1 there 
were at least 400 present (GMS); on Dec. 3 a large 
concentration of this species (about 1500) was found 
on the Hudson River south of Stony Point, N. Y. 
(R. F. and Mrs. Deed). There were three reports of 
$ Barrow’s Goldeneyes on the Hudson River below 
Albany, N. Y. between Dec. 27 and Jan. 8 (pre- 
sumably all reports were of the same bird) (Sche- 
nectady B. C.). Three ¢ Harlequins were reported at 
Montauk Point, L. I. during February (Levine, ef al.). 
Eiders were scarce: 1 immature Common was seen at 
Princess Bay, Staten Island, N. Y. on Feb. 23 (C. 
Lincoln, et al.) ; another Common Eider was at Sea 
Girt, N. J. on March 1 (I. Black and F. Wolfarth). 
Reports indicate that Ruddy Ducks were generally 
scarce. Fifty Hooded Mergansers were counted on 
the Hudson River just south of Albany, N. Y. 
(MF)—this being the highest local count in many 
years. On the same day others were seen above Albany 
and on the Mohawk River (J. K. Meritt, e¢ a/.). 

Hawks.—Generally hawks were scarce, particularly 
so in northern New Jersey. Five Turkey Vultures 
were at Great Meadow, N. J. on Feb. 21 (H. Drink- 
water) ; in New York state 2 were reported at Shrub 
Oak on March 2 (R. Odell) and 1 at Putnam Valley 
on March 16 (P. Wolf), both being in the Peekskill 
area. Goshawks were reported regularly in the north- 
ern part of the Region; the number of Cooper's 
Hawks was above normal in the area about Syracuse, 
N. Y. but at Binghamton, farther south, only 2 re- 
ports were made during the winter. Red-tailed Hawks 
were in numbers above normal, particularly in west- 
ern Massachusetts. Rough-legged Hawks were rather 
well distributed throughout the Region; 1 was seen 
at Cote Ste. Catherine near Montreal, Que. on Dec. 
27 (G. Montgomery, ef al.) and 1 at West Pawlet, 
Vt. on Feb. 2 (Elizabeth Ball). More than usual 
numbers wintered near Watertown, N. Y. (J. B. 
Belknap). Three were seen at Brookhaven, L. I. 
through the winter (DP) 
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A Golden Eagle was reported near Sat 


+ . ° Lal ’ 
N. Y. in the Adirondacks on March 17 an (G 1 
Chase). In winter Bald Eagles are rathe: etous 
at the edge of the ice in the Hudson Riv: this 


winter the count was low; there were re 
to 25 Balds from western Massachusetts jority 
from the vicinity of the Quabbin Reser, How. 


ever, some of these reports may be duplicates for this 
is a wide-ranging bird. An eagle of this species 
spent January and February at Upper Saranac Lake. 
N. Y. and in early March a second bird joined it 
(GTC). A Gyrfalcon of the dark phase was seen at 
Quebec city, Que. on Jan. 11 and again on Jan. 18 
(F. Hamel and Andre Fortin) ; another, a light-phase 
bird, was at Berthier, Montmagny County on March 
9 (L.-A. Lord). There were many more records of 


Peregrines than in most winters. A Pigeon Hawk was 
seen several times after Dec. 7 at Brookhaven, L. | 
(DP). 

Grouse.—Ruffed Grouse showed an increase in 
numbers in the area about Montreal, Que. and also 
in northern New Jersey but in the country around 
Syracuse, N. Y. the counts were low. Records of the 
introduced Gray (European) Partridge came onl 
from Quebec, where 11 were seen on Dec. 27 at 
Cote Ste. Catherine (D. and B. Westerborg) and 5 
at Vaudreuil (E. and D. Hawkins). 


Rails —A Clapper Rail was seen at Orient, L. I 
during the first week of January (R. Latham). Two 
Virginia Rails remained at Beaver Meadow near 
Watertown, N. Y. until late December (JBB); an- 
other wintered at Sweet Valley, Pa. (H. Brown and 
E. Johnson). 


Sandpipers —A flock of about 40 Purple Sand- 
pipers wintered on a jetty at Jones Beach, L. J.; other 
similar flocks were found farther west on the Island 
(JJE). 

Gulls.—A second-year Glaucous Gull was seen at 
Long Branch, N. J. on Feb. 27 (GMS); near New 
York City 3 of this species were reported: 1 at 
Staten Island on Jan. 18 (FW); 1 bird of the year 
on Long Island at the Jamaica Bay Sanctuary 
(Whelen, ef al.) and 1 at Marine Park, L. I. from 
Jan. 14 to 17 (Whelen). One Iceland Gull spent the 
winter at Croton Point, N. Y. and in western Mas- 
sachusetts Icelands were reported at Belchertown 
(Campbell) on Dec. 28 and at Agawam on Jan. 3 
(Bates). Great Black-backed Gulls increased on in- 
land waters; on Jan. 1 below Springfield, Mass. 15 
adults and 5 immatures were counted, the largest 
concentration ever seen in the Connecticut River Val- 
ley of Massachusetts (S. A. Eliot); at Carnegie Lake 
in Princeton, N. J. 1 was seen on March 8 (Q. R. and 
Mrs. Turner), the first ever reported from this area 
(fide C. H. Rogers). A Lesser Black-back was re- 
ported on Jan. 8 at Orient, L. I. (RL). Bonaparte's 
Gulls were numerous along the shore of northern New 
Jersey, a total of over 1000 being counted on Jan. 22 
at Shark River and Wreck Pond (GMS). Two 
Black-headed Gulls were at Wolf's Pond, Staten 
Island, on Dec. 8 and 1 was at Shark River Inlet. 
N. J. on March 1 (IB, FW); a Little Gull was re- 
ported at Rockaway, L. I. on Feb. 14 (Mayer). 
Black-legged Kittiwakes were very scarce: the nly 
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recorded was at Shark River Inlet, N. J. on March 
15 (Conn. ). re. ‘ 

Murres—Two murres, specifically undetermined, 
were seen at Montauk Point, L. I. on March 1 
(IJE). 


Doves.—Large numbers of Mourning Doves were 
seen in western Massachusetts all winter; the largest 
dock reported was seen on Jan. 1 and contained 
about 150 birds 

Ouls—Snowy Owls were rather scarce; 1 was 
reported at Cote Ste. Catherine, Que. on Dec. 27 
(GM. ef al.); 1 was at Northampton, Mass. on Dec. 
14 (E. Mason); and 2 on Long Island. There were 
- seen around Watertown, N. Y. where they are 
usually rather numerous in winter and 1 was seen in 
Broome County, N. Y. on March 24 (Yeatman). 
There was a real invasion of Hawk-Owls although 
only 1 was reported south of Quebec. The New 
York record was from northern Jefferson County on 
Dec. 11; the owl remained in the vicinity for 3 weeks 
and was scen by many observers. In southern Quebec 
ver 10 were reported, all but 1 after the first of 
the year; the observations were from the vicinity of 
Montreal, Quebec city and Lake St. John. On Jan. 31 
at Senneville near Montreal, Que. a Great Gray Owl 
was reported (the Misses Abbott). The owl remained 
there until Feb. 15 and was photographed on that 
date. Saw-whet Owls were rather numerous through- 
ut the Region. 

Woodpeckers—To the number of Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers previously reported in Hunterdon 
County, N. J. another report should be added: 1 at 
Oak Grove on Jan. 31 (Abraitys, HD). Reports of 
Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers continue to 
arrive from points south of the bird’s normal range: 
1 6 was at Westhampton, Mass. on Dec. 27; 1 6 
on Dec. 21 at Syracuse, N. Y. (Estoff) and through 
January and February a Q was present at the same 
location; 1 was seen near Gouverneur, N. Y. on Dec. 
27 (JBB). There were several reports of this species 
at Haworth, N. J., at least 3 birds being present there 
during most of the winter. In southern Quebec these 
woodpeckers were fairly common; 8 were reported 
(GH, ef al.). 

Horned Larks—The species was quite numerous 
and well distributed. The larks were reported as plen- 
tiful in the area about Northampton, Mass., a maxi- 
mum of 500 being seen on Feb. 25. 

Jays and Crows.—Blue Jays were unusually numer- 
ous throughout the entire Region. They wintered 
commonly in southern Quebec as well as in northern 
New York, Vermont and New Hampshire for food 
was abundant At Topsham, Vt. 70 were counted at 
one time at one feeding station, this on March 16 
(A. and E. Macdonald). There was a report of a mag- 
pic (sp.) at West Sterling, Mass. from Feb. 7 to 18 
(Wilder, e¢ a/.). The Common Ravens were fairly 
fumeérous in southern Quebec (RC); at Katonah, 
N. Y. on March 23 a raven was being mobbed by 


crows ( W. C. Russell). More Common Crows win- 
tered in the northern part of the Region than are 
normally found. 

Titmice—Boreal Chickadees were scarce in the 


area about Quebec city, Que. (RC) but at Pittsburg, 
ere fairly common, 41 being counted 


N. H. they 





on Dec. 23 and 24. A member of this species was 
seen at Montauk Point, L. I. on March 1 (M. Levine, 
et al.). Tufted Titmice are still increasing in the 
northern part of their range: 20 were seen at one time 
at a feeding station in New Canaan, Conn. (Alice A. 
Bristow); 3 were noted at Putnam Valley, N. Y. on 
Jan. 11 and 12 (P. J. Wolf); near Deposit, N. Y. 
1 was continuously present after Feb. 16 (S. Wilson) 
and another was at Johnson City, N. Y. on March 20 
and 21 (Washburn). 

Nuthatches.—White-breasted Nuthatches have been 
fairly plentiful and were common winter residents 
around Quebec city, Que. (RC) as they were in 
northern Vermont and in the Adirondacks. 

Wrens.—Despite the severe winter Carolina Wrens 
were reported at many points but apparently none 
were seen after the first of the year. There was one 
exception: 2 stayed throughout the winter at Seaford, 
‘6 

Mockingbirds and Catbirds.—There has been an in- 
crease in the number of wintering Mockingbirds: at 
Walpole, N. H. 1 was seen after Jan. 10 (Rock and 
Brainard); another at South Hadley, Mass. (Zuraw- 
ski); 1 wintered at Monson, Mass. (Gauthier) ; 
others were reported at Orient, L. I. (RL) and 
New City, N. Y. At Towners, N. Y. the birds lived 
on rose hips and suet (Mabel Little). Wéintering 
Catbirds were not uncommon. 

Thrushes—-A Red-wing (Turdus musicus) ap- 
peared at the Jamaica Bay Sanctuary on Feb. 21 
and remained there until Feb. 25. The bird was first 
seen by Caretaker Johnson and identified by Young. 
There was no record of an escape from any nearby 
zoo or aviary. More than the usual number of Robins 
were reported; they were found throughout the Re- 
gion, some in southern Quebec. A Varied Thrush 
was reported at Watertown, N. Y., probably the first 
specimen seen in the state in at least 50 years. The 
bird was collected and is now No. 18665 in the New 
York State Museum at Albany, N. Y. (JBB). East- 
ern Bluebirds have been very scarce. 

Waxwings.—Bohemian Waxwings were rather com- 
mon in southern Quebec; a flock of 63 was seen at 
Ste. Foy on Feb. 21 and a maximum of 73 were at 
Quebec city in February (R. Lepage); 60 were re- 
ported at Valcartier from Feb. 6 to 28 (C. Amié) ; 
25 were seen at Arvida on Lake St. John on Feb. 8 
and March 4 (P. W. P. Browne). From Montreal 
6 were reported on Jan. 18 (W. Gaboriault). There 
was 1 record of a Bohemian at Pelham, Mass. on 
Jan. 30 and 31. This bird was in a flock of Cedars 
and the identification seems perfectly satisfactory 
(Seitz and Campbell); another of this species was 
reported near Watertown, N. Y. on Dec. 26 (fide, 
E. G. Nichols). Cedar Waxwings were common 
throughout the Region. 

Shrikes—Gray Shrikes were generally scarce. On 
Jan. 4 at Hadley, Mass. 1 was seen (Seitz and 
Staples); another was found at Pelham, Mass. on 
Feb. 15 (Goodrich); the 7 reports of the species 
from the vicinity of Binghamton, N. Y. represent a 
maximum; only 1 was seen at Montauk Point on 
Long Island. 

Icteridae —Meadowlarks were rather plentiful in 
western Massachusetts until Jan. 19; after that they 
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were very rare. Many wintered in the southern part 
of the Region where the snowcover was not heavy. A 
Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen and well studied 
at Wood-Ridge, N. J. on Jan. 2 (Dorothy Pallas). 
Several Baltimore Orioles spent a part of the winter 
in western Massachusetts; 3 in immature plumage 
were in East Hampton, L. I. in early January (RL). 
There was a large winter population of Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, particularly in the Binghamton, N. Y. 
area; 250 were reported at Agawam, Mass. on Feb. 
14 (Todd). In the vicinity of New York City the 
winter population was large. 

Finches.—The population of “winter finches’ did 
not reach its normal numbers in the southern part 
of the Region. Food was abundant in the northern 
woods, enough to sustain the birds near their normal 
breeding grounds. Two Cardinals, a ¢ and a Q, 
were reported at Westmont near Montreal, Que. on 
March 12 (E. deB. Tanet); a ¢ was at St. Lazare, 
Que. (Mrs. D. Hawkins, GH). This species is 
gradually moving into this area around Montreal. In 
Vermont 1 was seen at Arlington through January 
and February and another at Bennington at the same 
time (Elizabeth Ball); the species was reported at 
ten locations in the Connecticut River Valley in 
Massachusetts in December; at 4 in January and at 
5 in February (SAE); 7 spent the months of January 
and February at Watertown, N. Y. (JBB) and on 
the Christmas Count at Binghamton, N. Y. 34 were 
reported. The species has increased markedly in 
southwestern Connecticut; 12 were seen at a feeder 
at the same time at New Canaan (E. Martini). Near 
Brookhaven, L. I. Cardinals have patronized local 
feeders all winter, a maximum of 10 being counted 
(DP); 7 spent January and February on eastern 
Long Island in the Greenport area (RL). 

Dickcissels were reported from several widely sep- 
arated points; 1 at Easthampton, Mass. was first seen 
in March but it had probably spent the winter in the 
vicinity; another was recorded at Hurley, N. Y. 
during the early winter (B. Van Soosten); a Q spent 
a large part of the winter at a feeder at Katonah, 
N.Y. €A. Pope). 

A Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) appeared 
on Dec. 15 at Stanton, Hunterdon Co., N. J. and 
was collected by H. Drinkwater. This Old World 
finch showed no signs of having been in captivity and 
was in clean, unworn plumage, it was shy and con- 
sorted unamiably with House Sparrows. The specimen 
is now in the Museum of Princeton University. Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks were uniformly and liberally dis- 
tributed: a few reached Long Island, Wyoming, Pa. 
and Neptune, N. J. but to the north and west their 
numbers increased; at Watertown, N. Y. over 1000 
were banded. Purple Finches were abundant, their 
numbers increasing toward the end of the winter. Near 
Greenwich, Conn. 92 House Finches were recorded 
on the Christmas Count; on Long Island 6 were seen 
almost daily at Lynbrook and at Port Washington 
a flock of about 26 has been present for 3 years 
(A. Dove); there were 3 seen on Dec. 31 at High- 
land Park, N. J., later 8 were counted there (Mrs. 
W. C. Nicholas, fide Mrs. Dickerson). Pine Gros- 
beaks were abundant in the northern part of the Re- 
gion but very few reached the vicinity of New 
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York City; at Mount Royal, Que. a 


100 spent most of the winter feeding fies of 
the Mountain Ash; at Lancaster, N. H_ 4 re ve 
on Dec. 29 (R. M. Hatch); they wer sn 
the Adirondacks and relatively numerous 4: | mein 
Vt. (AM, EM); the grosbeaks were fairly common 
in the Connecticut River Valley in Mas isetts in 


the early winter and again in mid-Feb v: Pitts 


burg, N. H. reported over 100 in December 
The few reports from the southern part of th Resion 
included 2 or 3 birds each. 

A European Goldfinch spent a fe s in early 
February at a feeder in Maplewood, N (Mrs. P 
Smith). A Hoary Redpoll was identified at St 
Augustine on Feb. 28 (FH, RL). Comn Redpolls 


were seen pretty generally and some ark 
good flocks; at Lancaster, N. H. 120 were seen on 
March 31 (RMH); they were common Brandon 
Vt. on Jan. 14 (EB); they were frequent at Wil. 
liamsburg, Mass. with 200 on Jan. 17 but only a few 
during February: on Jan. 3 there were about 100 at 
South Amherst, Mass. (Graves ). Pine Siskins were 
abundant in Vermont and New Hampshire but no: 
so in other parts of the Region with the exception 
of southwestern Connecticut. Am. Goldfinches were 
abundant at many points, particularly in the late win- 
ter; on Dec. 6, however, 75 were seen at Norfolk. 
Conn. (RMH). 

But few Red Crossbills were reported: 7 at Top- 
sham, Vt. on Dec. 27 and Jan. 13 (AM, EM); 4 at 
Walpole, N. H. on Feb. 17 (Richards); a pair at 
Garden City, L. I. has been seen almost daily since 
Dec. 30 and on March 7 was joined by another pair 
(Mrs. C. W. MacLean). There were other records 
from widely separated points. White-winged Cross- 
bills were not numerous but were pretty generally 
distributed in small flocks; 165 were reported from 
Pittsburg, N. H. on Dec. 23; 20 were at Sher- 
burne, Vt. on March 8; they were rather plentiful in 
the Adirondacks but scarce to absent in the southern 
part of the Region. 

The Rufous-sided Towhee was not an unusual 
winter resident; several were reported in western 
Massachusetts; 1 was seen near Montreal, Que. until 
Jan. 9 (Golden); 3 pairs wintered at New Canaan, 
Conn. (AAB) ; an increasing number came from the 
reports from Long Island and New Jersey. Eight 
Ipswich Sparrows were seen at the Jamaica Bay 
Sanctuary on Long Island in early March (JJE) 
Oregon Juncos were reported more often than usual: 
1 at Highland Falls, N. Y. on March 16 (E. D 
Treacy); a ¢ was at Pelham, Mass. from Feb. 19 
to March 31 (Seitz); 1 spent the winter at New 
Canaan, Conn. (H. L. Achilles); at Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
1 arrived in mid-February and spent several days at 
a feeder with other juncos (Patricia Bunce): near 
Wyoming, Pa. on March 7 a ¢ in perfect plumage 
was seen (WR), on the following day an individual 
of this species was reported in Dallas, Pa. about 6 
miles distant; it was probably the same bird. Several 
White-crowned Sparrows wintered: 1, an immature, 
was at Northampton, Mass. from Jan. 4 to March 7 
and was seen by many observers. Several rather large 
flocks of Lapland Longspurs were reported, 60 at 
Northampton, Mass. on Jan. 1 (Smart) but they were 
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not seen there again until mid-February: several flocks 
were on southern Long Island in the late winter. 
Snow Buntings were normal in numbers and in dis- 
tribution. ‘ 
Corrigenda.—Vol. 13, p. 15, second column, line 
;. change Plover to Phalarope, line 16 after Wil- 
con's add Phalarope. CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Throughout most of the Region the weather was 
somewhat dry with fairly normal temperatures except 




















for an extremely cold December, which averaged from 
5 to 8° below normal. Southern Virginia and the 
coastal areas north into Maryland had two heavy 
snowfalls in mid-December which totaled 14.7 inches 
at Norfolk. Both Norfolk and Richmond had the 
unusual experience of a snow cover lasting a full 8 
days. Small land birds were reported down in num- 
bers, especially about feeding stations, but some ob- 
servers attributed this to the generally open winter 
and good feeding conditions in rural areas. 

Grebes—An astounding influx of Red-necked 
Grebes occurred in the northern part of the Region 
south to the Potomac River from late February through 
March. The peak count during this period was 38 
along the Delaware River between Yardley, Pa. and 
Lambertville. N. J. (A. Brady, J. MclIlvain, & L. 
Thomas). Other counts included 18 at Tinicum, 
Philadelphia, on March 18 (J. Miller); 23 at Tri- 
adelphia Reservoir, Md. on March 13 (R. E. Stewart, 
S. H. Low): 3 at Loch Raven, Md. on March 31 
(H. Kaestner); and 3 at Seneca, Md. on March 21 
(C. N. Mason, G. M. Meade & Mr. and Mrs. R. P. 
Teele). Single birds were reported in such unlikely 
places as Green Lane Reservoir, Montgomery Co., 
Pa, March 8 (R. F. Miller); Morgantown, Berks 
Co, Pa., March 14 (E. Poole); and Haddonfield, 
N Js March 22 (D. Sanville). Other local coastal 
ind inland records indicate the invasion was wide- 
spread. A Western Grebe was examined through a 
90X scope for some time at Barnegat, N. J. on Dec. 
28 (L. Walsh, e¢ al.). 

Herons, Egrets—A colony of 62 Great Blue Herons 
was found nesting in a swampy area in western 
Cumberland Co.. N. J. om March 21 (E. Man- 





ners). Wintering “southern” herons and egrets were 
almost entirely absent in the Region following the 
extreme cold of December, the reduction over the 
past two winters being about 95 per cent. Among 
the few interesting records were a Common Egret at 
Port Republic, N. J., Jan. 1 (J. Crowell & J. Wolf) ; 
a Little Blue Heron at Denton, Md., Dec. 20 (Edith 
Adkins & R. L. Kleen); and 2 Snowy Egrets at 
Fortescue, N. J., March 15, which may have been 
extremely early spring transients (F. McLaughlin). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks —Two Mute Swans were 
found at Chincoteague Refuge, Va. on Dec. 30 
(GMM, J. B. Meade). There seems to be no valid 
previous record of this bird in Virginia, and since 
there seems no way to prove these were feral, the 
record should probably be considered hypothetical. 
Some 45,000 Brant were estimated at Cape May, N. J. 
on Dec. 28 (fide E. A. Choate). A White-fronted 
Goose stayed at a small pond near Charlottesville, Va. 
from Dec. 28 through the winter (K. Lawless, C. E. 
Stevens). This appears to be the only inland record 
for this bird in Virginia. The Snow Goose migration 
reached its height at Fortescue, N. J. during the lat- 
ter part of November. G. R. Moore made an aerial 
survey on Nov. 23 and found no geese. Again on 
Nov. 28 he found a huge flock coming in from the 
northwest which he estimated to be 2 to 3 miles 
long and 14 mile wide and containing something 
less than 100,000 birds. In spite of this count, which 
may be an all-time peak for this race, wintering flocks 
at Chincoteague Refuge and lower Back Bay were 
estimated to contain only 15 per cent young, seem- 
ingly indicating a dismal reproductive failure last 
year (T. W. Martin). At Presquile Refuge, near 
Hopewell, Va., W. C. Good found a winter popula- 
tion of 20 Snow and 55 Blue Geese. At Remington 
Farms, near Chestertown, Md., D. D. Gibson and 
M. Paschall counted 46 Snow and 122 Blue Geese 
on March 19. At the same place on March 14 P. A. 
DuMont and others saw a “pink-footed” Bean 
Goose, which couldn't be accounted for as an escape 
or a wild bird. 

In general it seemed a poor year for ducks, with 
Back Bay reporting the worst year in its history. At 
the opposite extreme J. M. Abbott and E. G. Davis 
felt that the duck population in the area about Wash- 
ington, D. C. and Alexandria, Va. was the best in 
many years, both in species and in numbers. A Com- 
mon Teal was observed at Brigantine Refuge, N. J. 
on March 7 (P. O'Brien), and 2 Blue-winged Teal 
were seen there on Jan. 1 (JC & JW). There were 
three reports of single European Widgeon: Sandy 
Point, near Annapolis, Md. on Dec. 21 (C. S. Rob- 
bins & T. Stiles), Gibson Island, Md., Feb. 25 through 
March 13 (V. Henderson, E. Tappan), and Tucker- 
ton, N. J. on Feb. 15 (B. Murray, et al.). There 
were a number of unusual winter reports of Wood 
Ducks including one at Byram, N. J. on Dec. 10 (V. 
Abraitys) and another at Fort Belvoir, Va. on Dec. 
20 (JMA). Among the unprecedented peak counts 
of ducks at Alexandria, Va. were 76 Redheads on 
March 17, 350 Canvasbacks on Feb. 15, 7000 scaup 
(both species) in mid-February, and 8 White-winged 
Scoters on Feb. 1 (JMA). A flock of 32 Greater 
Scaup near Charlottesville, Va. on Feb. 23 was quite 
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unusual (CES); some 2000 were seen in Barnegat 
Bay, N. J. on Jan. 29 (M. Broun). Don Kunkle 
estimated that some 500 Buffleheads wintered near 
the mouth of the Maurice River, N. J., on Delaware 
Bay. There were 4 interesting reports of single Harle- 
quin Ducks: Cape May, Dec. 28 (J. Cadbury, e¢ al.), 
Ocean City, Md., Feb. 23 (E. G. Baldwin, J. Mer- 
sereau), Indian River Inlet, Del., Feb. 21 (EGB, 
JM) to March 15 (DDG), and, most unusual of 
all, Craney Island, Hampton Roads, Va. on Dec. 13 
(J. E. Ames & C. C. Garvin). 

Hawks—A Turkey Vulture roost of about 100 
birds was found at Robbinsville, N. J. on Jan. 25 
(VA, H. Barlow, & H. Drinkwater), and a Gos- 
hawk was seen on the Cape May Christmas Count on 
Dec. 28 (fide EAC). Rough-legged Hawks were far 
more common than usual this winter. Interesting 
counts in the southern part of the Region included 
3 at Chincoteague Refuge on Dec. 30 (GMM, ef al.), 
2 in western Albemarle Co., Va. on Dec. 23 
(CES), and 1 at Alexandria, Va. on Feb. 20 (JMA). 
A group of New Jersey Audubon Society observers 
under the direction of Frank McLaughlin had located 
8 occupied Bald Eagle nests in southern New Jersey 
by mid-March. Both the Audubon Society of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the Virginia Society of Orni- 
thology have similar Bald Eagle nesting surveys under 
way. A light-phase Gyrfalcon was observed at the 
northern end of Long Beach, N. J. on Jan. 29; the 
bird landed on low ground permitting good observa- 
tion (MB). 

Turkey, Rails —The Teeles, DuMont, and David 
Pierce flushed a bronze hen Turkey from the Potomac 
River bank in Washington on Dec. 27 and watched 
it fly to the Virginia shore. This must be the first 
District of Columbia record in over 75 years. Clapper 
Rails wintered in good numbers in coastal Virginia, 
and King Rails were more common than usual at 
Norfolk (W. F. Rountrey). A Virginia Rail was 
found at a spring pool at Delair, N. J. on Jan. 11 
(J. Jacobs). 

Shorebirds.—Semipalmated Plovers were seen a 
number of times throughout the winter in the Hamp- 
ton Roads area (WFR, W. P. Smith). Four Ruddy 
Turnstones were found at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J. 
on Jan. 29 (MB) and at least 9 at Chincoteague, Va. 
on Dec. 30 (F. R. Scott, et al.). A Willet at Ocean 
City, Md. on Dec. 30 (J. E. Willoughby) was the 
first winter record for the state. Up to 3 Purple Sand- 
pipers were seen at Craney Island, Va., first on Jan. 
24 (JEA); 3 were found on sod clumps at Fortescue, 
N. J. on March 14 (FMcL), an unusual record for 
that rockless area. A Long-billed Dowitcher was 
observed several times near Philadelphia in November 
and December (fide E. H. Rigby). A Marbled God- 
wit found on Assateague Island, Md. on Dec. 30 was 
the first state winter record (H. Armistead, er al.). 
H. Hespenheide, F. C. Richardson, Rountrey, and 
Sykes found a Ruff on March 21 along the Knotts 
Island Causeway, N. C. When flushed the bird flew 
over the nearby state line into Virginia. 

Gulls, Terns, Murres—A Glaucous Gull was ob- 
served on Feb. 15 at Brigantine Refuge (I. Black, 
BM, et al.), where there are few previous records. 
One of the features of the winter was the increase in 
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Great Black-backed Gulls in the southern 


: ; : : tt of the 
Region, particularly inland in Maryland and Virginia 
Of most interest was that they wintered yp the 

° 2 oe t 
Potomac River as far as Stafford Co Va.. where 


a peak of 17 adults was seen on Feb. 1 and 22 (E. T 
McKnight). Smaller numbers were observed itregu. 
larly up the river as far as Alexandria (JMA 
ETMcK). The Herring Gull continues to increase ac 
a wintering bird in Virginia. It now normally out: 
numbers the Ring-billed Gull along the coast, and the 
ratio of Herring to Ring-billed is increasing steadily 
inland. The Black-headed Gull was reported at 
Barnegat, N. J. on Dec. 28 (Ann Chamberlain « “e 
Collins) and Craney Island, Va. on Feb. 14 (D. W. 
Lamm, et al.). There seems to be no previous record 
for Virginia. Both the Forster's and Royal Terns were 
far less common than in recent years in the lower 
Chesapeake area. A Common Murre was found 
dead at Tuckerton, N. J. on Feb. 15 by B. Murray. 
T. Butler, and G. Vriens. A skin was prepared and 
the identification carefully checked. Apparently, this 
is only the second record for New Jersey. : 

Owls, Woodpeckers—Five active Great Horned 
Owl nests were found in the Philadelphia area during 
March. The only Snowy Owl report was one in St 
Marys Co., Md. on Dec. 21 (J. M. Banagan) 
Several Long-eared Owls perhaps 6, were found at 
Mt. Laurel, N. J. on Feb. 22 (Sarah Aldrich). Saw- 
whet Owls were considerably less common than last 
winter, with only a very few reports. The Red-headed 
Woodpecker was widely reported in Virginia, with 
the most reports for any recent winter, and in the 
southern part of the Region the Yellow-bellied Sap. 
sucker was reported in unusual numbers. R. K. Burns 
found a Red-cockaded Woodpecker at Blackwater 
Refuge, Md. on Dec. 31. 

Kingbird, Swallows, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—Mts 
L. E. Burford and Gisela Grimm reported an Eastern 
Kingbird near Back Bay, Va. on Dec. 27. Winter 
Barn Swallows were reported twice, 1 at Cape May 
on Dec. 28 (fide EAC) and 2 at Bombay Hook Re- 
fuge, Del. on Dec. 21 (EAC & D. Cadbury). There 
was little movement of Black-capped Chickadees or 
either the White-breasted or Red-breasted Nuthatches 
this year. Reports of the Red-breasted Nuthatch were 
few and scattered. 

Wrens, Bluebirds, Waxwings—A House Wren 
was found at Raven Rock, N. J. on Jan. 1 (VA) 
and another at Port Tobacco, Md. on Dec. 26 (CSR). 
Winter Wrens seem to be at a particularly low point 
throughout the Region this year. Lawless saw a 
Bewick’s Wren near Warren, Va. on Dec. 31, one of 
the few winter records for Albemarle County. Eastern 
Bluebirds remained low in numbers over the entire 
Region, but in New Jersey there seemed to be some 
improvement in migrants over last spring. Fred 
Poole found 54 Cedar Waxwings at Woodbury, N. J 
on Jan. 3, an unusually large flock for the area and 
time of year. 

Gnatcatchers, Warblers —Two Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers were found at Denton, Md. on Dec. 20 (J. 
Smith). A Black-and-white Warbler was seen at 
Petersburg, Va. on Dec. 15 (W. B. McIlwaine), and 
2 Orange-crowned Warblers were reported near Lititz, 
Pa. on Dec. 28 (fide B. L. Sharp). Harriet Sutton 
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and others saw 4 late Cape May Warbler at Accomac, 
Va. on Dec. 7 and Elizabeth Lippincott found a 
Palm Warbler at Marleton, N. J. on Dec. 19, an 
for the area. R. H. Peake and E. A. 


unusual record f 
Webster located a Yellow-breasted Chat near Norfolk, 


Va. on Dec. 30 : x 
Blackbirds, Orioles—Both Redwinged Blackbirds 


and Common Grackles wintered in numbers inland in 
Virginia. much farther than in any recent year, and 
the ratio of Common Grackles to Redwinged Black- 
birds was far higher than usual in both Virginia and 
Maryland. For example, at Ocean City, Md. on Dec. 
3 observers estimated some 180,000 Common 
Grackles but only 33,000 Redwinged Blackbirds (John 
Webb, ef al.). The Dismal Swamp flock on the same 
day was estimated to contain 6,000,000 of each spe- 
cies (PWS, et al.). And even at Warren, Va., some 
150 miles from the coast, Stevens and Lawless esti- 
mated 13,000 Common Grackles and only 48 Red- 
winged Blackbirds! Rusty Blackbirds were surprisingly 
common locally. Up to 150 wintered at Glen Moore, 
Pa. (Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Frankenfield), 476 were recorded 
around Fort Belvoir, Va. on Dec. 20 (JMA, e al.), 
and 14,404 were reported at Warren, Va. on Dec. 
31 (KL & CES). A few Brewer's Blackbirds were 
reported, the best count being 10 at Bombay Hook, 
Del. on Dec. 21 (fide D. Cutler). There were a few 
records of Baltimore Orioles even after the cold 
December. That they survived was probably due 
largely to feeding stations. A bright-plumaged bitd 
was seen at Moorestown, N. J. on Jan. 10 (SA). 

Fringillids —There were two reports of Dickcissels 
from the southern part of the Region. A. D. Geis 
found one at Clarksville, Md. on Dec. 15, and Mrs. 
L. E. Burford had one at her feeding station in Nor- 
folk from March 12 to the end of the period. Evening 
Grosbeaks arrived late in numbers but were locally 
rather common in the northern part of the Region. 
Records elsewhere were few and scattered, the most 
interesting being 1 at Norfolk on Nov. 24 (WFR 
& PWS) and a flock of 15 in Blackwater Swamp, 
Sussex Co., Va. on March 8 (C. C. Steirly). Purple 
Finches seemed normal in Virginia but in much 
reduced numbers farther north. There were very few 
reports of Pine Siskins. High tides at Chincoteague, 
Va. on Dec. 30 produced some notable concentrations 
of marsh birds. The count for the day included 121 
Sharp-tailed and 23 Seaside Sparrows (JMA, et al.). 
A Lincoln’s Sparrow, first found singing near Oxon 
Run, D. C. in late November by C. R. Hough, Sr., 
was seen there on Dec. 27 by C. R. Hough, Jr., and 
W. del Grande. Snow Buntings appeared in a number 
ot places along Chesapeake Bay in both Maryland and 
Virginia. Up to 75 wintered at Craney Island, Va. 
(JEA, WFR). Three Lapland Longspurs were seen at 
Rehoboth, Del. on Jan. 1 (fide H. Matthews), 18 at 
Sandy Point near Annapolis on Jan. 11 (Hilda Smith, 
C.N. Thomsens, et al.), and 3 near Thurmont, Md. 
on Dec. 20 (TS & R. A. Sundell). 


Corrigendum:—In Audubon Field Notes 13:18, 


substitute “cider” for “King Eider.” This bird was 
in changing plumage and difficult to identify with cer- 
tainty—F. R. Scott, 115 Kennondale Lane, Rich- 


mond 26, Va. and JULIAN K. Potter, 473 Park Ave., 
Collingswood, N. i. 





SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The winter of 1958-59, following one of the coldest 
winters in many years, was fairly close to normal 
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again, although three of the four months averaged 
colder than normal by as much as 5 degrees. February 
alone was abnormally mild. Freezing cold did not 
reach Atlanta before Dec. 11. Last winter, south 
Georgia had its first ice on Nov. 20. Backing up the 
Weather Bureau's records of a rather commonplace 
winter was the absence of comment upon it. By the * 
same token there must have been a_ near-normal 
winter bird population in many of our areas. There 
were notable exceptions, however. At North Wilkes- 
boro, just below the Virginia line, Wendell Smith, 
after carefully censusing 40 acres of woodland and 
150 acres of fields, concluded that ‘““Winter birds have 
been less numerous than in the other winters I have 
been here (since 1953)—even such species as the 
Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Chickadee, Robin, Hermit 
Thrush, Cardinal, and Purple Finch showed a de- 
cline.” He noted an increase in the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker and Common Crow. As for the food 
supply, he found acorn and beechnut crops poor and 
very few holly and dogwood berries. 


From Waycross, Ga., in the southern part of the 


Region, Eugene Cypert, Refuge Biologist at the 
Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge, reported “small birds 
decidedly less numerous here this winter than during 
the same period last year.” From still farther south, 
at St. Marys, Ga., Dick Kuerzi wrote: ‘smaller land 
birds definitely much scarcer than last year.” He 
ended a list of fifteen species present at half-normal 
population with the statement that “‘local Barred 
Owls are missing in localities where last winter they 
could always be heard.’ Clapper Rails, Killdeer, Red- 
winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles were noted 
as present in greater numbers than last winter. 


At Savannah, Ga. Ivan Tomkins found waterbirds 


in normal numbers, with some exceptions. Land birds 
listed as scarce or missing were mostly sparrows, a 
notation also made by Fred Denton at nearby Augusta. 
Denton thought that the population of White-throated 
Sparrows was definitely down from the past two or 
three winters. He felt that birds had definitely in- 
creaseda—'or maybe were just more in evidence’ — 
in December when the rains finally broke the long 
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dry spell. Joe Norwood at Charlotte, N. C. found 
birds generally more scarce than usual but pointed to 
a definite increase over last winter in the number of 
Eastern Bluebirds present. 

Northern birds out of bounds to the south included 
Common Eider, Rough-legged Hawk, Glaucous Gull, 
Black-legged Kittiwake, Razorbill, Ipswich Spar- 
row, and Lapland Longspur; not out of bounds, 
and not expected: Evening Grosbeaks. 

Southern birds out of bounds to the north, or te- 
maining north, were: White Ibis, Purple Gallinule, 
and Yellow-breasted Chat. 

Western birds displaced to the east: Eared Grebe, 
Western Kingbird, Vermilion Flycatcher, Sprague’s 
Pipit, and Western Meadowlark. 

Grebes—An Eared Grebe was collected from the 
Yacht Basin within the city limits at Charleston, for 
the museum by Director E. Milby Burton, Jan. 14. 
It was found the day before by Walter Dawn. This 
is a first record for South Carolina. Pied-billed Grebes 
were noticeably missing from the ponds over Pied- 
mont, North Carolina throughout the winter (JRN). 

Herons, Ibises—Kuerzi found herons and egrets 
generally below normal at St. Marys. The Common 
Egret remained in good numbers at the Okefenokee 
Swamp all winter (EC). Higher up, at the Savannah 
Refuge, a great many Common Egrets and Little Blue 
Herons gathered in March suggesting the formation of 
a breeding colony (EOM). No Wood Ibis were 
known to winter as far up as Savannah (IT); most 
of them vacated Okefenokee by early December, 
but 7 were found there, Dec. 23 (EC). Eight White 
Ibis were seen (4 observers) at Charleston on Dec. 
29. In a very unusual occurrence, they wintered at 
Okefenokee in relatively large numbers; 3 parties 
counted 542 there during the Christmas Count, Dec. 
20. 

Waterfowl.—At Lennon's Marsh, Lumberton, N. C., 
2 Whistling Swans dropped in on March 8 and fed 
with the other waterfowl for two days before leav- 
ing (JLS). Canada Geese apparently filled their usual 
distribution but not in spectacular numbers; 15 gos- 
lings from captive breeding were released at Lum- 
berton and left this spring for the North (JLS). A 
Snow Goose was present on the Savannah Refuge 
between Jan. 9 and Feb. 6. It was with 1 to 4 Blue 
Geese that came in during November and also left, 
Feb. 9 (EOM); Cypert listed 2 Blues as new species 
for the Okefenokee Refuge, Dec. 20. Ducks were 
definitely in smaller numbers inland in the Carolinas. 
A population count was not obtained from the Mat- 
tamuskeet Refuge. The Christmas Count taken there 
is not representative as far as numbers go because of 
the bad weather conditions at the time. At the Savan- 
nah Refuge, Mellinger placed the peak for Mallards 
at 42,000 in early January. The high there last winter 
was 26,000. Other top population figures at Savan- 
nah: Black Duck, under 2000; Gadwall, low this year, 
only several hundred; Pintail, about 13,000 in Decem- 
ber; Green-winged Teal, 2600; Blue-winged Teal, 
several hundred; Am. Widgeon, 600: Shoveler, 1000; 
Wood Duck, at least 5000 in early December, a 
very definite improvement over last year's figure. A 
lone Gadwall was found on the Atlanta Christmas 
count, Dec. 21. A Common Eider, oiled and appar- 
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ently unable to fly, was studied in the suri 
Hatteras, Feb. 1, and satisfactorily identi: 
JR, CCS, et al.). , 
Hawks.—A Rough-legged Hawk was seen at dose 
range 10 miles south of Raleigh, Wake Co. N. ¢ 
on Jan. 3 and another, or the same bird. was es 
again within 2 miles of this location, March 7 (|BF 
RFS). An immature Golden Eagle was seen at the 
Bear Island Refuge, Colleton Co. S. C, Dec. ¢ 


Suwan- 


t Cape 
(JEA. 


(RHC and party); another was found on the 
nee Canal, Okefenokee Refuge, Dec. 20 (IT). 

Cranes.—Apparently only 6 or 8 resident Sandhill 
Cranes were at Okefenokee Swamp until the first 
week of December. On Dec. 5, they numbered 54: 
Dec. 20, 191; Jan. 12, 58; and Jan. 23, 25. A migra. 
tion seems to have taken place in early March (EC) 

Rails, Gallinule, Coot-—Kuerzi found Clapper Rails 
very common all winter at St. Marys. A Purple Gal- 
linule was found at the Savannah Refuge, Jan. 23, by 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Gammell of North Dakota 
It was seen again, Jan. 27 (IT, EOM). Inland. Am 
Coots were not as common as usual in North Carolina 
(JRN). 

Shorebirds.—There were but few Am. Oyster. 
catchers in the Savannah area. Tomkins found one 
group numbering as many as 25 on Feb. 26. One 
Am. Golden Plover on Jan. 1 and 2, Jan. 2, were 
studied at length in comparison with Black-bellied 
Plovers at Wilmington. This is the first reported 
spring occurrence on the Carolina coast as far as we 
know (DE, ECA, JI, GM). One or two Marbled 
Godwits were at Hiltonhead Island, S. C., during 
December and January (IT); 2 were on the Sapelo 
Island, Ga. Christmas Count, Jan. 1 (EO). Am 
Avocets were reported at Wilmington, 1, Dec. 
through 13 (DE); and 3 at Hatteras, Feb. 14 and 
22 (PWS Jr., HAH). Purple Sandpipers were fewer 
than during the past nine winters on the Savannah 
beaches (IT). 

Gulls, Terns, Auks.——An immature Glaucous Gull 
was carefully identified in direct comparison with an 
adult Herring Gull at Oregon Inlet, N. C. on Feb. 22 
by P. W. Sykes, Jr., C. W. Brinkley and H. W. 
Scheld. An adult male Great Black-backed Gull was 
at Wilmington from mid-December to mid-March 
(DE). About 50 Herring Gulls showed up over a 
pond at Eastover, mear Columbia, S. C., Dec. 6 
(WHF). An adult and 2 immature Black-legged 
Kittiwakes, the young oiled but able to fly, were 
studied within 20 feet and satisfactorily identified. 
Feb. 1, at Cape Hatteras, Dare Co., N. C. (JEA, 
Jr., CCS, et al.) ; 4 immatures, presumably including 
the Feb. 1 group, were seen at the same spot, Feb. 14, 
and independently identified (PWS, Jr., HAH). For- 
ster’s Terns were more numerous than usual all 
winter at Tybee Beach, Savannah (IT). An oil- 
soaked Razorbill, unable to fly, was found at Cape 
Hatteras, Feb. 1 (JEA, Jr., et al.). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Ycllow- 
shafted Flickers were commented upon as abundant at 
Savannah (IT) and at Columbus, Ga. (LAW). At 
Tybee, Savannah, Tomkins collected a Western King- 
bird, Dec. 2. He found Eastern Phoebes in normal 
numbers there. Elsewhere, where noted, they were 
very scarce. A Vermilion Flycatcher was present at 
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the Savannah Refuge between Jan. 18 and March 20, 
and was watched by large groups of visitors. This is 
the second record for South Carolina (IT, EOM, 
: Sie :, Thrushes, Bluebirds —Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were strangely missing at Elkin, N. C., 
this winter (LH). Two Brown-headed Nuthatches 
were present at a suet feeder at Hickory, N. C. several 
weeks following March 4 (JWC). A single Wood 
Thrush was seen at Charleston, Dec. 29 (EAC). 
in the vicinity of Charlotte, Eastern Bluebirds ap- 
seared about normal or better, toward the end of the 
period (JRN). 

 Pipits, Waxwings.—A Sprague’s Pipit, viewed at 
39 yards with a 30X scope, was satisfactorily identi- 
fed in a flock of about 100 Water Pipits at Jekyll 
Island, Ga., Dec. 31 (DWS). Cedar Waxwings were 
noted in normal numbers at Augusta (JFD). 

Vireos, Warblers—Fewer than usual notes were 
received regarding these groups. Kuerzi reported a 
Solitary Vireo as noteworthy at St. Marys, Jan. 18. 
A Yellow-breasted Chat was seen at Wilmington, 
jan. 24 (HL); another visited a feeder during the 
snow of Dec. 11 at Washington, Beaufort Co., N. C. 
(MMcL). 

Meadowlarks, Orioles, Blackbirds —On the basis 
of recently learned field marks, Kuerzi reported 2 
Western Meadowlarks studied at St. Marys, Jan. 11. 
Baltimore Orioles were reported from Wilmington 
as follows: 1, Dec. 8; 2, Dec. 17; 3, Feb. 6; 4, Feb. 
24, all in Mrs. Boegli’s yard, and one at Middle 
Sound nearby at Mrs. Herbert Kyle’s feeder, Dec. 23 
(ELA); at Brookgreen Gardens near Georgetown, 
S. C. a female was seen, Feb. 1 (TWS); Denton 
found a male at Augusta, March 8; and at Albe- 
marle, N. C. a male and an immature bird were at 
Mrs. J. U. Whitlock’s feeder during the latter part of 
January and February. Rusty Blackbirds appeared to 
be more abundant this year than ever in the Wil- 
mington area (ELA). 

Finches, Sparrows.—Purple Finches were found in 
very slim numbers in the upper part of the Region and 
were very scarce farther south. At St. Marys, singles 
were recorded on Dec. 13, Jam. 10, and Jan. 17 
(RGK); Denton noted 3 on March 22 at Augusta. 
Pine Siskins were almost entirely absent. One was 
seen in a city yard at Charlotte, Dec. 15 (JRN). 
Tomkins at Savannah noted a half-dozen Am. Gold- 
inches where 200 to 300 were seen last winter. He 
found an Ipswich Sparrow on the north end of 
Tybee Beach, Feb. 26. Chipping Sparrows were 
present all winter in small numbers around Charlotte. 
On Jekyll Island, Ga., a Lapland Longspur was studied 
at 70 yards with a 30X scope on a hotel lawn and 
satistactorily described, Dec. 26 (DWS). 

Initialed Contributors: John E. Ames, Jr., Edna 
Lanier Appleberry, J. Weston Clinard, Ernest A. Cutts, 
Eugene Cypert, J. Fred Denton, Mrs. Dot Earle, 
Mrs. W. H. Faver, John B. Funderburg, Linville 
Hendren, H. A. Hespenheide, John Irvine, Richard 
G. Kuerzi, Harry Lattimer, Greg Massey, Mrs. Mary 
McLaurin, E. O. Mellinger, Joseph R. Norwood, 
Eugene Odum, Dr. and Mrs. T. W. Simpson, Wendell 
: Smith, David W. Sonneborn, R. T. Soots, J. L. 
Stevens, C. C. Stierly, Paul W. Sykes, Jr., Ivan 





Tomkins, L. A. Wells —B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Mat- 
thews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Just a year after the coldest 


weather of record, the winter of 1958-59 did not seem 
severe, but U. S. Weather Bureau records show that 
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December and January had subnormal average tem- 
peratures throughout the Region. After a balmy Feb- 
ruary, March was also slightly cooler than normal. 
It is doubtful, however, that further losses in bird 
populations were caused by the relatively slight de- 
partures from normal temperatures during the period. 
As a matter of fact, weather should be considered a 
beneficial factor with the rise of water to normal 
levels because of heavy rains toward the end of the 
period. In most parts of the Region water levels are 
at or close to their normal levels, and most species 
which had suffered losses due primarily to the recent 
prolonged drought had returned to their normal status, 
at least in North Florida. 

The Great Land-Bird Dearth—From the late winter 
of 1957-58 through the fall migration some observers 
displayed commendable restraint regarding the fact 
of mass mortality of land birds. By March 1959, 
however, not a single correspondent doubted the fact. 
Overcoming their restraint, some prefaced their com- 
ments with such introductory phrases as “Despite this 
feeling for a need for conservatism .. .” (HPL), 
and “more or less casual field impressions . . . may 
be altogether misleading’ (WBR); but all agreed 
upon the genuine reduction in the numbers of certain 
species. In most instances, no doubt, part of their 
conviction arose from their experience on the Christ- 
mas Counts. Such a concerted inventory of birdlife 
seemed certain to test the validity of this decrease. 

In an effort to determine which species were the 
hardest hit, the editor compared the results of com- 
parable counts for 1957 and 1958 for all species 
recorded on the former count. Counts were adjudged 
comparable if the total number of party-hours afield 
did not decrease more than 20%, but only those 
species were considered whose numbers decreased by 
at least 50%. For several reasons this approach is 
ultra-conservative: 1. Two of the 13 Counts included 
greatly increased their coverage in 1958 (12 to 32, 
and 47 to 7014 party-hours). 2. Decreases of less 
than 50% in numbers of individuals might well be 
considered significant. 3. Many of the species which 
were undoubtedly affected do not range throughout 
the Region, consequently data are lacking for these 
species on several Counts. 4. It is most likely that 
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some species were already reduced by the Christmas 
season of 1957, which is the basis for the comparison. 

Despite the limitations imposed by these methods, 
a number of species showed decreases of at least 50% 
on more than half of the 13 Counts included. This 
list is headed by the Catbird and the Am. Goldfinch, 
which showed such a drastic decline on 10 Counts. 
Following in order were: Semipalmated Plover, House 
Wren, Robin, Eastern Bluebird, and Solitary Vireo, 
9 Counts; Brown Thrasher and Field Sparrow, 8; 
Least Sandpiper, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Myrtle War- 
bler, and Song Sparrow, 7. It is doubtful whether 
the decreases in total eastern population are com- 
parable in the above species. There is evidence that 
some, such as the Robin, Myrtle Warbler, and Field 
and Song Sparrows, simply did not migrate so far 
south this winter as last, for their populations in North 
Florida are still mear normal. Because of their re- 
stricted range in this Region, some additional birds 
undoubtedly belong to the list of ‘disaster species,” 
so the list is now extended to include all passerines 
which showed 50% decreases on at least 4 Christmas 
Counts: Eastern Phoebe, Tree Swallow, Mockingbird, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, White-eyed Vireo, Orange- 
crowned Warbler, Indigo Bunting, and Savannah and 
Grasshopper Sparrows, 6; Palm Warbler, 5; Hermit 
Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Ovenbird, 
and Vesper and White-throated Sparrows, 4. Few non- 
passerines showed such a large decrease on more than 
5 of the Counts. When the comparison is extended 
several years back, data of my own and those sent 
by Stimson (both of much smaller geographic scope) 
accentuate the decreases. 

An interesting by-product of this sharp decrease 
was a new criterion for the selection of rarities for 
the systematic account of records. Had the reviewer 
cited records of all truly rare species this winter it 
would have involved mention of some birds ordinarily 
ignored by virtue of their relative abundance. For 
example, discussion with other observers in Tallahas- 
see revealed that the average number of Hermit 
Thrushes seen during the entire winter was only 1 or 
2, consequently the species would be deemed rare 
by an absolute standard. 

Northern and Western Invasions. —Interesting visi- 
tors from the North and West, for the most part, 
contributed little toward filling the void of small 
landbirds. In the former group, perhaps the Purple 
Finch could be considered numerous in North Florida, 
but other species were hard to find. Some western 
species regarded as regular visitors (Black-throated 
Gray Warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow, etc.) were un- 
reported throughout the period, and most others were 
seen only once or twice. The large western species of 
flycatchers were reduced in South Florida, but they 
added new winter records to the few extant in the 
northern parts. The fact that some Christmas Counts 
broke their records for numbers of species despite 
these drawbacks is attributed to better planning and 
a fine showing of waterbirds. 

The Spring Migration —The weather pattern pro- 
vided an excellent opportunity to determine whether 
heavy nocturnal migrations of wintering species might 
occur before the arrival of transients and summer resi- 
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dents in late March. Few birds, however. we; 


Aly found 
at the television towers following rainy nichts until 
the vireos and warblers arrived on the last - days of 
the month (HLS, KLP). Perhaps this indicates that 
the wintering migrants, which surely must move in 
numbers earlier than that, are chiefly diurnal mj. 
grants. The combination of frequent rains and cold 


fronts proved effective, though, in grounding some 
unusual or very early migrants, especially, around 
the middle of the month (cf. Black Rail, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Kentucky Warbler, Scarlet Tanager). 

Loons and Grebes.—The Red-throated Loon either 
is increasing in Florida or is more frequently dis. 
tinguished. It was recorded on 4 Christmas Counts 
and 4 times since that period. One on Alligator Point 
(Franklin Co.), March 22 (RLC), is the latest 
of record for the Tallahassee Division. Other rarities 
were a Red-necked Grebe at Shell Point (Wakulla 
Co.), March 4 (ACB), and the Western Grebe on 
the Cocoa Count Dec. 29 (JO). 

Shearwaters and Petrels —Confirmation of 2 addi- 
tions to the Florida list was not received in time for 
the last report: A Cory’s Shearwater was found 
dead at Palm Beach on Nov. 14 (HPL) and the head 
and feet preserved in formalin. On Oct. 21 a petrel 
was found in Key West and fed on table scraps until 
it died on the 30th. Then the bird was given to 
Frances Hames, and the skin, eventually sent off for 
identification, proved to be that of Harcourt’s Petrel 
(Oceanodroma castro). Both identifications were con- 
firmed by Alexander Wetmore. The shearwater record 
has been submitted to The Auk and that of the petrel 
to The Florida Naturalist. Not quite so rare were 
the Sooty and Greater Shearwaters seen off Miami 
Beach, Feb. 7 (RR). 

Gannets and Pelicans—At least 2 observations 
altered the usual age ratio of Gannets in Florida. 
On Dec. 30, within sight of the beach at Lantana, 
14 adults and 16 immatures were counted (HPL), 
and some distance off Miami Beach 37 out of 38 
proved to be adults on March 15 (RR). White 
Pelicans appeared to be at a peak of population in 
the Peninsula. Observers estimated 2000 in Tampa 
Bay on March 22, and the wintering population 
around the Shark and Broad Rivers (Everglades 
National Park) was placed at about 3000 (WBR). 
Usually rare on the Keys, a flock of 200 was seen 
at Grassy Key (Gilmores, fide MC; date not given). 

Wading Birds —One to 2 Reddish Egrets remained 
throughout the period at Canaveral (ADC, WFW, 
et al.), perhaps the farthest north the species has 
ever wintered in Florida. Common and Snowy Egrets, 
along with the White Ibis, returned in thousands to 
their former breeding grounds in the Shark River 
rookery in late February and March (WBR). The 
mushrooming population of Cattle Egrets reached an 
estimated 1500 in the Dade County farmlands, and 
a few were found throughout the period in the Ever- 
glades National Park (WBR). A count of 67 was 
obtained at Bradenton on Feb. 15 (CWA), and of 12 
as far north as Daytona Beach, Dec. 20. One was 
found on the Jacksonville Christmas Count, and the 
species set a new arrival date in the Tallahassee Divi- 
sion by appearing at localities 40 miles apart on March 
30 (Dodd, HMS). Unusual numbers of Am. Bitterns 
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ake Jackson (Leon Co.) in February for the 
second successive year (HMS) led to the conclusion 
that migration begins that early. A Least Bittern at 
Flamingo on March 18 was thought to be an early 
migrant (BS and SS), whereas one near St. Marks 
Light, Jan. 27 (LCO and ACB), provided the Tal- 
lahassee Division with its second winter record. Con- 

cern over the plight of the Wood Ibis must have been 

alleviated somewhat when 1100 pairs nested in the 

Cuthbert-East River rookeries (young on wing by 

March 31, WBR) and 4500 additional pairs began a 

second attempt at Corkscrew Swamp in late March 

(RPA). An estimate of 300 on the northeast side of 

Like Okeechobee (DRP) may presumably be con- 

sidered additional to these. A northern winter record 

of the Glossy Ibis was obtained at Welaka, Jan. 2 

(FJA), and the earliest for the Tallahassee Division 

near St. Marks Light, March 1 (HGL); one was 

seen there again on March 24 (Dodd). Considerably 

more White Ibis than usual wintered in the coastal 

parts of Wakulla County. In its “most productive 

season in several years” (WBR), the Roseate Spoon- 

bill population was estimated at 150 pairs in Florida 

Bay (RPA and ECW). An unusual locality record for 

this species was 30 miles west of Miami on the Tami- 

ami Trail, March 27 (Kincaids, Dee). Further evi- 

dence of the establishment of the Am. Flamingo 
comes from the wintering of 6 in Florida Bay (SE, 

fde MC), and records from another correspondent 
(WBR) indicate that the number may have been 
slightly higher. 

Waterfowl—Five Brant were encountered at Rock- 
ledge, Jan. 29 (ADC), whereas 7 seen 18 miles off 
Canaveral on March 16 (LE & JJ) seem to be the 
only ones ever seen in this state in spring. Another 
White-fronted Goose was seen by the Zerbes on 
March 6, just prior to which it was discovered that 
films of the 3 seen last November (Audubon Field 
Notes 13:23) are perfectly recognizable. There seems 
to be no reason why the species should not be added 
to the accredited list of Florida birds. One Blue 
Goose strayed as far south as Palm Beach (Christmas 
Count addenda), and 7 were found near Sarasota, 
Dec. 28 (CPP). Rare in winter, 4 Snow Geese were 
studied near Tallahassee on Jan. 15 (HMS, HGL, 
et al.). A detailed account of a Fulvous Tree Duck 
which remained on the Loxahatchee Refuge from Feb. 
7 to March 29 (JMV, et al.) has been sent to The 
Florida Naturalist. Another was seen by many ob- 
servers near Florida City, Feb. 10 and 16 (WBR). 
Florida's first sight record of the Common Teal was 
chronicled near St. Marks Light on Jan. 17 (Zerbes, 
CRM, ef al.; Fla. Nat. 32:95). A European Widg- 
eon near there on March 1 and 2 (HGL, ACB, LRO) 
was the third record for the Tallahassee Division; 
others were recorded this winter on the Cocoa and 
Titusville Christmas Counts (CRM, ef al.). Three 
species of scoters and the Oldsquaw were found off 
the coast of Wakulla County during the Christmas 
season, with specimens collected of all but the Com- 
mon Scoter (LEW, et al.). Another Oldsquaw ap- 
peared at Rockledge on Feb. 12 (ADC), and 2 White- 
winged Scoters on the West Palm Beach Count. A few 
Hooded Mergansers reached the Coot Bay area in De- 
cember and January (WBR), and their population built 
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up to 40 by Feb. 15 near Everglades (DRP & RLC). 

Kites, Hawks, and Eagles——The precariously low 
population of Everglade Kites seemed to be recover- 
ing by the end of the period. Apparently there were 
6 adult males and 2 females, 2 young on the wing, 
and a nest still active (RLC, et al.). A Swallow- 
tailed Kite at Marathon, March 16 (DT), was farther 
out on the Keys than usual. All observers in South 
Florida agreed that numbers of Swainson’s Hawks 
were far below those of the past few years. The status 
of the Bald Eagle in the Everglades National Park is 
a source of encouragement. Of 24 nests in the south- 
ern parts, 11 had been successful in fledging 18 young 
and the outcome of some remained to be determined 
(WBR). A Golden Eagle seen near Tallahassee on 
Jan. 15 (HGL, HMS, et al.) was the third record 
for that division. 

Cranes, Limpkins, Rails, and Gallinules —The win- 
tering of 70 Sandhill Cranes on Payne's Prairie (near 
Gainesville), along with a “northward movement” 
on 3 dates in March (DEB) suggests the involvement 
of the northern race (canadensis) in Florida. The 
species was estimated at 105 on the Loxahatchee 
Refuge on Dec. 25 (JMV), and on the coast of 
Wakulla County, where there had been no records 
since 1913, 2 were seen around Dec. 4 (St. Marks 
Refuge personnel). “First nests’ were found on the 
Loxahatchee Refuge on Feb. 7, and a Limpkin nest 
with 4 eggs as early as Feb. 13 (also 6 young out 
of nest by March 16) (JMV). Another Limpkin 
turned up on the Keys at Marathon, March 17 (MC). 
Rare in South Florida, the Virginia Rail was seen 
at the Anhinga Trail (E.N.P.) on Feb. 8 (HM). 
Single Black Rails were found on the Cocoa Count 
(FVH) and, on March 12, at the Leon TV tower 
(HLS). An immature Purple Gallinule remained until 
Dec. 14—6 weeks late—near St. Marks Light, whereas 
a Common Gallinule at Key West on Feb. 1 (CB) 
is thought to be the first winter record for the 
Lower Keys. 

Shorebirds —Near Tallahassee heavy rains during 
the night preceding March 6 grounded many Common 
Snipe (135 counted) and the earliest Pectoral Sand- 
pipers for that division (HMS). Of the several win- 
ter records of Long-billed Curlews, 1 on St. George 
Island, Jan. 17 (HMS), was the second for that 
season in the Tallahassee Division. There were the 
usual scattered winter records of the Whimbrel, but 
1 at Marathon, March 8, was the most unusual (CB, 
FH, Cranes, et al.). The first winter record of the 
Solitary Sandpiper in the Lower Keys was obtained 
at Key West on Feb. 6 (CB). South Florida's earliest 
spring record was established near Florida City by 2 
on March 4 (WBR), and 1 near Tallahassee on 
March 7 (SO) tied the record in that division. Knots 
were estimated to number 1300 at Longboat Key on 
Feb. 5 (CPP, e¢ al.). The few winter records of Pec- 
toral Sandpipers were augmented by the presence of 
3 near Titusville, Dec. 26 (CRM), and 2 Stilt Sand- 
pipers were unusual on the Cocoa Count (ADC). 
Still another winter rarity was a Black-necked Stilt 
near Lake Okeechobee on Dec. 24 (RLC & AS). 
Red Phalaropes were again found off Cocoa, Dec. 
22 and Feb. 9 (ADC, WFW, RLC, et al.), and 7 
were seen 10 miles off Miami on Feb. 7 (RR). 
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Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—The consistent winter- 
ing of Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers off Canaveral 
was again demonstrated on Dec. 22 and Feb. 9 and 
presumably need not be referred to in future reports. 
This may well be the case on other parts of the east 
coast, as a Pomarine was seen off Miami on March 
15 (RR) and 2 Parasitic Jaegers near Titusville, Dec. 
26 (CRM). The latter species appeared for the first 
time in the Tallahassee Division when it penetrated 
well into Apalachee Bay on the Panacea and St. Marks 
Counts (1 spec., LEW). The only record of the 
Glaucous Gull was made far off Canaveral on Dec. 
22 (ADC, WFW, et al.), but the Great Black-backed 
is undoubtedly increasing in the state. The number 
at Canaveral reached at least 13, and Miami had up 
to 4 from Feb. 2 to March 8 (RLC, DRP, e¢ ai.). 
Perhaps for the first time of record, it appeared in 
the Tampa Bay region, where an adult was seen at 
St. Petersburg on Jan. 11 (CCR, FS, et al.), and an 
immature at Anna Maria intermittently from Feb. 16 
to March 20 (JB). A Gull-billed Tern remained at 
Canaveral until Jan. 17, and 4 appeared there on the 
early date of March 28. Satisfactory records of Roseate 
Terns are few, but 1 was carefully studied with Com- 
mon and Forster's Terns at Flamingo on Dec. 7 
(RLC). Two Least Terns were early or wintering at 
Anna Maria on March 13 (CPP & CRM). 

Doves, Cuckoos, and Anis.—Only recently was the 
wintering of White-crowned Pigeons established for 
the Everglades National Park, but at least 17 were 
there this season. White-winged Doves turned up at 
Anna Maria, Dec. 1 to 14 (JB, CPP, e¢ al.); St. 
Petersburg, Feb. 27 and 28 (JK); and Coot Bay, 
Dec. 19 to Jan. 14 (many observers). A wild Ringed 
Turtle Dove at Miami, March 5 to 14 (LAS, Kin- 
caids), suggests the possibility that it will become 
established there. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Merritt 
Island, Dec. 1 (WFW), was the latest ever for the 
Northern Peninsula. Evidence accrues that the Smooth- 
billed Ani is breeding widely in the farmlands of 
Dade County; they were found at 2 new localities 
near Homestead on March 21 (WBR). 

Owls and Goatsuckers—The Barred Owls which 
nested on the ground in the Everglades National Park 
in 1957 (Auk 76:227-230) raised 2 young terrestri- 
ally this year. Short-eared Owls appeared on the Cocoa 
Count, at Flamingo, Jan. 31 (RLC, AS, WL), and 
at Eau Gallie, Feb. 10 (ADC). The Chuck-will’s- 
widow put in early appearances at Sarasota, Feb. 26 
(LRB), and Rockledge, March 5 (ADC & HC). A 
Whip-poor-will at a Jacksonville TV tower, March 15 
(KLP), gave some clue as to the beginning of migra- 
tion in this wintering species. 

Hummingbirds and Flycatchers—Immediately fol- 
lowing the first record for the Florida Region, the 
Rufous Hummingbird was recorded at nearby 
Rockledge, Jan. 30 to Feb. 24 (ADC & HC) (Fia. 
Nat. 32:97). The rarely wintering Gray Kingbird was 
encountered on the Daytona Beach Count of Dec. 20 
(FJA), and appeared early at Paradise Key, March 
25 (HM), and Rockledge, March 29 (ADC). AIl- 
though their numbers were reduced in South Florida, 
the Western Kingbird and Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
made news in North Florida. The former was seen 
on the Jacksonville Count, Dec. 28, and increased its 
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2 previous winter records in the Tallahassee Division 
by occurring near Shadeville on Jan. 1 and on March 
4 and 7 (SO, ABC, HMS, ef al.). This divi. 
had its first winter record of the Scissor-tai| near 
Carrabelle, Jan. 2 (BLM; note to appear in Fla. Nat.) 
The Great Crested Flycatcher wintered as f,; north 
as Bunnell, where seen on Feb. 3 (FJA, ef al.). and 
unidentified members of the genus Empidon. 
found on Christmas Counts at Cocoa, Fort Pierce, and 
Coot Bay. Two at Miami were identified as the Least 
Flycatcher by call notes and 1 specimen (Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 23; WL & AS). Rare in recent years, the Ver. 
milion Flycatcher reappeared near St. Marks Light 
on Jan. 16, remaining until March 20. 

Swallows and Crows.—Although undoubted), re- 
duced this winter in many parts of Florida, numbers 
of Tree Swallows were estimated at 20,000 at Lake 
Okeechobee, March 27 (DRP). The Rough-winged 
Swallow appears to be increasing in winter, at least 
locally, as attested by figures of 250 on the Clewiston 
Count and 209 on the Fort Lauderdale Count. |: 
reappeared at Rockledge as early as March 9 (ADC). 
Barn Swallows also appeared on scattered Christmas 
Counts at St. Marks (BLM), Cocoa, and Coot Bay: 
1 was seen at Marathon on Dec. 19 and Jan. 12 (CB). 
A Cliff Swallow at Key West on Feb. 1 marked 
the second winter record for Florida, and another local 
rarity seen that day was the Common Crow (CB). 

Robins and Vireos.—An observer in South Florida 
could easily gain the impression of Robin scarcity 
this winter, but estimates were made of 5000 in the 
Deland-Bunnell area on Feb. 3 (FJA, ef al.), and of 
15,000 at Sarasota on Feb. 7 (Platts). The Yellow- 
throated Vireo at the TV tower on March 14 (HLS) 
tied this species’ arrival date for the Tallahassee 
Division, as did a Red-eyed in Tallahassee the next 
day (MZ). Even in South Florida the Solitary Vireo 
was sO scarce in winter that its spring migration was 
conspicuous. Robertson, with only 1 record all winter, 
noted 4 on March 24. 

Warblers—The Leon TV tower again provided 
evidence of the beginning of migration in a wintering 
species when a Black-and-white Warbler was found 
there on March 1 (HLS). Other early arrivals were 
a Prothonotary at Rockledge, March 20 (ADC), and 
the Parula near Rockledge, Feb. 26 (ADC), and St. 
Marks Light, March 1 (Dodd). Unusual winter 
records involved the Worm-eating Warbler near Long 
Pine Key (inland), Dec. 30 (CEB); the Yellow 
Warbler on the Fort Lauderdale Count (FJL & RA); 
and a Magnolia collected at Miami, March 4 (DRP, 
RLC). Unusual locality records in winter were Big 
Pine Key, for the Black-throated Green Warbler on 
Feb. 15 (MPC), and Jacksonville, for the Prairie 
Warbler, Dec. 28. Observers (RLC & WFW) were 
surprised to see a Palm Warbler flying north over 
the ocean 20 miles off Canaveral on the early date 
of Feb. 9. A well-documented winter record of the 
Louisiana Waterthrush was made at Clewiston, Feb. 
25 (RLC). The Kentucky Warbler was exceedingly 
early at Lake Iamonia (Leon Co.) on March 15 
(ELD), but very carefully studied; 1 at the Leon 
TV tower on March 30 (HLS) was earlier than any 
record prior to 1959. 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, and Orioles —Appearing 
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pethaps for the second time in the Florida Region, 2 
Western Meadowlarks were seen and heard singing 
on Merritt Island, Dec. 29 (RK, FVH). St. Peters- 
burg had Yellow-headed Blackbirds on Oct. 30 
(KC) and Jan. 11 (FS). The only Bullock’s Oriole 
was reported from Princeton on Dec. 28 (LAS), and 
5 Orchard Orioles appeared at Bradenton on March 


»> earlier than any previous record for South Florida 


(CWA). 
Tanagers and Finches——The only record of the 


Western Tanager was on Merritt Island, Jan. 23 
(WFW). Two Scarlet Tanagers (both sexes) at Tal- 
levast on March 13 (LB & TBJ) were so early that 
a record at nearby Sarasota 10 days later (Platts) 
was still earlier than any Florida record before this 
vear. One of the few winter records of the Blue 
Grosbeak in the state was obtained at Fort Lauderdale, 
Feb. “4 or 5” (BBH, FJL, et al.). Also unusual was 
a Dickcissel at Cody's Corner (Flagler Co.), Nov. 25 
(FJA, et al.). The irruption of Purple Finches in 
the Tallahassee Division may be exemplified by 
groups of 50 at Wakulla Springs on Jan. 27 (ACB 
& LCO) and 27 on the St. Marks River, Feb. 14 
(HMS & HGL); 2 were seen as far south as Cocoa 
on Feb. 11 (ADC). 

Sparrows.—The rare or elusive Henslow’s Sparrow 
was collected near Tallahassee, Dec. 18 (HMS, e 
al.), and seen on Christmas Counts at St. Marks (KZ) 
and Cocoa. Two Lark Sparrows were found on the 
Fort Lauderdale Count; 1 near St. Marks Light, Dec. 
28 (FHS); 1 at Eau Gallie, Feb. 10 (ADC); and 6 
in Manatee County, March 30 (Sarasota Bird Club). 
A southerly record of the Slate-colored Junco came 
from Gainesville, Jan. 15 (DEB). Christmas counters 
listed 2 White-crowned Sparrows at Cocoa; 1 near 
the Wakulla River on March 22 was a late record 
at an unusual locality (RLC). Fox Sparrows pene- 
trated the Region to Gainesville, Jan. 11 (DEB), 
and Rockledge, Feb. 8 (ADC): and a Lincoln's 
Sparrow was at the latter station on Feb. 3 and 
4 (ADC). 

Unusual Song Dates, Tallahassee Division—Black- 
and-white Warbler, Dec. 6; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 
Feb. 15; Seaside Sparrow, Jan. 29. 

Full Names of Observers—CWA, Charles W. 
Atwood: FJA, Fred J. Ackermann; JA, Joel Abram- 
son; RA, Ralph Andrews; RPA, Robert P. Allen; 
ACB, Arthur C. Borror; CB, Christine Bonney; 
CEB, C. E. Bedell; DEB, Dale E. Birkenholz; JB, 
Jane Brewer; LB, Mrs. Leon Brown; LRB, L. R. 
Brace; ADC, Allan D. Cruickshank; HC, Helen 
Cruickshank; KC, Mrs. Karen Carper; MC, Mary 
Crane; MPC, Marie P. Cobb; RLC, Richard L. Cun- 
ningham; WC, Ward Crossman; Dee, Dorothy Dee; 
Dodd, Dorothy Dodd; ELD, Eugene L. Driver; AE, 
Alonzo Ellis; LE, Lon Ellis; SE, “Stew” Ept; Gil- 
mores, Howard and Helen Gilmore; BBH, B. Brown 
Hall; FH, Frances Hames; FVH, Frederick V. He- 
bard; JJ. J. Johnson; TBJ, T. Brooks Jackson; Kin- 


caids, Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Kincaid; JK, Mrs. 
Jeanne Kipe; RK, Richard Kuerzi; FJL, Frank J. 
Ligas; HGL. Horace G. Loftin; HPL, H. P. Lang- 
ridge; WL. Walter Listman; BLM, Burt L. Monroe, 
Jt.; CRM. C. Russell Mason: HM. Hugh Muller; 
LCO, Larry C. Oglesby; SO, Storrs Olson; Platts, 


Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Platt; CPP, Charles P. Preston: 
DRP, Dennis R. Paulson; KLP, K. L. Painter; CCR. 
Carl C. Radder; RR, Ruby Ruettger; WBR, William 
B. Robertson; AS, Art Schaffner; BS, Bruce Shaw; 
FS, Mrs. Frank Smith; FHS, Mrs. Frank H. Stouta- 
mire; HLS, H. L. Stoddard; HMS, Henry M. Steven- 
son; LAS, L. A. Stimson; SS, Saul Schiffman; DT, 
DeCourcy Taylor; JMV, J. M. Valentine; ECW, 
Erwin C. Winte; LEW, Lovett E. Williams; WFW, 
W. Foster White; Zerbes, Karl and Marion Zerbe. 

Corrigendum.—The ‘“‘Laughing Gull,” seen at 
Lake Jackson on June 12 and collected on July 1, 
1955 (Audubon Field Notes 9:374), has been iden- 
tified at the U. S. National Museum as Franklin's 
Gull. This correction has been incorporated into 
some notes submitted to The Florida Naturalist.— 
HENRY M. STEVENSON, Dept. of Biological Sciences, 
Florida State Univ., Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK.—The win- 
ter was notable for the severity and duration of cold 
weather. In Ontario, monthly mean temperatures were 
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1 to 10 degrees below normal throughout the period; 
in the north, minima of below —40° F were frequent 
and many long-standing low temperature records were 
broken. In parts of southern and central Ontario, 
snowfall ranged to 60 per cent above average and 
accumulated to a depth of about 39 inches in Algon- 
quin Park at the end of February. Western New 
York endured a comparably rough winter; as one 
instance, the ice on Lake Erie at Buffalo reached a 
thickness of 2 feet by late February. 

Ornithologically, the highlight was the major 
invasion of Bohemian Waxwings, of which more 
below. Other than this, it was a quiet season. As was 
to be expected, waterfowl were less widely distributed. 
Despite a heavy migration from the Region last fall, 
an exceptional number of Blue Jays remained in the 
north. Numerous individuals of less hardy species 
attempted to winter in the Region and some of them 
managed it successfully. 

Reports of bird scarcity in some areas must be 
attributed at least in part to the difficulty of main- 
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taining adequate field coverage in bitter weather and 
deep snow. It was certain, however, that periodic 
northern visitors such as Snowy Owls, Northern 
Shrikes, and Gray Jays were conspicuously rare, 
though a few Boreal Owls and Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpeckers did appear. Evening Grosbeaks 
were fairly numerous, as were Pine Siskins and Am. 
Goldfinches, but other winter finches were scarce, 
particularly the crossbills. The cone crop seemed gen- 
erally poor, but there was a fair fruit crop on other 
trees. 

Grebes.—The sudden arrival of winter at the end 
of November grounded a number of Horned Grebes 
in western New York. Several were brought to the 
Laboratory of Ornithology at Ithaca in early Decem- 
ber (SFH) and another was retrieved at Olean 
(SWE). 

Waterfowl—An aerial survey of Lake St. Clair 
showed 12 Whistling Swans still there on Dec. 20 
(RDU). Canada Geese began exploratory flights in 
the Lake Ontario area as early as Feb. 16 & 22 at 
Jamestown, N. Y. (Brolin, rep. Anderson) and Feb. 
25-26 at Toronto (IS, et al.). Ducks were restricted 
by ice to Lake Ontario and a few other open localities. 
Some of the larger winter counts follow. Black Duck: 
5000 at Lake St. Clair on Dec. 20 (RDU); Can- 
vasback: 4914 at Buffalo on Dec. 21 (Buffalo C. C.), 
and 1000 about the Niagara Peninsula on Dec. 28 
(JMMcl, et al.); Greater Scaup, 15,122 at Toronto 
on Jan. 18 (OED, et al.) ; Common Goldeneye, 4024 
at Buffalo on Dec. 21 (CC); Barrow’s Goldeneye, 
1 at Niagara Falls on Jan. 3 (RDC, RFA, HHA’s); 
Oldsquaw, 5000 at Rochester on Dec. 31 (W. List- 
man), 1600 at Niagara Peninsula on Dec. 28 (JMclI) 
and 982 (only!) at Toronto on Jan. 18 (OED); 
Harlequin Duck, 2 at Collingwood on Dec. 28 (AM, 
KE) and 1 wintered at Clarkson, Lake Ontario, 
(DRG); White-winged Scoter, 1000 at Rochester on 
Dec. 31 (AEK, W. Listman). 

Hawks, Eagles.—Rough-legged Hawks were much 
less numerous in the south than last winter, and Red- 
tailed Hawks somewhat less numerous. An adult and 
an immature Bald Eagle visited a small area of open 
water near Kingston from mid-January onward (W. 
Lamb). 

Partridges —Gray Partridges were found in three 
widely separated localities: 10 at Fort William, on the 
Christmas Count (KD); 35 at Hamilton as late as 
Feb. 28 (DRG), and 66 at Kingston, on the Christ- 
mas Count (MHE). 

Waders.—Shirley Peruniak reported an extraordi- 
nary case of a Common Snipe wintering near Atiko- 
kan, northwest of Lake Superior. Through the winter, 
there was a small seepage of water from Hardy Dam 
into what used to be Steep Rock Lake. Staying close 
to this tiny source of water in a setting of huge snow- 
drifts, the snipe was first seen on Jan. 13 and was 
observed regularly into February, once while the tem- 
perature stood at —38°; it was able to fly strongly. 
At the other end of the Region, Killdeers were among 
the first spring migrants to appear, arriving on Feb. 
28 at Point Pelee and Wheatley (WB, NC). 

Gulls —The formation of an ice bridge below 
Niagara Falls reduced the spectacular showing of 
gulls there in November to a few thousand in Decem- 
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ber (HHA’s). The highest count of Glaucous Gulls 
came, as usual, from Kingston—23 on Jan. 25 (HQ) 

Mourning Doves.—Wintered in fair numbers. Some 
Christmas Counts: Sarnia, 250; Chatham, Ont. 112: 
St. Thomas, 189; Niagara Peninsula, 45 Cobourg. 
24; Rochester, 16. At Ithaca, A. C. Lane f ‘ 
through the winter—rather fewer than usual 

Owls.—Owls were less numerous than IN most 
winters. There were a few scattered reports of Snowy 
Owls. Long-eared and Short-eared Owls were well 
below last year’s numbers in most areas. though 10 
Short-ears were seen at Kingston on Dec. 20 (MHE) 
and 15 at Buffalo in mid-February (RCR, ¢7 al.). A 
small flight of Boreal Owls appeared in the general 
vicinity of Toronto in late December and January 
when about 6 were reported. ; Pr 

W oodpeckers.—As in the previous winter, interest 
centered mainly in the occurrence of three-tocd wood. 
peckers and Red-bellied Woodpeckers. At least 9 
Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in 
the Toronto-Hamilton area (JLB) and they were 
not uncommon farther north where, at Huntsville for 
instance, 3 were seen on the Christmas Count (VAH). 
The largest count of Red-bellied Woodpeckers (10) 
came from Avon, N. Y. (Mrs. Haller), but there was 
also one at Ithaca (SFH) and in Ontario individuals 
wintered at Melbourne (DM), King (Lloyd Hughes) 
and Sturgeon Point (MS). Hairy, Downy, and Pi- 
leated Woodpeckers were relatively numerous through 
most of the Region. 

Swallows, Jays, Ravens, Crows, Chickadees.—Three 
Tree Swallows were seen together on the Christmas 
Count at Waterloo, N. Y., on Dec. 28 (JAW) but, 
not surprisingly, did not remain in the area. Blue 
Jays were exceptionally numerous in the central and 
northern parts of the Region (Kirkland Lake, Pimisi 
Bay, Huntsville, Bancroft, Peterborough), despite 
severe weather. Gray Jays were correspondingly very 
few. At Fort William, 175 Common Ravens were 
seen on the Christmas Count, and A. E. Allin says 
of it there: “no bird is increasing as rapidly.’ They 
were also seen nearly every day at Kirkland Lake 
(FHH) and Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). Common Crows 
returned in numbers to the Toronto area on Feb. 26-27 
(CG) and Olean on Feb. 28 (SWE). Black-capped 
Chickadees were abundant in most of the Region, 
many Christmas Counts topping 100 and Hamburg- 
East Aurora reporting 609 (Mrs. Melberg). Despite 
this, there was no indication of a pronounced migra- 
tory movement as has sometimes occurred. 

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes, Kinglets.—A few 
Carolina Wrens wintered here and there in the Lake 
Ontario and Lake Erie Counties and there was a scat- 
tering of Mockingbird reports: 2 at Fort William at 
least into December (KD), 1 at Rondeau Park on 
Jan. 20 (RDU), 3 wintering in the Buffalo area (AH, 
et al.), 1 at Ithaca to mid-January (Shepherds, rep. 
SFH), and 1 at Keuka Lake (FAG). More than the 
usual number of Robins spent the first part of the 
winter in flocks quite far north—37 at Fort William 
on Dec. 26 (KD). 25 at Collingwood on Dec. 12 
(AM), and 30 at Westport on Jan. 10-11 (AMS). 
Two Golden-crowned Kinglets at Kirkland Lake on 
Jan. 3 (FHH) represented the first winter record 
for that area. 
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Waxwings.- In some winters it is not uncommon 
to hear of small flocks of up to 20 Bohemian Wax- 
wings in Ontario, especially in the north and west. 
One has to gO back to the records of the previous 
century, however, to find an invasion on the scale 
of the one that took place this winter. It appears to 
have come from the west and north, the first indica- 
ion being a report of quite large numbers at Dryden 
during the week of Nov. 5-12 (Mrs. Howe). In 
the last week of November, they had appeared much 
farther east and southeast: 6 at Kirkland Lake (FHH) 
and a sizable flock at Huntsville (RJR). By Dec. 
13, there were 250 at Huntsville, but they did not 
remain long and the last view of them there was of 
12 on Dec. 24 (VAH). North of Lake Superior, 
Christmas Counts at Fort William gave 457, at 
Marathon 250 (PVK), and at Geraldton 40 (KZ). 
To the east and south, there were 50 at Deep River 
on Dec. 1 (FSA); 8 at Eastbourne, Lake Simcoe, on 
Dec. 7 (NLV); and 30 at Ottawa on Dec. 21 
(DBOS). The first report from Barrie was of 60 
on Dec. 24 (RGD) and this grew to 116 on the 
Christmas Count on Dec. 27 (Miss Hughes) and at 
least 400 by Jan. 3 (RT, ES, DS).' There were 9 at 
Sault Ste. Marie on Dec. 28 (WYW), and 40 at 
Collingwood in January (AM). At North Bay, num- 
bers rose from about 11 on Jan. 6 to 30 by Jan. 31. 
At Georgetown, 30 were seen on Jan. 13 (LEJ), and 
at Westport about 50 on Jan. 10 & 11 (AMS). One 
was seen at Point Pelee on Jan. 10 (WB). By mid- 
January, a few had reached the outskirts of Toronto 
(LL, AB, e¢ a/.). The numbers at Barrie began to 
diminish at about this time and were last seen there 
in the third week of February. The latest observation 
to reach me was of 2 at Kingston on Feb. 27 (Mrs. 
Little). Only one report came from New York state 
—12 were seen at Rochester on Dec. 21 and the last 
observation there was of 4 on Jan. 4 (HSM). 

The greatest numbers thus appeared in two main 
areas: along the north shore of Lake Superior (Fort 
William-Marathon), and in an east-west belt extend- 
ing from Collingwood to Ottawa. They were seen to 
feed on the fruits of Mountain Ash, Multiflora Rose, 
Manitoba Maple, bittersweet, Red Cedar, Hemlock, 
and barberry. As the fruit was consumed, usually in 
short order, they resumed their travels, seldom staying 
in one place for long. 

Cedar Waxwings were also numerous over a wide 
area this winter and it was often possible to make a 
direct comparison between the two species, though the 
flocks did not conspicuously intermingle. Evening 
Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Purple Finches often 
shared their company in the fruit-bearing trees. 

Shrikes, Warblers, Icterids —Northern Shrikes were 
scarce throughout. Myrtle Warblers and Brown-headed 
Cowbirds wintered in rather more than usual numbers 
in western New York. Individual Baltimore Orioles 


Were seen at Erindale, Ont. until mid-December 
(HRI), at Rochester until Dec. 21 (GL) and at 
Toronto until Jan. 10 (MMcC). 

Grosbeaks.—Evening Grosbeaks were ‘“‘spottily 


abundant’ in the words of Mrs. Hoyt. They were 
fairly plentiful in the north; in the south, nearly every 
area saw a few at one time or another, but in some 
Places they were not nearly as numerous as last win- 


ter. There did seem to be a few dates on which in- 
fluxes were noticeable. The first of these occurred 
about Dec. 4-7 (North Bay, Collingwood, Rondeau 
Park), another in late December and early January 
(Kingston; Barrie; Avoca, N. Y.), and the last at 
the end of January and early February (Toronto, Buf- 
falo, Rochester, North Bay). Pine Grosbeaks turned 
up in small numbers in widely scattered areas, but 
were common only in the north. At Marathon, 500- 
600 were reported in late December (PVK), as were 
202 on the Ottawa Count (DBOS) ; at Kirkland Lake, 
they were plentiful in December, but scarce after 
the food dwindled (FHH). 

Finches, Sparrows, Longspurs, Buntings.—Only 
Pine Siskins, Am. Goldfinches and Snow Buntings 
were common and widely distributed. The high count 
for Purple Finches was 500 at Westport on Jan. 10 
(AMS) ; elsewhere they were absent or present only 
in small numbers. Redpolls were conspicuously scarce, 
a few being seen about North Bay in late February 
(HP, LdeKL). Pine Siskins were well distributed in 
flocks of up to 150 through southern Ontario into 
western New York, but absent from the Fort William 
area. Crossbills of both species were extremely scarce. 
A late Sharp-tailed Sparrow was found in the Oshawa 
marsh on Nov. 30 (GAS, WN). Slate-colored Juncos 
were concentrated in an area extending from London 
and St. Thomas east to Hamilton and Toronto, and 
through the Niagara Peninsula to Rochester. A very 
small but well-distributed number of Oregon Juncos 
accompanied them. Tree Sparrows were numerous. 
Lapland Longspurs were very few, but Snow Buntings 
were seen in flocks of 100-800 in southern Ontario 
(GF, et al.) and the Ottawa Christmas Count reached 
1784 for this species (DBOS). 

Sub-regional Editors: Dr. H. H. Axtell, Buffalo 
Museum of Science; Miss Hazel Petty, Box 372, 
North Bay; Fred. H. Helleiner, Swastika (Kirkland 
Lake). 

Contributors: A. E. Allin, R. F. Andrle, Fred. S. 
Armstrong, Rachel Axtell, James L. Baillie, Wilfred 
Botham, Angus Buchanan, Alfred Bunker, C. A. 
Campbell, Mary E. Carter, Norman Chesterfield, 
Robert D. Coggeshall, Keith Denis, O. E. Devitt, 
R. G. Dingman, S. W. Eaton, Kenneth Edwards, 
M. H. Edwards, George & Jean Fairfield, Marshall 
Field, Clive Goodwin, Kenneth Gray, Donald R. & 
Joan Gunn, Frank K. Guthrie, Mrs. C. Haller, Axel 
Heilborn, Vinnie A. Heron, Laura Howe, Sally F. 
Hoyt, Anastasia Hughes, Lloyd Hughes, H. R. Ivor, 
L. E. Jaquith, A. E. Kemnitzer, W. Lamb, A. C. 
Lane, Lillian Langstaff, Louise deK. Lawrence, James 
Leach, Gerhard Leubner, Naomi Le Vay, Walter 
Listman, Mrs. Little, Robert Mara, Min. McCleary, 
Lucie McDougall, J. M. McInally, R. A. McLaren, 
Mrs. LeRoy Melberg, Howard S. Miller, Alfred Mit- 
chener, Jamesine Morris, Dougald Murray, Wm. Neal, 
G. W. North, Mrs. F. R. Patterson, Shirley Peru- 
niak, Helen Quilliam, Albert Reed, Mrs. H. J. 
Renault, Richard C. Rosche, R. J. Rutter, D. B. O. 
Savile, Geo. A. Scott, Douglas Scovell, I. Sisler, Pat. 
Smith, J. M. & Doris H. Speirs, Earl Stark, Al. Star- 
ling, Miller Stewart, Alden M. Strong, Robert Trow- 
ern, R. D. & Mollie Ussher, Peter Van Kerkoerle, 
Jayson A. Walker, Ed. Waltho, W. Y. Watson, 
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Audrey E. Wilson, H. B. Wressell, Ki Zroback.— 
WILLIAM W. H. GUNN, Federation of Ontario Nat- 
uralists, 187 Highbourne Road, Toronto 7, Ontario. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—Undistinguished, but 
not uneventful, might describe the winter and early 
spring in the Appalachian Region. Neither the weather 
nor the birding was at all unusual. 
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A late November snowstorm ushered in a record 
cold December. The month was 247 degree-days 
deficient in temperature at the Pittsburgh, Pa. Weather 
Station, although precipitation was low. As a result 
nearly all non-flowing waters were frozen and re- 
mained so until mid-January; and some rivers, the 
Monongahela at Morgantown, W. Va. for example, 
froze in early January. January was colder than normal 
and had more than normal precipitation, most of 
which came in a few heavy falls which resulted in 
flood conditions along the major rivers. February was 
warmer than normal and a little dry while March 
was slightly cooler than normal with normal precipita- 
tion. By April 1 the Pittsburgh Station had a tempera- 
ture deficiency of 110 degree-days for the year. This 
added up to a very cold early winter followed by a 
milder late winter, with precipitation about normal, 
although there was no great snowfall at any time. 

Observers in most areas commented that birds were 
scarce, and even at feeding stations the numbers 
seemed below normal. In northern West Virginia 
even such normally common birds as the Cardinal and 
the Downy Woodpecker were scarce. The December 
cold wave sent most of the half-hardy southern birds 
on their way and there were rather fewer stragglers 
than normal. 

The Region is still showing the results of the greatly 
reduced populations of last spring and summer. 

Loons, Grebes and Herons.—The only report of the 
Common Loon came from eastern West Virginia 
(CM). Horned Grebes were unusually plentiful for 
a winter season. Charleston and Athens, W. Va. and 
Chattanooga, Tenn. reported them on the Christmas 
Counts and a group of 40 at Chattanooga on Jan. 25 
was most unusual (AHW’). The species also wintered 
in Union Co., Tenn. in some numbers (JCH). One 
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found in Lawrence Co., Pa. on Jan. 2 


¢ (KCP) and 
one at Butler, Pa. on Feb. 10 (FWP) \cre unusual 
for that region. The outstanding event «{ the season 
was the invasion of Red-necked Grebes in |ate March 
One seen near State College, Pa. on Marci; \9 was the 
first local record (MW), as was the one in Jefferson 
Co., W. Va. on March 22 (CM). At M 'gantown 


W. Va. a count of 11 over March 14-15 was the 
largest number seen for at least ten years. One of these 
birds remained until April 5 (GAH and GK), High 
also was the count of 7 in Mahoning and Trumbull 
Cos., Ohio, on March 21-22 (HOH and GAH). Two 
were seen at Warren, Pa. on March 22 (HE}J), 

Great Blue Herons had arrived at Youngstown 
Ohio on March 1 and had eggs in the nest by April 
2 (VPM). 

Waterfowl.—W ith the nearly continuous freeze-up 
the number of wintering birds was low at most sta. 
tions. A Green-winged Teal wintering at Butler, P, 
was unusual (FWP). The migration began in mid. 
February in the South and by March 1 in the North 
The Whistling Swan flight was early in Youngstown, 
Ohio, where the first were seen on March 9 (VPM) 
The species was reported from Warren, Pa. (WLH) 
and State College, Pa. (WSC) but was absent else. 
where. The Canada Goose flight was good in the 
northern part of the Region but the species was un- 
reported from the South. The spring flight of dabbling 
ducks was generally only fair, while the diving ducks 
made a very good showing after being almost absent 
last fall. McLaughlin reported an increase in Lesser 
Scaup from Youngstown, Ohio, after the species had 
been low there for nearly 20 years. In northern West 
Virginia the Redhead and Canvasback flight was 
exceptionally gocd. An Oldsquaw on Dec. 14 and a 
White-winged Scoter on Feb. 7 in Knox Co., Tenn. 
were unusual there (JCH). 

Hawks.—Clark Miller commented on the scarcity 
of Turkey Vultures in the Eastern Panhandle of Wes: 
Virginia. Goshawks were reported from Perry Co.. 
Ohio (HCS), State College, Pa. (WSC), and Alle. 
gheny Co., Pa. (KCP). At least 5 were reported from 
near Meadville, Pa. at the extreme northwestern edge 
of the Region (RCL). Rough-legged Hawks were 
reported from Warren, Pa. (HEJ, WLH) and Wood 
termed them “more plentiful’ than normal at State 
College, Pa. Most of the other accipiters and buteos 
were in short supply throughout the Region. 

A Peregrine Falcon at Huntington, W. Va. on 
Dec. 28 was noteworthy (RME). Sparrow Hawks 
were unaccountably scarce in southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania and northern West Virginia (GAH) as well as 
in extreme eastern West Virginia (CM). A Bald 
Eagle near Youngstown, Ohio in February and March 
indicated a possibility that this species may be return- 
ing to a former nesting site. 

Gallinaceous Birds —Brooks reported the Ruffed 
Grouse to be in fair numbers in northern West Vir 
ginia but McLaughlin commented on the scarcity of 
this species in eastern Ohio. In eastern West Virginia 
Miller felt that the Bobwhite was in good numbers but 
quite the opposite was true near Morgantown (MB). 

Shorebirds —A Killdeer at Butler, Pa. on Dec. 2 
was rather late for that locality (FWP). This species 
wintered at State College, Pa. (MW). Dayton, Va. 
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(MC) and in Berkeley and Jefferson Cos., W. Va. 
where Miller counted 200 on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. 
A storm with resulting easterly winds on March 26-27 
brought an extremely early Black-bellied Plover and 
, Pectoral Sandpiper to State College, Pa. (WSC). 
Common Snipe wintered in good numbers at State 
College, Pa. (MW) and in eastern West Virginia 
(CM). A Greater Yellowlegs seen in Union Co., 
Tenn. on Jan. 24 was most unusual and a Pectoral 
Sandpiper at Knoxville on March 8 was quite early 
(ICH). For the third successive winter Least Sand- 
oipers wintered near Chattanooga, Tenn. (AHW). 

' Doves and Owls——Wood reported the Mourning 
Dove as being common through the winter at State 
College but felt that they might have been held there 
by the many feeding stations. Miller reported them in 
iow numbers in the Eastern Panhandle of West 
Virginia and the bird had not returned to Morgan- 
town, W. Va. by the end of the period (MB, GAH). 

A pair of Long-eared Owls (a local rarity) seen 
at Youngstown, Ohio throughout March showed 
some signs that they may nest in that vicinity (VPM). 
As many as 6 Short-eared Owls were reported in 
central Pennsylvania in February (WSC). 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—Both the Pileated 
and the Red-bellied Woodpecker were reported as on 
the increase in eastern West Virginia. At Morgan- 
town the Red-bellied Woodpecker has unaccountably 
decreased rather markedly in the last few years. The 
Red-headed Woodpecker continues to decline in its 
already few stations in our Region but the wintering 
of 4 near Youngstown (VPM) is worthy of note. 
Eastern Phoebes continued to be scarce throughout 
the Region. In contrast to last year they arrived about 
in schedule (March 15 at Morgantown, GAH), but 
by the end of the period the numbers were still low 
and in some places they were completely absent. 

Swallows and Crows.—Purple Martins were re- 
ported from Demorest, Ga. on Feb. 24 (early) 
(EGN) and from Youngstown, Ohio on March 28 
(VPM) but not from elsewhere and other species of 
swallows had not arrived anywhere by April 1. In 
late December and early January McLaughlin had a 
crow roost of about 100,000 individuals under ob- 
servation near Youngstown, Ohio. This roost broke 
up in early March. 

Nuthatches, Creepers, and Wrens.—At Elizabeth- 
ton, Tenn. nuthatches of both species were reported 
as being absent throughout the period and only one 
record was made of the Brown Creeper (LRH). 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were common, however, in 
the Warren, Pa. region (WLH) and in Preston 
Co., W. Va. (GAH). Creepers were more common 
about Morgantown, W. Va. than they have been in 
recent years, 

While Miller reported the Carolina Wren as being 
about as plentiful as usual in the Eastern Panhandle 
of West Virginia the species was almost completely 
absent from the Morgantown region during the win- 
ter (MB, GAH). In late March a few individuals 
began to sing. Farther south the numbers on the 
various Christmas Counts were about normal. 

Thrashers, Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits and Wax- 
wings—A few Mockingbirds wintered at Youngs- 
town, Ohio (VPM) and State College, Pa. (WSC) 


and one was seen on the Pittsburgh, Pa. Christmas 
Count; all of these stations are a little north of the 
expected range. A Brown Thrasher was banded at 
State College in January (WSC) and a Catbird was 
observed on the Blacksburg, Va. Christmas Count. 
Robins were very scarce in most places as wintering 
birds, being as much as 90 per cent lower than last 
year on Christmas Counts. The returning migrants 
were not in especially low numbers although they 
were a little late in arriving in the more northern 
locations. There were very few reports of wintering 
Hermit Thrushes. All observers commented on the 
scarcity of Eastern Bluebirds, both in the winter 
months and in the early spring. Brooks, for example, 
counted only 9 on a 200-mile trip in eastern West 
Virginia and western Virginia in late March. 

Kinglets of both species were scarce throughout 
the Region. A Water Pipit wintered successfully near 
State College, Pa. (MW). Cedar Waxwings wintered 
in some numbers in western Pennsylvania and made 
a marked invasion in late March into northern West 
Virginia. 

Warblers and Icterids—Myrtle Warblers were 
scarce or absent as wintering birds in the northern 
part of the Region but were about normal in the 
south. As usual there were several scattered reports 
of Palm Warblers in the winter. 

Blackbirds continued their strong showing of last _ 
fall and were in high numbers throughout the Region. 
McLaughlin commented on the unusual abundance 
of both Common Grackles and Rusty Blackbirds at 
Youngstown, Ohio. Eastern Meadowlarks wintered 
in good numbers. The arrival of both Common 
Grackles and Redwinged Blackbirds was somewhat 
later than usual at most stations. 

Northern Finches.—Observers in this Region have 
grown so accustomed to almost annual invasions of 
the northern finches that a year like the current one 
seems unusual, since few of these birds reached us. 
There was a light migration of Evening Grosbeaks 
which extended about as far south as western Mary- 
land (D. Folk) and central Pennsylvania. With the 
exception of a report from Roan Mountain, Tenn. 
(LRH) in February and one from the Cheat Moun- 
tains in West Virginia (R. Kletzly) they were un- 
reported from the southern stations. At State Col- 
lege, Pa. two banding stations banded a total of 371 
Evening Grosbeaks as compared with 1917 last year 
(Dorothy Bordner, MW). (Parenthetically it might 
be remarked that ten years ago 371 of these birds in 
our Region would hardly have been called a “light 
migration”). The only report of a Pine Grosbeak was 
from State College, Pa. on Dec. 31 (Mrs. E. R. 
Bordner, fide WSC). Pine Siskins were reported in 
small numbers from Tionesta, Pa. (WLH); Tucker 
and Preston Cos., W. Va. (MB); Roan Mountain, 
Tenn. (LRH); Butler Co., Pa. (FWP); and Youngs- 
town, Ohio (VPM). Brooks had a report of a 
Common Redpoll in Martinsburg, W. Va. Purple 
Finches were not uncommon throughout the winter 
in northern West Virginia but were highly local as 
they moved from place to place after exhausting local 
food supplies. A few were reported from Youngstown, 
Ohio (VPM) and State College, Pa. (WSC) but they 
were completely absent from Elizabethton, Tenn. 
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(LRH). There were no reports of crossbills. 

Other Fringillids —An Indigo Bunting at a feeding 
station in Chattanooga, Tenn. on March 28 was re- 
markably early (AHW). A Rufous-sided Towhee was 
banded in Butler Co., Pa. on very late date of 
Dec. 14 (KCP). The migration of this species had 
not generally arrived by the end of the period. Tree 
Sparrows were again quite scarce over much of the 
northern part of the Region. White-throated Sparrows 
wintered in Butler Co., Pa. (rare, KCP) and at 
Morgantown, W. Va. (uncommon, MB). One small 
flock wintered in a Rhododendron tangle in a virgin 
hemlock forest at 2600 feet in Preston Co., W. Va., 
which seems a rather unusual place (GAH, GK). A 
Fox Sparrow at Dayton, Va. on Feb. 20 was early 
(MC) and 3 Lincoln’s Sparrows at Knoxville, Tenn. 
on March 1 were both early and unusual at that place 
(JCH). Several Lapland Longspurs were found at 
State College, Pa. in late January (WSC). 

Contributors —Maurice Brooks, Max Carpenter, 
William S. Clarke, Jr., Ralph M. Edeburn, Howard 
O. Heimerdinger, William L. Highhouse, J. C 
Howell, Gordon Knight, Robert C. Leberman, Vin- 
cent P. McLaughlin, Clark Miller, Edward G. Nichols, 
Kenneth C. Parkes, F. W. Preston, Henry C. Seibert, 
Adele H. West, Merrill Wood—Georce A. HALL, 
Department of Chemistry, West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The win- 
ter of December 1958 and January and February 1959 
was much colder than normal throughout the Western 
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Great Lakes Region. A number of observers in Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin and Michigan reported this as 
being the most severe winter they can remember. 
Temperatures lower than —40° F. were recorded in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Heavy snowfall was reported for many of the 
northernmost counties of the Region, but precipita- 
tion was below normal over much of the central part. 
This lack of moisture is causing concern by forestry 
officials as shortage of winter precipitation increases 
the spring fire hazard. Drought conditions will pre- 
vail in much of Minnesota and western Wisconsin 
unless spring rains are forthcoming. 

Heavy storms deposited snow and sleet in the 
southern part of the Region. Sleet fell on five differ- 
ent days in February in the Detroit area. Alice Kelley 
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reported, “The ice in many places ac 


; cumulated to 
several inches and the small birds could not land on 


branches and had much difficulty in even trying 
walk on the ground.” 
Grebes and Loons.—A Red-necked Grebe landed 


to 


: - 3 on 
an icy yard near Detroit, Mich. on Feb. 3 at q time 
when Lake St. Clair was completely frozen ove; 


(Bette Johnson). 
Herons.—At least 2 Great Blue Herons survived 
the winter in Adams Co., Wis. where they have 
wintered successfully for at least the last six years 
(Samuel Robbins). ; 
Waterfowl—Common Goldeneyes regularly win. 
ter throughout the Region where open water is avail. 
able. Some counts were: 650 on the Mississippi River 
at Minneapolis, Jan. 15 (W. J. Breckenridge); 159 
at Marquette, Mich. (Mary Spear Ross) ; 800 at Belle 
Island, Wayne Co., Mich., Jan. 10 (L. Walkin. 
shaw). About 3000 Oldsquaws were reported along 
the North Shore of Lake Superior on Feb. 21-22 
(Gary Kuyava). Only a few were reported elsewhere 
on the Great Lakes. Wintering Canada Goose flocks 
were reported at Rochester, Minn. (2000+, William 
Longley) and at Detroit, Mich. (500, Alice Kelley): 
1400 Canvasbacks were seen on Jan. 11 at Kensing. 
ton Park, Oakland Co., Mich. (Kelley). Very per. 
tinent in this connection are figures from the U. § 
Fish and Wildlife Service midwinter count (Jan 
1-7): 33,000 Canvasbacks and 130 Whistling Swans 
in the Detroit River, Mich., 4065 Canada Geese in 
Wisconsin, largely in Rock County, and 5068 in 
Michigan, mainly in Allegan County. The total win- 
tering waterfowl in this report was 142,209 in Michi. 
gan, 37,101 in Wisconsin, and 13,303 in Minnesota 
The Minnesota count was the identical proportion of 
0.5% of the waterfowl wintering in the 11 upper 
midwest states reported last winter. Wisconsin's figure 
represented a slight decrease while Michigan was 
about double the percentage of last year. 
Hawks.—W intering Bald Eagles were reported from 
widely scattered localities including Walker, Minn 
(H. R. Hanson); North Shore of Lake Superior, 
Minn. (S. Anderson) ; Redwing, Minn. (H. Huber) 
21 birds in Adams Co., Wis. (Robbins); Dec. 28 
Detroit, Mich. (Kelley); Dec. 28 and later, Mar. 
quette, Mich. (Ross). Golden Eagles were seen on 
Dec. 15 and Jan. 15 in Whitewater Refuge near 
Rochester, Minn. (Longley). Red-tailed Hawks were 
present throughout the winter in southern Minnesota 
(Longley, Huber); Rock Co., Wis. (Mrs. Joseph 
Mahlum); Jackson Co., Mich. (W. Powell Cott. 
rille) and Detroit, Mich. (Kelley). One Harlan’s 
Hawk was seen in Scott Co., Minn., Jan. 1 (Huber) 
Red-shouldered Hawks were observed in southern 
Minnesota (Longley); Detroit, Mich. (Kelley) and 
Adams Co., Wis. (Robbins). Marsh Hawks were 
reported from Hennepin Co., Minn. (Huber) ; Adams 
and Rock Cos., Wis. (Robbins, Mahlum) and Jack- 
son and Calhoun Cos., Mich. (K. Horton, Cottrille, 
Walkinshaw). Cooper's and Sharp-shinned Hawks 
were seen in January and February in Adams ©o., 
Wis. (Robbins). Cooper's Hawks were also observed 
in southern Minnesota (Huber, Johnson, Longley) 
and in Jackson Co., Mich. (Cottrille). One Gyrfalcon 
was seen on Feb. 14 in Sauk Co., Wis. (H. Krause). 
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A Peregrine was observed on Jan. 10 in Hennepin 
Co. Minn. (Huber). 

Ruils—An unusual case of a wintering Virginia 
Rail was reported in heavy vegetation in a partly 
drained fish-rearing pond in the Minnesota River 
Bottoms south of Minneapolis. The bird was seen at 
dose range on Jan. 10 and again on Feb. 8 (Huber, 
Ray Glassel ) . 

Gulls and Terns—Many (500+) Herring Gulls, 
as usual, wintered in the Duluth, Minn. area and a 
‘ew other species of gulls often mingled with these 
birds. Included this winter were 50 Ring-billed and 
4.5 Glaucous Gulls (Kuyava). The same observer 
reported a single Great Black-backed Gull seen on 
lan. 5 near French River, Minn. and an Iceland Gull 
on Dec. 28 at the Duluth dump. Both birds were 
seen at close range for some time and reported as 
positively identified. Nine Glaucous Gulls were seen, 
Feb. 21-22, between Duluth and Grand Marais, Minn. 
(Huber). One was reported on the Menominee River 
between Marinette, Wis. and Menominee, Mich. on 
Feb. 21 (Carl Richter) and another at Cheboygan, 
Mich. on Jan. 31 (Walkinshaw). Another Iceland 
Gull was reported on Dec. 28 at Marquette, Mich. also 
with many Herring Gulls (Ross). 

Doves—A number of observers have mentioned 
more than usual numbers of Mourning Doves winter- 
ing: Minneapolis and vicinity (W. Tusler, L. Brad- 
ley), unusual numbers at Rochester, Minn. (John- 
son), increasing numbers at Jackson, Mich. (Cott- 
rille), a large early winter population with many 
surviving the winter in Adams Co., Wis. (Robbins). 

Ouls—Very few Snowy Owls were observed in the 
Region this winter. A noticeable invasion of Hawk- 
Owls was recorded in Minnesota (Huber, Robert 
Janssen, L. Manthei, W. Pieper) and one was seen 
in Muskegon Co., Mich. (Walkinshaw, M. Pirnie, 
W. Freeman). A Great Gray Owl was observed sev- 
eral times in mid-winter at Walker, Minn. (Han- 
son). A concentration of 8 Long-eared Owls was 
located in a pine plantation near Savage, Minn. on 
Feb. 8 (Huber). 

Wood peckers.—Red-bellied Woodpeckers were re- 
ported wintering for the second consecutive year in 
Jackson, Mich. (R. and F. Wright, O'Reilly). Red- 
headed Woodpeckers were less numerous than last 
year in Detroit, Mich. (Kelley), Jackson, Mich. (Cott- 
rille) and Minneapolis, Minn. (Huber). A Black- 
backed Three-toed Woodpecker was seen on Feb. 14 
at Hill City, Minn. (Huber). 

Crows and Jays——Large numbers of Black-billed 
Magpies were seen in Minnesota for the second con- 
secutive winter (Manthei, Huber, R. Tryon). A total 
of 176 were recorded between Oct. 10 and March 1 
near Sebeka, Minn. (Richard Ohlenschlager). Com- 
mon Ravens were seen in normal numbers in north- 
em Minnesota (Huber, Hanson) and in northern 
Michigan (Ross, E. Smith, Walkinshaw). A group 
of 7 was present all winter in the Cloquet area (Gor- 
don Gullion). Common Crows were observed as far 
north as Duluth, Minn. (Kuyava) and Marquette, 
Mich. (Ross). A concentration of 577 crows was 
tecorded on Feb. 14 at Sauk City, Sauk Co., Wis. 
(Robbins, ef a/.). 


Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches—One Boreal 


Chickadee was identified in a flock of Black-capped 
Chickadees near Graham, Mich. (Kelley). A few 
Boreal Chickadees were present most of the winter 
at Cloquet, Minn. (Gullion). Tufted Titmice have 
been increasing in abundance yearly and have been 
extending their range northward as indicated by re- 
cords from Duluth, Minn. (Kuyava) ; Walker, Minn. 
(J. Townley); Brainerd, Minn. (Dale Sanders) and 
Muskegon, Mich. (George Wickstrom). Normal num- 
bers of Red-breasted Nuthatches were seen by only 
one observer—W. French at Seney, Mich.—whereas, 
many reporters have commented on the scarcity of 
these birds as compared to last year’s invasion (Tom 
Soulen, Hanson, Kemper, Huber and others). 

Thrushes—A single record of an eastward wan- 
dering Townsend's Solitaire came on Jan. 1 at a 
point 4 miles north of Anoka, Minn. near Minneap- 
olis (Bradley). 

Waxwings—A distinct southward movement of 
large numbers of Bohemian Waxwings took place in 
January and February in Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
but apparently not in Michigan. Unusually large num- 
bers were reported from Minneapolis, Minn. (Tryon 
and Huber) ; Redwing, Rochester, and Kasson, Minn. 
in southeastern Minnesota (Longley, Johnson); Madi- 
son, Wis. (Lound and Soulen) ; Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
(Kemper); and several central Wisconsin points 
(Robbins, et a/.). Some northern points reported no. 
unusual numbers (Kuyava at Duluth, Minn. and 
Ross at Marquette, Mich.) while an “invasion” was 
reported at Fort William, Ontario (A. E. Allin). A 
small flock appeared as far west as Madison in west- 
ern Minnesota (Mrs. C. E. Peterson). No reports 
were received of unusually large numbers of Cedar 
Waxwings. 

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were reported as per- 
haps a little more abundant and extensively distributed 
than last year. Fair numbers were seen at Minneapolis, 
Minn. (Breckenridge, Huber); Rochester, Minn. 
(Johnson) ; Whitewater State Park, Minn. (Longley) ; 
Madison, Wis. (Richter, Soulen); Chippewa Falls, 
Wis. (Kemper) ; Seney, Mich. (French). Fewer than 
last year were reported at Jackson, Mich. (Cottrille) ; 
at Duluth, Minn. (Kuyava), and in Adams Co., 
Wis. (Robbins). A small flock appeared as far west 
as Fergus Falls, Minn. (Townley). Pine Grosbeaks 
were common at Seney Wildlife Refuge, Mich. and 
fairly heavy road mortality was reported (French). 
More than usual were seen at Madison, Wis. feeding 
on the heavy crop of ash seeds (Richter). They were 
reported scarce in Duluth, Minn. (Kuyava) and 
Walker, Minn. (Hanson). Three of 4 Hoary Redpolls 
were banded at Marquette, Mich. and one was sent 
to the University of Michigan Museum (Ross).— 
W. J. BRECKENRIDGE, Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—All 
observers agree that this was an “old-fashioned” win- 
ter; extreme cold, ice, sleet, deep snow, high winds, 
floods, and thunderstorms were components. It began 
with the Thanksgiving Day storm, rapidly gained 
momentum, then December brought record to near-re- 
cord cold to the entire Region (average temperatures 
3° to 10° below normal). January and February con- 
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tinued cold and snowy, so that little relief was forth- 
coming until about March 1, for the area as a whole. 
March relinquished its hold reluctantly, however, 
and Iowa received heavy (up to 12 inches) snowfalls 
on the Sth and 14th. Snowstorms also struck Ohio, 
Illinois, and Indiana in early March; only the south- 
ern portion of the Region escaped persistent snow- 
cover. Marked dryness was experienced in Indiana and 
Ohio in December, but devastating floods occurred in 
late January and early February. Results of severe 
inundations at Cleveland and Columbus, Ohio, remain 
to be evaluated during the summer, but some ob- 
servers feel that birdlife suffered. Ice and crusted 
snow (locally) were the agents responsible for major 
flactuations in wintering populations of waterfowl, 
herons, gulls, and kingfishers. Abundant, and early, 
pack ice on Lake Michigan resulted in one of the 
poorest years for waterbirds during the past decade at 
Michigan City, Ind. Lake Erie also was heavily frozen. 
Shifting of various species was evident throughout 
the period, as birds apparently attempted to locate 
more favorable conditions. Some (Brown Thrasher, 
Catbird, Carolina Wren, Cardinal, Tufted Titmouse), 
which attempted to winter as usual, were present dur- 
ing the Christmas Count period, only to largely dis- 
appear later. In fact, a second “Christmas” count 
taken around mid-January would have been a revela- 
tion, as to the alteration of species composition in the 
intervening period. Invasions of Bohemian Wax- 
wings and Evening Grosbeaks evoked the most com- 
ment. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans —A Red-throated Loon at 
Akron, Ohio from Jan. 17 to 31 (Dave DeSante, 
fide Bertram C. Raynes) was the only report. Red- 
necked Grebes were sighted at Chicago (1, Feb. 15- 
16, Harold Fetter) and at Columbus (1, March 14; 
2, March 20) and Buckeye Lake, Ohio (1, March 
28, Milton B. Trautman, fide Edward S. Thomas). 
An Eared Grebe at Louisville, Ky. on Dec. 6 (Rod- 
eric Sommers, Floyd Carpenter, fide Anne L. Stamm) 
was a real rarity there; it also appeared at Chicago 
and Gary, Ind. where it is regular. Even more unusual 
was a Western Grebe at Louisville, Dec. 6 (Som- 
mers, Carpenter); also seen by Burt Monroe, Sr. and 
Jr., Dec. 21. A White Pelican, noted on Dec. 1 at 
Dixon, Ill., was later captured with ice on its wings 
and banded (fide Lee Johnson). Another was sighted, 
Dec. 1, at St. Louis; though formerly regular there, 
this was one of few noted the past 5 years (fide J. 
Earl Comfort). 

Herons.—Great Blue Herons were scarce in the 





western part of the Region; none was ; 


al a : ioted On the 
Squaw Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Mo. after De 
1 (Kenneth Krumm). However, 120 and 96 were 


censused on the Gypsum, Ohio, and Chautauqua 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ill. Christmas Counts, re. 
spectively. An Am. Bittern remained in Porter Co. 
Ind. (as one did last winter) until early February 
(Raymond Grow). The Green Heron observed 
the Decatur, Ill. Christmas Count, was very late, 

Geese, Ducks.—Canada Goose populations were 
unstable. Krumm reported that 6800 wintered a 
Squaw Creek. At Chautauqua there were 40 until 
Jan. 3, when they departed southward, but 200 te. 
turned on Jan. 24 (K. Duane Norman). At Crab 
Orchard Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ill. the 40,000 pres- 
ent by Thanksgiving had dwindled to 7500 on De 
2; the December peak was 11,200; the January peak 
32,000, and the February peak 44,000 (Lee Bush) 
Don S. Prentice sighted 200 Canadas flying over 
Rockford, Ill. on Feb. 5; the temperature was -15° 
On Jan. 3 at Utica, Ohio, 1000 Canada Geese flew 
over going south (Mrs. C. R. Wagner). About 409 
wintered at the Magee Marsh, Ottawa Co., Ohio 
(Laurel Van Camp). The 2000 Snow and Blue Geese 
present at Chautauqua in early December were gone 
by Dec. 20 (Norman), but 4000 Blues and Snows 
wintered at Squaw Creek (Krumm). A White-fronted 
Goose was recorded on the Lakewood, Ohio, Chris*. 
mas Count. 

The Mallard population decreased on most win- 
tering grounds, as a result of southward movement 
to escape sleet, crusted snow, and ice. Only 60 per cent 
of the normal number remained at Des Moines, Iowa 
(Woodward H. Brown). Although a peak of 300,000 
Mallards had built up at Chautauqua on Dec. 2, it 
dropped to 121,000 the next day, and all departed on 
Jan. 20 following a heavy sleet storm (all Black 
Ducks also left); both species returned on Feb. 16 
and 17 (Norman). Krumm reported that the Mal- 
lard population at Squaw Creek peaked at 210,000 
the week of Dec. 14 to 20, owing to the arrival of 
48,000 from Dec. 18 to 20; 75,000 wintered. As 
usual, there were reports of practically all remaining 
dabbling ducks for the period. The record of 10 
Blue-winged Teal on the Ashtabula, Ohio, Christ- 
mas Count is exceptional. Common Goldeneyes were 
evidently more numerous than usual at Rockford 
(350, Jan. 17, Prentice) and Lakeside, Ohio (Alta 
Smith). It was the only diving duck appearing in 
good numbers at Ashtabula (Paul H. Savage). Greater 
Scaup at Rockford (10, Jan. 29, Prentice) and Louis- 
ville (13, Dec. 18, Monroes) were interesting reports. 
Oldsquaw numbers at Michigan City (200, Dec. 14, 
James Landing) and Gary (peak of 12, March 17, 
John Louis) were low. Sally Springer sighted 2 at 
St. Louis, Jan. 2 (fide Comfort). Of the small num- 
ber of reports for all three scoters, 8 White-wings at 
Columbus on Jan. 31 (fide Thomas) was most signih- 
cant. A male and female Harlequin Duck at Cleve: 
land throughout most of December were unusual 
(Raynes). 

Hawks, Eagles—The Davenport Christmas Count 
listed 2 Harlan’s Hawks. Rough-legged Hawks were 
well distributed, even reaching Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Louisville. A Ferruginous Hawk appeared at Quincy, 


on 








ee gi oe os oe ee oe 


1 on the 
ter De 
86 were 
Autauqua 
Ints, re- 
ter Co.. 
Februar; 
tved on 
ate. 
NS were 
tered at 
40 until 
200 re. 
At Crab 
O00 pres- 
on Dec 
ary peak 
Bush) 
NZ Over 
as ~—15° 
ese flew 
Out 400 
ey Ohio 
1¢ Geese 
Te gone 
Snows 
-fronted 
Christ. 


St win- 
ovement 
per cent 
2s, Iowa 
300,000 
2, a 
arted on 
1 Black 
Feb. 16 
1¢ Mal. 
210,000 
rival of 
red. As 
maining 
of 10 
Christ- 
eS were 
ockford 
» (Alta 
ring in 
Greater 
| Louis- 
reports 
ec. 14, 
rch 17, 
od 2 at 
| num- 
ings at 
signifi- 
Cleve- 
inusual 


Count 
‘S$ were 
io, and 
Quincy, 


tll. on Dec. 21 (T. E. Musselman). On Feb. 7 
Prentice saw 2 Golden Eagle at Rockford. Bald Eagle 
qumbers were down locally, because of ice, but the 
following concentrations were reported: Keokuk, Iowa, 
dam, 122, fide Musselman; Davenport Christmas 
Count, 114. Marsh Hawks were down at Rockford 
(Johnson), but numerous at Genoa, Ohio (Van 
Camp); at the latter place the mouse population was 
high. A Prairie Falcon was included in the Union 
Slough Nat'l Wildlife Refuge Christmas Count. On 
Feb. 26, a Pigeon Hawk was found dead at Clinton, 
lowa (H. James Hodges, fide Peter Petersen, Jr.). 
Charles E. Keller counted 41 Sparrow Hawks be- 
tween Indianapolis and Evansville, Ind. in late Decem- 
ber; 75 per cent were within a 20-mile radius of 
Evansville. This region annually harbors good numbers 
of this falcon. 

Cranes, Shovebirds, Gulls—The Mingo Refuge, 
Mo. Whooping Crane was last seen on Dec. 17 
(Lyle Schoonover, fide Jack McDonald). Single Com- 
mon Snipe wintered at Rockford (Johnson) and at 
Plainfield, Ind. (Paul A. Stewart). Glaucous Gull 
reports were received from Cleveland (1, Feb. 7, 
William and Nancy Klamm, fide Raynes); Akron 
(1, Feb. 8, 9, Gale Wiley, fide Raynes); Chicago 
(2, Jan. 15; 1, Feb. 20; 1, March 14, 21, fide 
Harold Fetter); St. Louis (1, Jan. 9, Comfort); and 
Louisville (1, Dec. 6, Sommers, Carpenter; last seen 
Dec. 14, Sommers). Iceland Gulls were sighted at 
Chicago on Jan. 25 and Feb. 15, while Great Black- 
backed Gulls were noted there on Feb. 15 and March 
17 (fide Fetter). Savage recorded 8 Black-backs at 
Ashtabula on Dec. 27; 2 were noted on the Cleveland 
Christmas Count and 6 on the Lakewood, Ohio, 
Christmas Count. The ratio of Herring Gulls to 
Ring-billed Gulls at St. Louis was drastically reversed 
this winter. According to Comfort, Ring-bills normally 
outnumber Herrings about 50 to 1; this season there 
were 25 Herrings for every Ring-bill. The effect 
of ice was especially felt at Michigan City, where 
gulls were in very low numbers and for the first 
time in the past 9 years no Little Gull was sighted 
(Grow). 

Doves, Owls—Conflicting reports as to the status 
of the Mourning Dove prevail. Perhaps the local food 
and weather conditions, or chance observations of 
large, local flocks, influence opinions. At Utica, Ohio, 
Mrs. Wagner obtained the highest count in 10 years. 
Keller reported more than usual at Indianapolis. In 
Ottawa Co.. Ohio, Van Camp banded 137 the 
hrst half of December, but noted a mid-December 
decrease. He found “quite a few” dead doves and 
believes extreme cold drove them away. 

Long-eared Owls were widespread over the north- 
ern half of the Region, with perhaps a slight increase. 
There were fewer than normal at the Morton Arbore- 
tum, Lisle, Ill. (Karl E. Bartel, Al Campbell). 
Although considered rare at Cleveland, 4 were re- 
Ported from as many localities (fide Raynes). F. W. 
Kent and the Christmas Count group found 28 at 
lowa City, lowa. Short-eared Owls arrived early and 
in good numbers, but moved about as winter pro- 
gtessed. Fetter watched 17 near Frankfort, Ill. on 
Feb. 6; the following week none was there. After 
Jan. 1 they were rare at Rockford (Prentice). A total 


of 18 at the Oxford Airport, near Cincinnati (Jay M. 
Sheppard, Emerson Kemsies) was a good count. Of 
several reports of Saw-whet Owls, 18 banded at 
Cincinnati by Ronald Austing and Ed Johnstone (fide 
Sheppard, Kemsies) seems most noteworthy; this is 
nearly twice previous numbers. 

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, Phoebes, Jays.—The 
Belted Kingfisher was driven south by the ice. For 
example, at Rockford it was absent from Dec. 21 to 
March 20 (Johnson). There were 6 records at Cleve- 
land, where the previous winter there were 45 (fide 
Raynes). Yellow-shafted Flickers were below normal 
at Davenport (Petersen) and Columbus (Thomas, 
Trautman), but more abundant at Indianapolis (Henry 
C. West). A Red-shafted Flicker was noted 3 times at 
Joy, Ill. (Richard Green, fide Robert J. Trial) and 
once at St. Louis (Gene and Diane Wilhelm, fide 
Comfort). The Pileated Woodpecker is increasing 
at Indianapolis, where 3 were observed in January 
(West). One at Indian Lake, Ohio, was 70 miles 
from known populations (fide Sheppard, Kemsies). 
The Pileated located in the Indiana Dunes State Park 
last October was last seen in early December (Grow). 
Abundant beech mast enabled numbers of Red-headed 
Woodpeckers to winter at Indianapolis (West) and 
at Utica (Wagner). One Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpecker was sighted at Cleveland in Novem- 
ber, Dec. 3, and Jan. 7 (Annette Flanigan, fide 
Raynes). Eastern Phoebes were listed on only 3— 
Christmas Counts (Bowling Green and Louisville. 
Ky., and Wyoming, Ohio). There was an unverified 
report of a Gray Jay on the Waukegan, Ill. Christ- 
mas Count. The 11 Black-billed Magpies on the Sioux 
City, Iowa, Christmas Count were more than normal. 

Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches.—Bartel noted an 
increase in Black-capped Chickadees at Blue Island, 
Ill. where he banded 86 over the same period in 
which he banded only 46 the previous winter. More 
than usual were reported at Kansas City, Mo. (Ted 
Pucci). At Liscomb, Iowa, Mrs. Carl Proescholdt 
observed 5 or 6 Tufted Titmice until the first part of 
January, when they disappeared. Normal numbers of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were present over the Region. 

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes—Cold and flood waters 
may have decimated Carolina Wren populations, 
although it is too early to say. Two noted at Rockford 
earlier were gone by Jan. 1 (Johnson). At Columbus, 
the species was in evidence until January, then be- 
came very scarce; floods, which scoured out their 
river bottom habitat, could have caused the decline 
(Thomas). Some Mockingbirds withstood the weather 
in protected sites, such as Multiflora Rose fencerows 
or feeding stations. Numbers were low at Columbus 
(Thomas, Trautman). Catbirds and Brown Thrashers, 
though present at Louisville in December, could not be 
located in January (fide Stamm). A Brown Thrasher 
wintered at a feeder in Davenport (Petersen). 

Robins, Solitaires —Region-wide, Robins were below 
normal. Exceptions were at Columbus and Cincinnati. 
At the latter place, 15,000 to 20,000 frequented one 
roost, while in another up to 5000 may have been 
present. These roosts were shared with huge numbers 
of blackbirds (Sheppard, Kemsies). In contrast, 7 
Christmas Counts in Kentucky, totaling 9701 Robins 
last winter, could account for only 450 this year. For 
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the first time in 9 years, none wintered in Robert S. 
Gregory's orchard at Mooresville, Ind. The Town- 
send’s Solitaire discovered at the Morton Arboretum 
in November remained through February (Margaret 
Lehmann); one remained at Des Moines from Dec. 
20 to the end of January, and 4 were recorded in 
lowa during the Christmas Count period (Brown). 

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings, Warblers —Begin- 
ning in November, Iowa was treated to an invasion 
of Bohemian Waxwings, but it was not evidenced 
by the Christmas Counts (only 2 of 14 Counts listed 
the species). Further details can be found in the 
Des Moines Register (March 8, 1959) and lowa 
Bird Life (28:79-81). This irruption spilled into 
northern Illinois and Indiana, but involved small 
numbers of birds there. Illinois reports were from 
Lisle, Sterling, Dixon, Rockford, and Hampton (vari- 
ous observers); the one Indiana record was at South 
Bend (fide Nancy Rea). Northern Shrike records 
seemed about normal, as were a few lingering Log- 
gerhead Shrikes. The large blackbird and Starling roost 
at Louisville showed a decline of 1,000,000 Starlings 
this winter (fide Stamm). There was a decreased 
wintering population of Myrtle Warblers in Kentucky 
(fide Stamm), yet birds stayed at scattered localities 
elsewhere. Kenneth W. Tyler reported one at Chil- 
licothe, Ill. on Dec. 7, when the temperature was 
-14°. In Fairfield Co., Ohio, it was said to be the 
largest wintering population in 10 years (Charles 
R. Goslin). 

Blackbirds.—Only major concentrations or known 
roosts can be discussed, but all of the usual winter 
species were recorded. A Brewer's Blackbird came 
to a feeder in Cleveland on Jan. 23 and 24 (Owen 
Davies). The important roost at Louisville was down 
from 5,500,000 to 3,000,000 (fide Stamm); most 
of this decrease was due to the previously mentioned 
absence of Starlings and Redwinged Blackbirds (down 
from about 1,500,000 to 60,000). Rusty Blackbirds 
were up 30,000; Common Grackles were about the 
same; Brown-headed Cowbirds were down slightly. 
Two roosts near Cincinnati contained about 12,000 
Redwinged Blackbirds, 26,000 Common Grackles, 
2200 Rusty Blackbirds, and 1200 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds (Sheppard, Kemsies). Comfort described a 
flight of 50,000 Redwings, with a few Common 
Grackles mixed in, that passed over at St. Louis on 
Jan. 11. It appeared that most of the Redwings were 
adult males. 

Fringillids —The Cardinal population at Rockford 
was high (330 on the Christmas Count) in early 
winter, but declined after Jan. 1. On one area the 
remains of 6 Cardinals were discovered in Long- 
eared Owl pellets (Prentice). It comes as a surprise 
that 360 Cardinals were listed on the Davenport 
Christmas Count. At least 3 Indigo Buntings win- 
tered near Louisville in a sorghum field (Monroes, 
fide Stamm) ; the only previous winter record was for 
the same area, December 1946. A good flight of 
Evening Grosbeaks penetrated deeply into the Region, 
with marginal records at Kansas City, Kans. (Pucci); 
Peoria, Ill. (Ferd Luthy); Paoli (James Tucker, fide 
William B. Barnes) and Connersville (Edna Banta, 
fide Keller), Ind. and Utica, Ohio (Wagner). Data 
on Purple Finches are impossible to correlate, be- 
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cause of disagreement; in general there y 
more than usual. Large flocks were at Rock 
son, Prentice) and other northern Illin« locations 
Fairfield Co., Ohio (Goslin), and south-central In, 
diana (Mrs. Floyd Maffitt). Considerabl: shifting 
was indicated between December and the end of the 
period, which may account for some discrepancies 
The Pine Grosbeak was noted only at Conneaut. Ohio 
(2, Dec. 20, Duane Ferris, John Thayer). Red Cross. 
bills at Utica (1, Christmas Count) and at Fulton, 
Ill. (9, Dec. 20, Petersen), and 2 White-winged 
Crossbills at Sabula, Iowa, Dec. 20 (Petersen) were 
the only records. 

The Henderson, Ky. Christmas Count listed , 
Grasshopper Sparrow. A Vesper Sparrow (banded 
on Jan. 10) wintered at Oak Harbor, Ohio (Van 
Camp). Most observers felt that Slate-colored Juncos 
and Tree Sparrows were in smaller numbers than 
usual. At least a dozen Oregon-type Juncos were 
reported throughout the Region; without specimens 
these records mean little. Lee Bush found the Harris 
Sparrow at Crab Orchard from January to March, but 
none on the Dec. 31 Christmas Count. One Chestnut. 
collared Longspur was sighted with Lapland Long. 
spurs at St. Louis, Feb. 14 (fide Comfort). Snow 
Buntings were more abundant in northern Illinois and 
northern Ohio than in other years. 

Corrigenda.—The Sprague’s Pipit and the Smith's 
Longspurs collected in southwestern Ohio and men- 
tioned in the autumn report (A.F.N. 13:36-37) 
were actually taken by Jay M. Sheppard. They were 
erroneously credited to Emerson Kemsies.—RUSSELL 
E. MUMFORD, Department of Forestry and Conserva- 
tion, Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—I: will be 
recalled that the most startling feature of the fall 
season was the absence of virtually all birdlife from 
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many spots in the coastal plain. As the autumn passed 
into a cool winter, with monthly temperature aver 
ages below normal all over the Region (except in the 
eastern half in February and the northwestern corner 
in March), birds began to reappear in these areas of 
emptiness. But for the most part, according to report, 
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they did not return in their former numbers. 

" Observers’ Estimates—The impressions of ob- 
servers regarding the abundance or scarcity of birds 
were varied but on the whole pessimistic. “Except for 
the large number of wintering Robins and the gigan- 
tic Starling roost, it was an uneventful year” (ARL, 
Nashville). “We have had fewer birds this winter 
than ever before in my memory, though I'm sure 
this cycle comes every now and then” (MGV, Rose- 
dale). “I have been rewarded with great numbers 
of birds returning to my yard and feeders” (Mrs. 
Jones, Baton Rouge). “In general . . . it was a poor 
winter. . . We were disappointed in the number of 
small birds and missed most of the specialties we 
hunted for’ (JPG, around New Orleans). ‘Birds 
in general were harder to find this year than in any 
other... moving from area to area, rising in some, 
declining in others” (SAG, New Orleans). “Birds 
have been about in much smaller numbers and fewer 
varieties than for several years’ (ABT, Picayune). 
‘About all I can report is scarcity or total lack of 
birds’ (FMW, Pensacola). 

The Christmas Count Verdict—Superficially, the 
Christmas Count returns lent no clear numerical sup- 
port to the opinions quoted above. Of the 15 Central 
Southern areas participating in the Count both years, 
only 7 reported fewer species in 1958 than in 1957 
and only 6 recorded fewer individuals per party-hour. 
In fact, Shreveport, Mobile, and Pensacola turned in 
their best lists ever! In view of the contrast between 
these results and the numerous evidences of bird 
scarcity, it may be worthwhile to examine the Count 
data a bit more critically. In the following table, the 
Central Southern Christmas Count ratings for 14 
winter residents are contrasted with their national 
Breeding-bird Census ratings as given in the fall 
Changing Seasons. The column headings are to be 
interpreted as follows: Areas, the number of Christmas 
Count areas in the Central Southern Region reporting 
the species in either 1957 or 1958; Losses, the num- 
ber of such areas in which the count of birds per 
party hour in suitable habitat decreased in 1958; 
Census %, the number of singing males on the 1958 
Breeding-bird Censuses expressed as a percentage of 
the total for the same tracts in the last prior year 
of census; Count %, the number of individuals on 








Species Areas Losses Census Count 
% % 
House Wren 50 51 
Hermit Thrush 3554 
Fastern Bluebird é 31 56 
Fastern Phoebe 42 58 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 133 85 
Rufous-sided Towhee 68 89 
Song Sparrow 95 90 
Downy Woodpecker 78 92 
Cardinal 74 93 
Catbird 7 96 


/ 


Starling 103 
Carolina Chickadee 98 125 
Slate-colored Junco 66 125 
Robin 150 


the 1958 Central Southern Christmas Counts, adjusted 
for changes in party-hours and habitat coverage and 
expressed as a percentage of the totals for the same 
areas in 1957. In both of the last two columns, per- 
centages below 100 imply decrease; those above 100, 
increase. 

The inclusion of a bird in this table does not neces- 
sarily imply that it is a “disaster species.” On the 
other hand, some winter residents that may have suf- 
fered severe losses, like the Myrtle Warbler have 
been omitted. Within this limitation, the two sets of 
independently derived percentages agree in ranking the 
House Wren, Hermit Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, and 
Eastern Phoebe as the four species in most serious 
condition. On the whole, however, the Count ratings 
are so much more encouraging than the Census ratings 
that the two criteria appear contradictory. Several 
possible explanations might be advanced for this 
situation—simplest among them the idea that either 
the one source of information or the other is unreli- 
able. But there is some evidence that the differences 
are geographical. When the Region is divided into 4 
equal quadrants and the ratings for all the tabulated 
species in each quadrant are combined into a master 
index percentage, the results are as follows: north- 
west, 133%; southwest, 89%; northeast, 82%; south- 
east, 45%. This distribution clearly reflects the fact 
that the most damaging freezes last winter occurred 
in the Southeast. ° 

Normally Nonwintering Birds.—The list of winter 
stragglers was not quite so long as in the more 
severe winter of 1957-58 but included many unpre- 
cedented items. Among the selected records that fol- 
low, those printed in boldface are presumed to be the 
first winter observation for the entire Central South- 
ern portion of the state concerned. In every case 
where not otherwise specified, only a single bird is 
involved. Anhinga: Cameron Parish, near Gibbstown 
Ferry, Dec. 19 (JPG); Creole, La., Dec. 26 (SAG, 
JPG); 2 at Reserve, La., Dec. 19 (RJS, MB). Green 
Heron: New Orleans, Jan. 15 and 17 (SAG). Little 
Blue Heron: 1 imm., Cross Lake, near Shreveport, 
La., Dec. 20-Feb. 8 (HHJ, JRS, BWB). Reddish 
Egret: 1-3 on Dauphin Island, Ala., Dec. 26-28 
(TAI, e¢ al.). Common Egret: 1 near Decatur in 
northern Alabama, Jan. 23 (WMD); 2 at Lake 
Whittington in northern Mississippi, various dates up 
to Jan. 24 (MGV, SRD). Snowy Egret: 3 at Lake 
Whittington with the Common Egrets on the same 
dates (MGV, SRD). Osprey: Reserve, La., Dec. 2 
(RJS); Cameron, La., Dec. 28 (ART); Dauphin 
Island, Ala., Dec. 27 (third winter record for the 
Alabama coast—BHC, BED). Pigeon Hawk: Fort 
Smith, Ark., Jan. 11 (banded after flying against 
window—BWB). Sora: Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 18 
(shot by hunter—OFI); Little Rock, Ark., Dec. 27 
(third winter record for state—WMS). Common 
Gallinule: 2 at Gainesville, Sumter Co., Ala., Feb. 
7 (first inland winter record for the state—JJ, RWS, 
TAI). Whimbrel: Wheeler Refuge, Ala., Feb. 13- 
March 5 (one of the few inland records for the state 
—Hulse, JBT). Spotted Sandpiper: Cross Lake, near 
Shreveport, La., Jan. 11 and Feb. 15 (third winter 
recorded in this area—HHJ). Solitary Sandpiper: 
Pensacola, Jan. 29 (FMW); Grand Isle, La., Feb. 28 
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(ART). Knot: Little Dauphin Island, Ala., Dec. 27 
(TAI). Marbled Godwit: Cameron, La., Dec. 27 
(RBM). Sandwich Tern: 10 at Pensacola, Dec. 27 
(fourth winter record for that area—LEG). Black 
Tern: Grand Isle, La., Jan. 16 (ART). Chuck- 
will’s-widow: Little Dauphin Island, Ala., Dec. 27 
(TAI); Johnson’s Bayou, La., Dec. 6 (SAG, JRS). 
Western Kingbird: 3 at different locations in New 
Orleans, 1 each on Dec. 11 (SAG), Feb. 15 (HBC), 
and March 1 (HBC); Pensacola, Dec. 27 (third 
winter record for this area—FB). Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher: near Petit Jean, Ark., Oct. 15 (belated fall 
record—W MS); Cameron Parish, La., Dec. 5 (ART, 
EDL). Least Flycatcher: Willow Island, near Camer- 
on, La., Dec. 28 (collected—JPG, RAN, SAG); 
near Apalachicola, Fla., Jan. 10 (second winter rec- 
ord for north Florida, first specimen—HMS). Em- 
pidonax sp. (probably Least): 1 collected in New 
Orleans, Jan. 1 (JPG); another seen in the same 
spot on Feb. 15 and March 15 (JPG, SAG). Eastern 
Wood Pewee: Baton Rouge, La., Jan. 3 (BMB). 
Rough-winged Swallow: Cameron, La., Dec. 27 
(Christmas Count); 20 or more in a flock of 1000 
Tree Swallows at Alabama Port, Mobile Co., Ala., 
Dec. 27 (IFS, MWG, TAI); 1 on Mobile Christmas 
Count, Dec. 28 (Dorn). Barn Swallow: Reserve, La., 
Jan. 11 (RFC). Catbird: near Shreveport, La., Dec. 
20, Jan. 3, Feb. 1 (first winter records for Shreveport 
area—GDH, HHJ, JRS, BWB, RLL); Rosedale, 
Miss., Feb. 11—March 9 (Vaidens). Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher: near Shreveport, Dec. 20 (GDH). Bell's 
Vireo: Reserve, La., Jan. 17 (collecteda—MW, RFC). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Thibodaux, La. Jan. 25 
(first January record for state—ART). Black-and- 
white Warbler: one each at Bellingrath Gardens and 
Dauphin Island, Ala., Dec. 27 (TAI, Holliman, 
CM); Thibodaux, La., Jan. 24 (ART); New Orleans, 
Dec. 20 (Christmas Count). Parula Warbler: 2 at 
Bellingrath Gardens, Dec. 27 (TAI) and another 
at Dauphin Island, Feb. 28 (SAG); 1 at Cameron, 
La., Dec. 27 (Verners); 3 at Reserve, La., Feb. 7 
(RJS, DJW). Magnolia Warbler: Cameron, La., 
Dec. 7 (SAG). Yellow-throated Warbler: Grand 
Isle, La., Nov. 29 (JPG). Black-throated Green 
Warbler: New Orleans, Dec. 20 (Christmas Count). 
Ovenbird: Reserve, La., Dec. 27 (RJS, NC). Yellow- 
breasted Chat: Reserve, Dec. 3 (RJS); Cameron, 
Dec. 7 (SAG, JPG). Hooded Warbler: 2 3's at 
Hackberry, La., Dec. 6 (ML, SAG). Orchard 
Oriole: fully adult ¢ at Birmingham, Feb. 4-8 
(BED). Baltimore Oriole: Jackson, Miss. from first 
week in January to second week in February (adult 
4—Mrs. Wills); Auburn, Ala., Feb. 19 (collected 
-LEW ); Tuscaloosa, Ala.. March 15 (MA). Sum- 
mer Tanager: ¢ at New Orleans, March 15 (JPG). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Pensacola, Dec. 19 (PAB). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: 1 at Fayetteville, Ark., Jan. 22 
(first winter record for that area—DAJ) and 3 on 
Jan. 25 (all 3 subsequently trapped—Jameses). Dick- 
cissel: Jackson, Miss., Dec. 1-March 10 (Mrs. Wills). 

Western Stragglers—A very pale Red-tailed Hawk 
with most of the tail white was observed at close 
range at Pensacola on Dec. 14 and 21 and identified 
as an example of the race Kriderii, a form previously 
unreported in Northwest Florida (FMW). Red-tails 
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believed to be of this race were observed 
than 5 localities in Alabama during the winter (RWs 
JJ, TAI, LEW), the maximum number being 8 


t no less 


Montgomery on Feb. 26. The dark breast band was 
noted on a probable Swainson’s Hawk at Cameron 
La. on Dec. 28 (ART)—the sixth Swainson’s i. 
ported in the state, though the species stil! remains 


on the hypothetical list. Three White-winged Doves 
were killed on Grand Terre, La. in the period of Dec 
1-10 (LS), and one was observed within the city 
limits of New Orleans on Dec. 13 (SAG). At least 
5 Rufous Hummingbirds were reported: 1 between 
New Orleans and Grand Isle, Nov. 29 (JPG): 1 at 
Pensacola, Nov. 30 (Mrs. McClanahan) ; 1 at Reserve. 
La., Dec. 11 (collected—RJS); 2 at New Orleans. 
Dec. 20 (Christmas Count). A presumptive hybrid 
flicker near Savoy, Ark. on Dec. 13 was the first of 
its kind ever seen in Arkansas (DAJ). It had yellow 
shafts on the wings and tail but conspicious red 
malar streaks. A typical Red-shafted Flicker was ob. 
served at Texarkana, Ark. on Jan. 8 (GH). An Ash- 
throated Flycatcher at Pontchartrain Park, New 
Orleans, first noted on Jan. 31, was collected 3 weeks 
later (SAG), while at another park in New Orleans 
a second individual was seen and heard on March 12 
and 15 (SAG, MM, BMM). The ¢ of the pair of 
Vermilion Flycatchers near Shreveport had disappeared 
by mid-December, but the @ lingered until at least 
Feb. 1, furnishing the first winter records for that 
relatively northern area (HHJ, JRS, GDH, BWB, 
RLL). Sprague’s Pipit, now considered rather com- 
monplace in the western third of the Region, turned 
up 3 times in the eastern part: New Orleans, Dec. 29 
(SMR, SAG); Montgomery, Ala., Feb. 5 (RWS): 
and Loxley, Ala., Feb. 21 (FMW, AMM). The first 
Audubon'’s Warbler of the season was not seen until 
March 10, when one was carefully identified by sight 
and sound in New Orleans (MM). In view of the 
date, it is impossible to decide whether the bird came 
to the Region as an autumn vagrant or a spring stray 
An observation of 12 Western Meadowlarks at Gaines- 
ville on Feb. 7 (TAI, e¢ al.) extended the known 
range of the species in Alabama to 14 localities in 8 
counties. Single 2 orioles, apparently Bullock's, were 
present at Baton Rouge from Jan. 23 to March 11 
(BMB, Mrs. Barton) and near Shreveport from early 
February through March (Mrs. Merket, KMH, GDH, 
JRS). The prize western bird of the season was a 
Scott’s Oriole collected near Cameron, La. on Dec 
27 (SAG), the first of the species ever found in the 
Region. Counts of 300+ Brewer's Blackbirds at 
Gainesville on Feb. 7 (JJ, TAI) and 250 near 
Coden on Feb. 28 (SAG, JPG, ML) strongly indi- 
cated that the species is increasing in Alabama. Single 
§ Western Tanagers were recorded at Audubon Park. 
New Orleans, on Feb. 28 (MM) and at City Park 
on March 7 and 14 (SAG, JPG, MM). As in the case 
of Audubon’s Warbler, there is no way of knowing 
whether these birds represent spring arrivals from the 
tropics or fall displacements belatedly discovered, but 
Gauthreaux makes the interesting statement that for 
the past 5 years the Western Tanager has been 4s 
“regular in early spring as a clock, with records 
centered from Feb. 28 to March 28.” The Black- 
headed Grosbeak, formerly noted only at long inter- 
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vals, has been well represented for the third fall and 
winter in a row. The most recent records are of a 6 
captured in a trap at El Dorado, Ark. on Feb. 11 
(PM, JH. TFD) and a @ observed just outside the 
ity limits of Baton Rouge on March 10 (Mrs. Mur- 
-ell. BMB). A Green-tailed Towhee discovered at 
Willow Island near Cameron, La. on Dec. 28 (RAN, 
IPG. SAG) is only the fourth ever seen in the state. 
A Rufous-sided Towhee of one of the ‘“‘spotted”’ 
caces was shot at Camden, Ala. on Dec. 8 (LEW), 
but was so badly damaged it could not be preserved. 
No “spotted” towhee has ever before been recorded in 
Alabama. Though the Oregon Junco has been re- 
sorted in Arkansas twice previously, a ¢  dis- 
covered at Fayetteville on Jan. 21 (JAW) and col- 
ected next day (DAJ) provides the first fully authen- 
‘icated record for the state. 

Loons. Grebes.—In several sections Common Loons 
were more plentiful than usual. On the last day of 
February, 59 (14 in one flock) were counted between 
New Orleans, La. and Dauphin Island, Ala. (JPG, 
SAG, Howerton); and 4 to 8 were present on Cross 
Lake near Shreveport from Dec. 20 through March 7 
(HH], e¢ «/.). Two Red-throated Loons, the fourth 
and fifth for the state, were reported in Alabama 
(RWS, LEW); 1 at Gulf Shores, Jan. 23; 1 at Gulf 
State Park, Jan. 25. Three Eared Grebes, the first 
ever noted in the city of Baton Rouge, were recorded 
on New University Lake on Jan. 20 and Feb. 17 
(BMB, Mrs. Barton). 

Pelicans, Cormorants, Gannets——The scarcity of 
Brown Pelicans on the Gulf Coast continues. Weston’s 
total at Pensacola for weekly field trips from Decem- 
ber through February was exactly 3 birds (though he 
encountered a flock of 10 on March 2). Mrs. Tol- 
man’s occasional trips along the Mississippi Gulf 
coast during the period did not turn up a single 
individual, nor did intensive coverage of the Cameron 
coast during the state meeting of the L.O.S. (Dec. 
6-7) and the Christmas Bird Count (Dec. 27). The 
plight of the pelicans, originally blamed on Hurricane 
Audrey, now appears much worse in some sections 
than it did directly after the storm. The apparent nest- 
ing success in the big North Island colony last sum- 
mer makes current conditions all the more mystifying. 
Perhaps disaster has befallen the less frequently 
visited Gulf coast colonies that play an important part 
in supplying our winter populations. Double-crested 
Cormorants, which used to appear at the White River 
retuge in Arkansas by the hundreds, were not seen 
there at all this winter (PJV). At Pensacola, the 
Gannet was actually a more prominent seabird this 
winter than the Brown Pelican; 37 were seen in 30 
minutes of observation on Jan. 20 (FMW). 

Herons.—The orange bill, yellow legs, bull neck, 
and nuptial plumes were noted on 3 Cattle Egrets 
discovered near Bay St. Louis on April 5 (MM, RF, 
Evanses )- the first ever recorded in Mississippi. This 
little immigrant egret has now been observed in all 
the Gulf states. The recent establishment of a colony 
or Louisiana Herons on Cat Island, Ala. perhaps ex- 
plains the record winter count of 19 in the Dauphin 


Island area on Dec. 27 (TAI, RWS). A Louisiana 
Heron at Pensacola on Nov. 24 (FMW) was the 
latest ever re 


corded there by 2 weeks. 





Swans, Geese —On Jan. 18, Arkansas became the 
third Central Southern state to record the regionally 
rare Whistling Swan in the fall and winter season 
of 1958-59. The bird, representing only the third 
known occurrence in the state's history, was a 
wounded immature found at Gillett and at first 
believed to be a Trumpeter Swan by the several 
people who observed it (VBS, ASJ, VGS). After its 
death on Jan. 23, dissection of the trachea and 
breastbone revealed its true identity (DAJ). Three 
geese of the Canada type shot near Decatur, Ala. on 
Jan. 9 were so small (one weighed 3 Ibs., 5 oz.) 
that Wheeler Refuge personnel felt confident they 
were Richardson's Geese (TZA). On Dec. 20, less 
than 2 months before the Blue Geese headed north 
again, a flock of mixed Blues and Snows was seen 
and heard migrating south near Shreveport, La. 
(RLL). Snow Geese outside the usual wintering 
range included: 2 near Mobile, Ala., on Dec. 28 
(Dorn); and 1 still present there Feb. 21 (FMW), 
and 2 near Rosedale, Miss. in a small flock of Blues 
up to Jan. 24 (MGV). 

Ducks.—An adult European Widgeon, the second 
for Alabama, was seen at close range on a small pond 
at Gadsden on numerous occasions between Aug. 28 
and Oct. 5 (ELC, WR, Dusis). Local semirarities 
among ducks were numerous. Greater Scaup: individ- 
uals shot in the backwaters of Wheeler Reservoir 
in northern Alabama on Dec. 2 and 9 (Hulse, JRW ) ; 
3 identified by greenish head reflections at Pensacola” 
on Dec. 27 (BLM). Oldsquaw: 5 in Tennessee Val- 
ley of Alabama on Nov. 23 (Hulse); 3 at Livingston, 
Ala. on Dec. 15 (JJ); 3 at Pensacola on Jan. 4 
(JTB, BLM, FMW). White-winged Scoter: flock of 
9 flying past Dauphin Island on Feb. 28 (SAG, ML). 
Surf Scoter: 2 at Pensacola on Dec. 27 and Jan. 1 
(JTB, FMW). Common Scoter: 2 near Cedar Point, 
Ala. on Dec. 27 (TAI, RWS). Common Merganser: 
flock of 5 at False River, La. on Dec. 21 (RJN); 
flock of 10 (including 2 or 3 4’s) at Dauphin 
Island on Dec. 27 (BHC, BED), 5 still there April 
9 (MOD); 1 at Cross Lake, La. on Jan. 11 (HHJ). 

Vultures, Hawks.—On Dec. 6, ten Black Vultures 
were seen at Johnson’s Bayou, on the Gulf side of 
the Louisiana marshes (SAG), where they are seldom 
observed even when carrion is plentiful. A somewhat 
enigmatic report is that of a Swallow-tailed Kite at 
Grand Isle on Feb. 28 (ART, MEC, EDL). The 
date is as unusual as the location, for the species has 
never before been noted in Louisiana before March 
5. The second Harlan’s Hawk ever seen in Alabama, 
a bird in the light phase at Montgomery, defied 
attempts to collect it on various dates from Dec. 16 
through March (RWS). On Feb. 26, a very dark 
individual of the same species was seen at the same 
locality by the same observer. A Golden Eagle ob- 
served at Camden on Dec. 9 (LEW) added to the 
mounting evidence that the species winters annually 
in Alabama. In view of the evidence of the wintering 
of the Osprey in the Deep South in December, an 
individual at Pensacola on Feb. 6 (BLM) cannot 
be classed with certainty as an early migrant. 

Grouse.—The Ruffed Grouse, which once occurred 
naturally in Alabama but was apparently extirpated 
around 1913, has been reintroduced by the release 
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of 60 Ohio birds in the Bankhead Forest. This 
management area is in the northwestern part of the 
state, whereas the former range of the species was 
in the northeastern section. 

Rails, Turnstones.—The count of 60 Clapper Rails 
in the Cameron area on Dec. 27 is the largest since 
Hurricane Audrey. A Yellow Rail, the only one ever 
recorded in Northwest Florida in midwinter, was 
flushed at Pensacola on Jan. 11 (BLM, JTB). The 
86 Ruddy Turnstones counted at Dauphin Island on 
Feb. 28 (SAG, ef al.) is the highest number ever 
recorded in Alabama in winter. 

Gulls.—On Dec. 26 at Pensacola, Burt L. Monroe, 
Jr., identified the first Litthe Gull ever recorded in 
the state. Next day he shot it. Though the Bona- 
parte’s Gull is scarce in the Shreveport area at any 
season, 20 were seen at Cross Lake on Dec. 20 (HHJ). 

Anis, Owls, Woodpeckers—A few years ago, 
records of the Smooth-billed and Groove-billed Anis 
in Louisiana were evenly balanced at 4 and 4. Since 
then, records of the Groove-billed have more than 
doubled, while the Smooth-billed has not been further 
reported. The testimony of Gauthreaux, who last 
autumn approached a Groove-billed to within 10 feet 
and could not see the grooves on the bill until he 
shot it, emphasizes the uncertainty of the sight identi- 
fication of the two species. Nevertheless, the report 
of an astonishingly tame Smooth-billed at Cameron 
on Dec. 25 (ART) is worthy of consideration, since 
the bird had the high-arched bill characteristic of this 
species and permitted the observer to approach as 
near as 6 feet. Later, on Feb. 23, Gauthreaux observed 
another Groove-billed in New Orleans. He felt sure 
the bird was not one of those he had recorded in the 
fall, since its grooves were plainly visible. Three 
specimens were collected from a group of 12 Long- 
eared Owls that remained near Rogers, Ark. from 
February to April 4 (JAJ, RH, DAJ). This owl 
has been only rarely recorded in Arkansas, or for that 
matter in the entire Central Southern Region. The 
first Hairy Woodpecker ever recorded on the Cameron 
coast was seen in the town of Cameron on Dec. 7 
(RJN, SLW, JV), and two individuals were found 
in the vicinity on the Christmas Count. 

Crows, Nuthatches, Warblers —The Common Crow 
was seen and heard by 3 parties in the Cameron 
Christmas Count area on Dec. 27; only two previous 
reports exist for the parish, and these records are 
unprecedented for the coast. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were recorded in Memphis on Dec. 28 (OFI) and on 
Dauphin Island, Ala. on Feb. 28 (ML, DH, JPG), 
but were absent at many points where they were 
abundant last winter (DAJ, BBC). A Brown-headed 
Nuthatch was recorded on Jan. 4, and again on March 
8, in Franklin Co., Ark., a few miles north of Mul- 
berry (BWB). These are the first records for this 
area of the state and constitute a range extension 
both north and west for the species (DAJ). A Wil- 
son's Warbler was seen four times between Dec. 21 
and 30 in Reserve, La. (RFC, RJS, MW, DJW). 

Grosbeaks, Finches—Up to 9 Evening Grosbeaks 
were observed in small flocks at a feeding sta- 
tion in Gadsen, Ala. on various dates in January 
(ELC), and 1 was seen in Birmingham on Feb. 24 
(EE). This is the third winter out of the last four in 
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which this species has reached that state. [. 


invasion of northern finches was not d vat ie 
winter—Purple Finches were abundant y in Ala. 
bama, being seen elsewhere only singly or in small 
groups, and Pine Siskins were noted only a few tienes, 


Sparrows, Longspurs—LeConte’s Sparrow turned 
up in the same spot at Pensacola for the third Straight 
winter; 2 were banded and 3 more seen (BLM, JTB 
FMW). Tree Sparrows, normally extremely rare in 
Louisiana, were seen on at least 3 occasions in Camer. 
on Parish: 1 at Hackberry on Dec. 6 (HHJ, JRS): 
2 near Cameron on Dec. 7 (MM, ABT. Evanses)- 
and 4 in the same vicinity on Dec. 27 (RF). At Wil. 
low Island, east of Cameron, 75 or more White. 
crowned Sparrows were counted on Dec. 28: the 
great December sparrow population at Cameron also 
yielded 4 Fox, 25 Lincoln's, 20 Song, 2 Grasshopper, 
and 2 LeConte’s Sparrows—all in the same place on 
the same morning (JPG). The largest number of 
Lapland Longspurs ever recorded in Alabama—a 
flock of 210—occurred in a field outside of Mont. 
gomery on Dec. 13, and a small flock was again seen 
there on Feb. 26, the latest date for the state by three 
days (RWS, TAI). Two Smith’s Longspurs were 
noted in the flock of Dec. 13. 

Correction.—The date for the White-tailed Tropic. 
bird reported in the autumn issue should have been 
Oct. 20, not Oct. 19. 
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Ex- 
«ot for local variations, the Region had dry weather 
re the period, few if any severe snowstorms and, 

















especially in the northern areas, colder than normal 
temperatures during January and the first weeks of 
February. The winter was generally ‘open’ with 
below precipitation almost everywhere, although snow 
was light to average at Billings, Mont. (Mrs. Philip 
Hendricks) and the heaviest in 10 years at Medora, 
N. Dak., a notable exception (Arthur Bennett). In 
South Dakota the season was one of the driest in 70 
years of record, according to W. T. Hodge, state 
climatologist. The most noteworthy events were the 
irruption of Bohemian Waxwings throughout the 
Region and the continued presence in unusual num- 
bers of the Black-billed Magpies in the eastern 
portions. 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—During Montana's annual 
midwinter census, 324 Trumpeter Swans were counted 
as compared with 216 in 1958 (Montana Fish and 
Game Dept.). Approximately 200 of the 13,000 
Canada Geese wintering at Red Lake, near Chamber- 
lain, §. Dak., were killed, apparently by botulism: 
victims, perhaps, of a by-product of drought and 
receding waters. A new high in waterfowl numbers 
was recorded on the Fort Randall Reservoir near 
Lake Andes, S. Dak., when more than a million 
and a half Mallards were counted on Dec. 1 (David 
McGlaughlin). In South Dakota a Wood Duck at 
Lake Andes, a Ring-necked Duck at LaCreek Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Martin, and a Hooded Merganser 
at Rapid City were seen on Christmas Counts (DMcG, 
Charles Hughlett, Dr. N. R. Whitney, Jr.). 

Hawks, Eagles —A second winter record of Pigeon 
Hawks was obtained for the Yorkton, Sask., area on 
Dec. 24 and 26 (Dr. Stuart Houston). In Montana 
Bald Eagles were up in the midwinter census (Mont. 
FGD): 65 were observed with 35 Golden Eagles 
on a February aerial survey over the Missouri River 
between Vermillion and Pickstown, S$. Dak. (DMcG). 

Gallinaceous Birds —Ruffed Grouse wintered well 
at Edmonton, Alta. and at Saskatoon and Yorkton, 
Sask. with larger numbers than usual (Edmonton Bird 
Club, Dr. Ronald Bremner, SH). The declining 
Praitie Chicken was noticed several times at Tower 
City, N. Dak. and once at Sand Lake Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Columbia, $. Dak. (Edgar Preston, Bruce 
C. Stollberg). The Sharp-tailed Grouse and Gray 





Partridge, surviving the winter, were more numerous 
than for some years at Edmonton, Alta. and in good 
supply at Saskatoon and Yorkton, Sask. (EBC, RB, 
SH). In North Dakota they were fairly conspicuous 
at Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare; suffered 
little kill-off at Lostwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. 
Lostwood, and were up in numbers from the last 
few years at Arrowwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ken- 
sal, where Sharp-tailed Grouse were observed dancing 
on one of the established grounds on Dec. 31 (Homer 
Bradley, George Gard, John Frye). A few Gray 
Partridges were sighted at Sand Lake Refuge, Colum- 
bia, S. Dak. (BCS). 

Coot, Snipe-—In South Dakota 4 Am. Coot win- 
tered at Lake Andes Refuge where 35 were seen on 
the Christmas Count (DMcG) ; from 1 to 3 Common 
Snipe were observed all winter at a disposal plant 
at Huron (J. W. Johnson). 

Owls.—Six species of owls were recorded. Eleven 
Great Horned Owls were included in the Christmas 
Count at Sand Lake Refuge (BCS). Snowy Owls 
were fairly common at Edmonton, Alta. (EBC), but 
rare or sporadic at Regina, Saskatoon, Spirit Lake and 
Yorkton, Sask. (Saskatchewan Museum of Natural 
History, RB, Wm. Anaka, SH). In North Dakota 
they were common on Lower Souris Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Upham, but scarce elsewhere, only one being 
seen at Grand Forks on the Christmas Count; one at 
Tewaukon Refuge, Cayuga, and one on Jan. 31 at 
Snake Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Coleharbor; and 
at Arrowwood Wildlife Refuge, Kensal, the smallest 
number in many years were recorded (LeRoy W. 
Sowl, Lawrence Summers, Kenneth Dybsetter, Jerald 
Wilson, JF). None was observed at Bowdoin Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Baine Cater). In 
South Dakota they were very scarce everywhere. Two 
Burrowing Owls, most uncommon in winter, were 
identified on the Christmas Count at Rapid City 
(Roland Gray, fide NRW). Long-eared and Short- 
eared Owls seemed to be in usual numbers but at 
LaCreek Wildlife Refuge, 13 were listed on the 
Christmas Count (CH). Noteworthy was the appear- 
ance during February at Theodore Roosevelt Nat'l 
Park, Medora, N. Dak., of a Boreal Owl which ate 
mice that had been killed and put on a post by a 
ranchhand. Several times that owl was fed ham- 
burger (AB). 

Woodpeckers, Jays, Magpies—The Red-shafted 
Flicker appeared in smaller numbers than usual at 
Billings, Mont. (Mrs. PH); its presence at Huron, 
S. Dak., was unusual (JWJ). In South Dakota the 
four Red-bellied Woodpeckers identified along the 
Big Sioux River near Brookings seem to be somewhat 
north of their usual range; 3 also were seen on the 
Christmas Count at Sioux Falls (Mrs. David Holden, 
Willard Rosine). After an absence from the Spirit 
Lake area during the preceding two winters, the 
Gray Jay reappeared late in October and remained 
through the winter (WA). Black-billed Magpies 
were widely scattered. They were at an all-time high 
at Yorkton, Sask. (SH); in North Dakota there were 
many reports at Fargo; at Tewaukon Refuge, Cayuga, 
2 were noticed, the first since 1956 (O. A. Stevens, 
KD); in South Dakota they were in considerably 
higher numbers than normal at Sand Lake Refuge; 
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they appeared in smaller numbers at Waubay Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Waubay, and on the Christmas 
Count at Sioux Falls, where they are extremely un- 
common (BCS, John Carlsen, WR, HK). 

Nuthatches, Thrushes.—The White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, rare in Alberta, was seen on numerous oc- 
casions in Edmonton. “There are but few authentic 
records and no specimens,’ wrote Robert Lister for 
E.B.C. At a disposal plant at Huron, S. Dak., as 
many as 110 Robins were feeding on earthworms 
which warm water brought up through the sludge: 
and a Townsend’s Solitaire wintered there, an un- 
usual occurrence (JWJ). 

Waxwings.—The Bohemian Waxwing irruption 
was as spectacular this winter as the White-winged 
Crossbill’s was last season. They appeared at Edmon- 
ton, Alta., in large numbers during November and 
December, feeding on Mountain Ash, and were still 
present in March (E.B.C.). In Saskatchewan flocks 
seemed larger than usual at Saskatoon but smaller at 
Regina (RB, $.M.N.H.). In North Dakota large con- 
centrations at Kenmare fed daily on Russian Olive 
berries in early December; they appeared in Novem- 
ber at Fargo and in December at Grand Forks but 
not until February at Dickinson; they appeared at 
Lower Souris Wildlife Refuge, Upham, remaining 
until the last week in February, and at Arrowwood 
Wildlife Refuge, Kensal, in flocks of 50 throughout 
the period (Mrs. Robert Gammell, OAS, LS, D. M. 
Noetzel, fide OAS, LWS, JF). In Montana they were 
observed at Bowdoin Wildlife Refuge (BC) and in 
Billings flocks were common from Dec. 8 to March 
23, some of the birds being so tame ‘they took cur- 
rants from the hand,” wrote Mrs. Philip Hendricks. 
In South Dakota they were listed on the Christmas 
Count at Waubay; they came in flocks of up to a 
hundred or more at Milbank, where they fed on 
frozen crab apples; were present at Brookings and 
Rapid City in some numbers; were on the Christmas 
Count in Yankton and remained in Sioux Falls until 
at least March 18, where their principal food seemed 
to be mulberries (JC, Lowry Elliott, JWJ, Mrs. DH, 
NRW, Willis Hall, J. Scott Findley, HK). 

Blackbirds, Grosbeaks, Crossbills—Rusty Black- 
birds appeared much out of their usual winter range, 
one being listed on the Christmas Count at Regina 
(S.M.N.H.) and another at Kenmare, N. Dak. (Mrs. 
RG). More Evening Grosbeaks were seen at York- 
ton, Sask., than have been seen there for many years 
(SH); they were in fair numbers at Edmonton, Allta., 
and in small numbers at Spirit Lake, Sask. (EBC, 
WA). Nine were banded out of flocks numbering as 
high as 30 at Kenmare, N. Dak. (Mrs. RG). Pine 
Grosbeaks were scarce at most reporting stations. 
White-winged Crossbills, infrequently observed at 
Spirit Lake, Sask., where there are no natural ever- 
greens, were noted on March 20. 

Pine Siskins, Goldfinches. Redpolls —Conspicu- 
ously unreported elsewhere, 2 Pine Siskins were in- 
cluded on the Christmas Count at Huron and half 
a dozen appeared at Brandt in South Dakota (JWJ. 
Alfred Peterson). American Goldfinches, not reported 
from other stations, appeared at 7 localities in South 
Dakota, where 82 appeared on the Christmas Count 
at Madison and as many as 200 were observed at 
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Milbank (Dennis Doerr, LE). Redpol! 
worthily absent in most areas; they we 
as common as usual at Edmonton, Alt 
decreased in numbers from the previous \ 
Lake, Sask. (EBC, WA). In North Dako: 
present in large flocks at Arrowwood \ 
fuge, Kensal (JF), but apparently were 
where. They were reported as rare at Hu: 
and in small numbers if at all present in 
Dakota areas. Hoary Redpolls were | 
Lower Souris Wildlife Refuge, Uphan 
on March 13 (LWS). 

Sparrows, Longspurs. Buntings.—Several 
Sparrows remained for the winter in the 
South Dakota they were seen at Rapid City, Lake 
Andes Wildlife Refuge and Sioux Falls (NRW. 
DMcG, WS). One was included in the Christmas 
Count at Regina, Sask. (EBC). Tree Sparrows were 
in usual numbers except at Snake Creck Wildlife 
Refuge, Coleharbor, N. Dak., where upwards of 
2000 were noted, March 21-29 (JW). Two Harris’ 
Sparrows remained most of the winter at Brookings 

Dak. (Mrs. DH). Lapland Longspurs, not excep. 
tionally plentiful elsewhere, were observed in larger 
numbers than during the past two winters at Tewau- 
kon Refuge, Cayuga, N. Dak. (KD). Snow Buntings 
in small supply generally, were concentrated in several 
areas in North Dakota, especially at Tewaukon Re. 
fuge, Cayuga, where more were seen than in the 
past two winters (KD); at Arrowwood Wildlife 
Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak., where they were commonly 
observed (JF); and at Tower City where on Feb. 15 
some 250,000 birds were seen in a stubble field. When 
they were flushed, ‘the noise of the flight could be 
heard in the car with doors closed,” wrote Edgar 
Preston HERBERT Krause, English Dept., Augus- 
tana College, Sioux Falls, §. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
winter was characterized by low temperatures and sev- 
eral snows in the southern part of the Region. Runoff 
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yas very light and ponds and lakes continued to show 
water levels. Bird populations revealed wide 
variations between groups of birds. Hawks were up 

, numbers and sparrows were disappointing in many 
xalities. Waterfowl were abundant in the western 
sortion of the Region but generally scarce in the 
-entral and eastern localities. 

Lyons, Grebes——Common Loons appeared to be 
sore common than during any previous winter. Re- 

-ds of first winter occurrence included Loveland, 
Colo. on Dec. 22 (M. M. Douglas); Colorado 
Springs on Dec. 28 (F. Sample); Stillwater, Okla. 
a Dec. 27 (F. M. Baumgartner); Tulsa, Okla. on 
Dec. 28 (J. S. Tomer); Fort Gibson Reservoir, Okla., 
Dec. 21 (J. L. Norman). A Red-throated Loon 
sen at Oklahoma City, Dec. 14-27, was not only a 
new locality record but an addition to the Oklahoma 
st (J. G. Newell). Grebes, too, appeared to be more 
slentiful than normal with a Pied-billed seen at 
Loveland on Dec. 22 the most surprising (MMD). 

Cormorants. Herons.—A Double-crested Cormo- 
-ant seen in late December on the Kirwin Nat'l Wild- 
ife Refuge in north-central Kansas was far north of 
the winter range of this species (R. L. Means). A 
Common Egret observed at Denton, Tex. on Jan. 1 
and 28 was definitely north of its winter range (B. 
ind J. Lincoln, R. Rylander). 

Waterfowl, Hawks.—The shortage of waterfowl in 
the eastern and central portions of the Region was 
very conspicuous. For example, the duck flight at 
Stillwater was no better than in 1956 when little 
habitat was available (FMB). In sharp contrast, lo- 
alities in Colorado and the Texas Panhandle re- 
sorted unusually large populations. An estimated 
500.000 ducks at Buffalo Lake in the Panhandle 
during January represented one of the largest con- 
centrations reported on the Plains in several years 
(Mrs. I. D. Acord). Canada Goose populations in the 
Region were equal or slightly above those of last 
vear (R. E. Marquardt). Unusual distribution records 
indicated the wintering of several species north of 
their normal range. Ross’ Goose was found in Denver 
n Feb. 11 and stayed until at least the end of the 
month (A. M. Bailey). There are only a few records 
if this species in Colorado (D. M. Thatcher). Two 
Black Ducks were seen at Dallas on Feb. 10 (C. Kib- 
inger). The Blue-winged Teal recorded at Halstead, 
Kans. on Dec. 27 were north of the usual winter range 
(G. Abbott). Twelve Shovelers observed at Colorado 
Springs on Dec. 28 represented another case of un- 
usual winter distribution (FS). Hawk populations 
taken from 20 Christmas Bird Counts representing 
geographical areas throughout the Region averaged 43 
birds per count (not including accipiters). This 
number is contrasted with an average count of 22 in 
1955. Apparently the highest concentrations of hawks 
were found in northern and western localities. The 
nly reports of unusual distribution included Swain- 
son's Hawk at Palo Duro Canyon in Texas on Dec. 27 
(IDA) and the Pigeon Hawk at Longmont on Dec. 
22 (Mrs. C. M. Collister). 

_ Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes, Rails, Gallinules —Up- 
land game bird populations continued to be spectacular 
and apparently wintered well despite the competition 
‘or food from rodents. A Sandhill Crane seen at 


Kearney, Nebr. on Jan. 1 was far north of the winter 
range of the species (J. C. Bleise). A Sora seen at 
Dallas on Jan. 24 was a first winter record (CK). A 
Florida Gallinule found in the same locality, Jan. 10- 
March 14, represented unusual seasonal distribution 
(CK). 

Sandpipers, Gulls——Sandpipers apparently win- 
tered in some numbers in the Region. Eight Least 
Sandpipers were seen at Oklahoma City on Dec. 27 
(E. Stanley); Semipalmated Sandpipers were noted at 
Wichita, Kans. on Dec. 28 (D. Kilby) and at Sher- 
man, Tex. on Dec. 20 (J. P. Ferrill) ; and a Dunlin 
was found at Oklahoma City on Nov. 27 (JGN). A 
Glaucous Gull was seen at Platteville, Colo. in Feb- 
ruary and again on March 1 (Mrs. M. Lett). This 
species was reported for the first time in Oklahoma 
when an immature bird was carefully observed at 
Oklahoma City on Feb. 8 (JGN). An immature 
Black-legged Kittiwake was seen and photographed 
at Tulsa, March 8-29 (Mrs. B. Reynolds, e¢ al.). This 
is also an addition to the Oklahoma list and one of 
the few records for the Region. 

Owls, Woodpeckers —Owls were generally plentiful 
as was expected because of the abundance of small 
rodents. A Spotted Owl was taken at Lakewood, Colo. 
about Jan. 5 and presented to Dr. A. M. Bailey. This 
is a new locality record of a species that is not com- 
mon in the state. Red-headed Woodpeckers were gen- 
erally rare in the Region last winter. A Red-bellied ~ 
Woodpecker seen at Boulder, Colo. on Dec. 31 rep- 
resents a distribution record west of its normal range 
(O. A. Knorr, W. A. Weber). 

Flycatchers, Jays, Nuthatches.—Eastern Phoebes may 
have wintered at Spavinaw, Okla. where one was seen 
on Jan. 1 (JLN) and at Tulsa where the species was 
found on Dec. 28 (J. S. Tomer). The Vermilion Fly- 
catcher noted at Karnack, Tex. on Dec. 28 was outside 
of its winter range (G. Taylor). A Scrub Jay and 176 
Pifion Jays found at Fort Collins on Dec. 21 rep- 
resented unusual seasonal distribution (MMD). At 
Amarillo, where the Scrub Jay is usually found regu- 
larly, this species was not reported all winter (IDA). 
The Blue Jay wintered for the first time at Midland, 
Tex. (Mrs. H. L. Williams) and was recorded for 
the first time at the Muleshoe Refuge, Oct. 17—Nov. 
8 (R. Darnell). Both the White-breasted and the Red- 
breasted Nuthatch were seen on several dates at Dal- 
las where both species are rare. The White-breasted 
was noted, Dec. 27-Jan. 25 (L. Jackson, CK); 
the Red-breasted, Jan. 28—March 9 (E. Winford). 

Wrens, Mockers, Thrushes—A Carolina Wren 
seen at Kearney, Nebr. on Jan. 1 was north of the 
regular range (JCWB). Rock Wrens continue to 
show up outside of their normal range in Oklahoma. 
One was found in Tulsa, Dec. 24—March 15 (Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Spore). This species also was noted at Okla- 
homa City on Nov. 30 (JGN). Mockingbirds and 
Brown Thrashers wintered in larger numbers than 
usual in the central portions of the Region, probably 
attracted by the heavy crop of wild and ornamental 
berries. A Mockingbird at Loveland on Dec. 22 was 
far from its normal winter range (MMD). Thrushes 
also exhibited unusually high populations in many 
localities. A count of 26 Hermit Thrushes at Spavinaw 
on Jan. 1 is probably a record for Oklahoma (JLN). 
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A Swainson’s Thrush noted at Waco, Tex. on Dec. 20 
furnished an interesting distribution record (D. John- 
son). Contrary to the reports from the eastern states, 
Eastern Bluebird numbers appeared to be normal. No 
invasion of Mountain Bluebirds was reported. 

Gnatcatchers, Waxwings.—A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
found at Dallas on Dec. 27 and 2 on Jan. 25 suggest 
that this species may have wintered considerably north 
of its regular range (EW). Cedar Waxwings, al- 
though common in some localities, did not approach 
the numbers found last winter. Bohemian Waxwings 
invaded the Region on a wide front. Large flocks were 
reported at Denver (DMT), Boulder (OAK) and 
Colorado Springs (Mrs. N. Miller, Mrs. W. Noble). 
Two hundred were seen at Scottsbluff, Nebr. on Dec. 
30 (Mrs. R. J. Witschy) and small numbers were ob- 
served in other localities in that state. In Kansas the 
species was recorded at Halstead on Dec. 27 (D. 
Platt). In Oklahoma one was seen at the Salt Plains 
Refuge in late March (Mr. and Mrs. I. Brown); at 
Norman 2 were seen and 1 collected on Dec. 20 (G. 
M. Sutton). At Amarillo an injured bird first noted 
on Dec. 27 stayed through the end of the period (Mrs. 
L. E. Moyer). A Bohemian Waxwing was first noted 
at Midland on Nov. 30 and a second bird was found 
on Dec. 16. Both stayed throughout the period 
(HLW). 

Warblers, Orioles, Blackbirds —Myrtle Warblers 
were unusually plentiful in Oklahoma with 200 re- 
ported at the Tishomingo Refuge on Dec. 28 (Mrs. I. 
Yandel). One seen at Longmont, Dec. 22, was far re- 
moved from its normal range (CNC). An Audubon’s 
Warbler seen at the Wichita Mountains Refuge on 
Dec. 29 was east of its usual range (W. M. Davis). 
This species also was found wintering near Hinton. 
Okla. (IB). Bullock’s Oriole wintered for the first 
time at Midland (HLW). A Yellow-headed Blackbird 
found at Colorado Springs on Dec. 28 was on a sur- 
prising date (FS). 

Finches.—Populations of northern finches were not 
spectacular, suggesting that there was no real move- 
ment southward. A Cardinal seen at Scottsbluff on 
Dec. 30 had moved north of the range of the species 
(RJW). Populations of the Rufous-sided Towhee 
were the lowest in 20 years at Stillwater (FMB), and 
other localities in Oklahoma and northern Texas had 
similar reports. 

Sparrows through Longspurs.—The lack of winter 
sparrows was the most conspicuous feature of the 
season. This condition was most apparent in the cen- 
tral and southern parts of the Region. Despite limited 
populations a surprisingly large number of individuals 
wintered either north or south of their regular range. 
Among the most unusual records representing extra- 
limital distribution to the north were: the Vesper 
Sparrows at Kearney, Nebr. (JCB); Chipping Spar- 
rows at Kearney (JCB), Kirwin, Kans. (RLM), and 
Boulder, Colo. (GA); Clay-colored and Field at 
Kearney (JCB); and White-throated Sparrows at 
Longmont, Colo. (CNC), Colorado Springs (FS) and 
at Kearney (JCB). The Tree Sparrow did not migrate 
in numbers south of southern Kansas. From a very 
high count of 2400 at the Quivira Refuge (J. J. Har- 
man) numbers dropped abruptly to counts of less 
than 100 in northern Oklahoma. However, this species 
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was recorded at Midland (HLW) and at § 
Tex. (JPF), both localities south of its regula: 
The Harris’ Sparrow wintered for the first time at 
Midland (HLW). Longspurs apparently we-e not 
abundant in most of the Region although both Smith’s 
and Lapland Longspurs were found south « Tyler, 
Tex. (M. M. Cortright)—F. M. BAUMGARTNER 
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Okla. 


rman, 
range. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Temperatures through. 


out the Region averaged several degrees below normal 
until after mid-January when near seasonal averages 
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became the order. Severe cold and unusually warm 
spells were of only short duration; as a result, birds 
suffered no undue hardships. Rainfall was deficient 
during December and January except along the lower 
coast, near normal in February except excessive along 
the upper coast, and very light in most areas in March. 
Soil moisture reserves prevented a return to drought 
conditions, but north-central and western areas needed 
rain as the season ended. 

Food and cover was generally ample to abundant 
throughout the Region, so it is surprising that some 
reporters commented on the scarcity of birds. The 
only drastic reduction in number of non-resident win- 
tering birds appeared to be in the extreme eastern 
corner of the Region. From Beaumont, Mrs. Hooks 
wrote, “Winter residents were never so scarce in all 
my years of watching. On my country place, in a 
wooded area, mostly local residents come to the 
feeder.” Mrs. Geiselbrecht reported few birds of most 
species at Beeville, although food supplies were plenti- 
ful. Since land birds of all kinds were at least normally 
common in north-central counties, one wonders if 
the abundance of food and cover tended to hold the 
population farther north than would ordinarily be the 
case. 

Presence of more fresh water than usual caused a 
shifting of populations between areas. Goldman wrote 
from the Lower Rio Grande Valley, “The great 
amount of fresh water received in the record rainfall 
of October and November in South Texas has been 
responsible for improving the habitat for such win- 
tering marsh birds as rails, marsh wrens, Common 
Gallinule, Pied-billed Grebe. Yellowthroat and Swamp 





cmrrow.” At Welder Wildlife Refuge, on the other of Austin on Jan. 14 (MAM, HJT); Rough-winged 
Sparrow. : 
hand, marsh wrens were less common because of high Swallow at Cove on Dec. 27 (2, latest on record— 
water and less favorable habitat, and shorebirds were AKM); Barn Swallow at Cove to late December 
ia only about 5 to 10 per cent of normal abundance (several—AKM); Prothonotary Warbler at Corpus 
owing to lack of mud flats (CC). Christi on Jan. 10, 11 and 12 (FA, BB, KM); Yel- 
Environmental Changes.—During the recent drought. low Warbler in the Baytown area on Feb. 16 (CS, 
come western species extended their ranges eastward,a JAS); Yellow-breasted Chat at Laguna Atascosa on 
‘rend which was most apparent during fall and winter. Dec. 27 (GM, PWS); Bullock's Oriole at San An- 
Now, with the environmental changes accompanying tonio on Dec. 20 (BH) and at Welder on Dec. 24 
he wet cycle, these species have withdrawn. The situ- —_ and Feb. 7 (CC); male Scarlet Tanager at Houston 
ation, as applied to Welder, is ably summarized by on March 6 (CWH); Summer Tanager in Houston 
Cottam: “The data are crystal clear that there has on Jan. 10 (JO'N) and in Bastrop State Park on 
been a shifting from a xerophytic to a mesophytic type March 1 (FO, JLR, RAR); Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
of fauna. Some of those desert or semi-desert forms at Santa Ana on Dec. 2 and 4 (RJF); Blue Grosbeak 
that were rather frequent on the area during the win- at Baytown on Jan. 31 (CS, JAS); Indigo Bunting at 
ters of dry years are now very uncommon, and a few _—_ Baytown, Feb. 25 through March 7 (CS, JAS); and 
have not appeared this year.’’ Cottam cited the com- _Dickcissel at Welder on Dec. 2 and Jan. 15 (at least 
plete absence this winter of the Cactus Wren, Sage 4 birds present—CC). Other unusual records are 
Thrasher (quite common two years ago), and Green- omitted on the possibility that they were early spring 
tailed Towhee. Eastern races of the Mourning Dove, migrants. 
Loggerhead Shrike, meadowlark, and Savannah Spar- Western Strays —Although this was not a good year 
row were more common, while the western races of for strays from the West, the following records are of 
these species were less common. The Carolina Wren, particular interest: A female or immature humming- 
an eastern species, was more common than previously. bird, which Mrs. Hagar identified as Lucifer, found 
A survey of some of the more western species af- dead in Beeville on the morning of the Jan. 4 freeze; 
fected by environmental change gave the following re- an Ash-throated Flycatcher at Longenbaugh Lake 
sults: Say’s Phoebe was reduced in number at Welder near Houston on Jan. 31, a first record for the upper 
and at San Antonio, but normal at Alice and in the coast (RSM, NCO, LS); the first Black Phoebe ever 
Lower Valley. Vermilion Flycatcher was below normal recorded on the upper coast, seen on Jan. 24 and 25- 
in the Lower Valley. Verdin was reduced 10 per cent (CEH) and Feb. 1 (VLE, RLF, SGW), and re- 
at Welder, but was more widely distributed in the portedly seen as early as October; a female Bullock's 
Austin area. The Cactus Wren had disappeared from Oriole at Cove on Dec. 27 and Jan. 31 (only 2 pre- 
warm Welder and Rockport, but was above normal at San vious records—AKM); a female Western Tanager at 
_ birds Antonio. The Curve-billed Thrasher was seen more Galveston on Jan. 17 (JBS, NS); and an Oregon 
ficient often than usual in the Austin area. Sage Thrasher Junco at Dewalt (southwest of Houston) on March 8 
lower was below normal in the Lower Valley; the only other (JO’N). 

along report was of one bird at Austin. Pyrrhuloxia was Loons, Grebes.—Unusually high counts of 21 Com- 
March. below normal at Laguna Atascosa Nat'l Wildlife mon Loons and 167 Eared Grebes were made from 
rought Refuge but above normal at San Antonio. Green-tailed the Texas City Dike on March 27 (CHA, VLE, RLF, 
1eeded Towhee was below normal at San Antonio and in the SGW). 

Lower Valley, and not recorded elsewhere. Lark Herons.—Peak counts of 328 Great Blue Herons 
indant Bunting, sometimes very plentiful, was below normal and 323 Reddish Egrets were made at Laguna Atascosa 
some at Alice, San Antonio, and in the Lower Valley, only on Dec. 10 (LCG). Not only did Cattle Egrets hold 
_ The 10 per cent of normal at Welder, and missing from on in locations described in the fall migration report, 
- win- Austin and Seguin. Black-throated Sparrow was above but turned up in areas where they had not been seen 
astern normal at San Antonio and Seguin, but reduced in the before. Upper coast records included 3 near Anahuac 
Jooks Lower Valley. It should be noted that no reports were (Chambers County) on Feb. 8 (JBS), and 12 near 
in all received from a large segment of the Region west of | West Columbia (Brazoria County) on March 22 (EH, 
in a a line from San Antonio to Santa Ana Nat'l Wildlife et al.). On the central coast, 13 were seen on Aransas 
) the Refuge. Nat'l Wildlife Refuge on Jan. 9 (CFL); 2 appeared 
most Fall Stragglers and Winter Strays Following is a at Welder Refuge on Jan. 17 (CC); and 1 was found 
lenti- listing of the more unusual winter finds (excluding in the Corpus Christi area on Jan. 31 (KM). A flock 
mally Christmas Count records) involving species which of 10 or more was reported about 25 miles south of 
rs if occur in the Region as migrants or summer residents Kingsville off U. S. 77 on March 12 (FO) ; these have 
1 the but which are not to be expected during winter: Green _ been seen since by many travelers. Seven birds were 
e the Heron at Houston on Jan. 11 (JW); Solitary Sand- found at Eagle Lake, about 75 miles from the gulf, 
Piper in the Houston area on Jan. 18 (NCO, et al.) on Dec. 7 (LWC), and were seen there as late as 

ed a and at Austin on Dec. 14 (2—AMW) and Dec. 23 Jan. 22 (AMW, FSW). With more fresh water on 
vrote (MAM, HJT); Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Corpus Laguna Atascosa, Am. Bitterns were sighted more 
great Christi on Jan. 11 (KM) ; Chuck-will’s-widow at Cove often this winter than usual (LCG). 
nfall on Dec. 27 (first winter record—AKM); Ruby- Spoonbills—The Roseate Spoonbill is a casual win- 
been throated Hummingbird at Houston on Jan. 2 (NS); ter resident on the upper coast; therefore, a count of 
wia- Scissor-tailed Flycatcher west of Austin on Dec. 7 43 at Cove on Dec. 27 is of interest. As many as 27 
mon (3—AMW’, FSW) and at Galveston on Feb. 1 were seen there in one day during January (AKM). 
amp (VLE, RLF, SGW); Great Crested Flycatcher west Waterfowl—Geese were less common at Welder 
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this winter, probably because of higher water (CC). 
A peak count of 5395 Canada Geese was made at 
Laguna Atascosa on March 9 (LCG, LAS). High 
duck counts there included 44,000 Pintails on Dec. 10, 
and 31,535 Redheads on Dec. 2 (LCG, LAS). An 
estimated 25,000 Green-winged Teal were counted in 
the Cove area on Dec. 14, and the number of Lesser 
Scaup there in December prompted McKay to call it 
a “boom year.’’ An immature male Barrow’s Golden- 
eye was identified at Cove on Dec. 7, in company of 
Common Goldeneyes (AKM); this is the second 
record for the upper coast. A Surf Scoter was re- 
ported near the causeway between Port Isabel and 
Padre Island on Dec. 28 (NCO). McKay reported a 
good year for Hooded Mergansers in the Cove area, 
and one was seen at Laguna Atascosa on March 6 and 
10 (LCG, LAS). Red-breasted Mergansers were in 
much below normal numbers on the upper coast 
(VLE). 

Hawks.—Three White-tailed Kites were seen at 
Laguna Atascosa during December (LCG). Red-tailed 
Hawks were very scarce at Beeville this winter 
(AHG), but were frequently seen at Austin, coincident 
with the high rat population there (FSW). A Swain- 
son’s Hawk at Austin on Jan. 21 (SGW) may be a 
first winter record. Cottam reported Harris’ Hawk re- 
duced about 99 per cent at Welder since 1955, per- 
haps due to a low cycle in the rabbit population. The 
Black Hawk was seen at Santa Ana on 6 days from 
Jan. 11 to March 14 (RJF). A high count of about 25 
Marsh Hawks was made in one field at the edge of 
Houston on Jan. 4 and 24 (NCO, et al.). The species 
was very scarce at Beeville (AHG) and down about 
50 per cent from a year ago at Welder (CC). 

Prairie Chickens, Rails Houston birders were ex- 
cited over Aiken’s discovery of a small number of 
Greater Prairie Chickens on the western boundary of 
that city. The first Clapper Rail seen on Laguna 
Atascosa in years was recorded on March 19 (JF, 
LCG). Soras were more numerous there this year 
(LCG). An unusual number of reports of Soras on 
the upper coast, where they rarely occur in winter, may 
have been a result of the increase in water (VLE). A 
Black Rail was seen 3 miles south of George West 
(Live Oak County) on Feb. 15 (ROA). 

Shorebirds—The annual count of Common Snipe 
at Laguna Atascosa in January turned up 108 birds, 
whereas the same area had yielded only 1 a year 
earlier (LCG). Marbled Godwits were reported very 
numerous at Rockport during the season (CNH). A 
good mid-winter count of 100 Am. Avocets was made 
at the Baytown Tunnel on Jan. 16 (CS, JAS). 

Gulls.—Bonaparte’s Gull was reported in fair num- 
bers on the upper coast; a high count of 50 was made 
at the Texas City Dike on Feb. 7 (JBS, NS). One 
was seen at Laguna Atascosa on Feb. 18 (LCG); it is 
an extremely rare winter visitor to the Rio Grande 
Delta region. 

Anis.—The 72 Groove-billed Anis reported on the 
Laguna Atascosa Christmas Count was the largest 
number ever recorded there at any time of year. 
Stragglers continued to appear in other areas. Two 
anis were noted near El Indio (18 miles southeast of 
Eagle Pass) on Dec. 31. On the morning of Jan. 4, 
when the mercury dipped to 25°, both birds were 
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found dead under the bush in which they had roosted 
nightly; their stomachs were empty and their bodies 
emaciated (ES). Four anis were found on Padre 
Island (Corpus Christi section) on Jan. 11 (KM) 
and 1 was seen 6 miles southwest of Alice on Jan. I> 
(ROA, RTP). Three anis were seen at Welder from 
Dec. 11 to 16 (CC). The Rockport birds, reported 
last fall, disappeared after the Jan. 4 freeze (CNH) 
On the upper coast, 1 ani appeared in the Baytown 
area on Jan. 1 (CS, JAS). 

Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers —Pauraques were calling 
at Beeville on warm nights except during January 
(AHG). Red-shafted Flickers were reported scarce a: 
San Antonio (GBH), but 5 individuals of the Downy 
Woodpecker were seen (ERB, ef al.). Unusually high 
counts of Downy (15) and Red-headed Woodpeckers 
(11) were made on Jan. 11 in a pecan grove east of 
Austin (FO, JLR, RAR). 

Becards, Flycatchers—A Rose-throated Becard was 
at Santa Ana on Dec. 27 (RJF). Tropical Kingbirds 
were at or near record abundance in the Rio Grande 
Delta in December—actually seeming more common 
than they had been during summer (CEH, fide EBK) 
Normally this species is common in summer but un. 
common to almost absent in winter (EBK). The count 
of 77 at Laguna Atascosa on Dec. 28 more than 
doubled the record Christmas Count of 35 on Jan. 3. 
1954. The second record of the Fork-tailed Fly- 
catcher for the Lower Valley was made on March 20 
by Mr. and Mrs. Swedenborg: this bird was watched 
for several minutes and all field marks noted. (The 
exact location was not given.) Eastern Phocbes were 
scarce at Beeville, but in near normal numbers in other 
reporting areas. Cottam reported at least 2 Traill’s 
Flycatchers wintering at Welder. 

Horned Larks, Swallows, Wrens.—Horned Larks 
were unusually abundant on the prairies east of 
Austin during December and January, with 1000+ 
reported on Dec. 26 (MAM). Comparatively few 
were seen at Seguin this winter; these were present 
for about a week in mid-December (MR). McKay 
reported 200 Tree Swallows at Cove on Dec. 23, and 
several birds were seen during January. From 1 to 7 
were seen frequently at Welder during the season 
(CC). House Wrens were reported below normal at 
San Antonio (JWK) but normal elsewhere. 

Robins.—W intering populations of Robins were re- 
ported below normal in the Lower Valley (very scarce 
—LCG), and at Alice, Beeville, Welder (only 5 
per cent of normal—CC), Seguin, San Antonio, 
Houston and Beaumont. Against this evidence, a 
count of 600+ in Medina County on Feb. 21 appears 
impressive (BH). Almost no Robins were seen in 
Austin during the season, but sizeable flocks were ap- 
pearing in the hills west of town in late January. On 
Feb. 17 a large roost was located about 8 miles west 
of Austin (CHB). On the evening of Feb. 22. 3 
parties counted a combined total of 49,100 birds flying 
in, and it was thought that this number could account 
for no more than half the birds using the roost. These 
numbers seemed undimished until the bulk of the 
population departed on March 18. Apparently the 
abundance of natural food kept these birds in the hills 

Thrushes, Bluebirds, Waxwings.—Heiser reported 
Hermit Thrush numbers somewhat below normal at 
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Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary (about 50 miles north 
of Houston); there were fewer than ever before at 
Cove (AKM) Good numbers were present in Travis, 
Bastrop and Gonzales Counties. Eastern Bluebirds were 
scarce at Beeville, and below normal at Houston, Cove 
(never so scarce before—AKM), Little Thicket, and 
in the Lower Valley. Cedar Waxwings were not re- 
ported until January, and most flocks numbered fewer 
than 100 birds. Two exceptions were at Beaumont, 
where waxwings were abundant throughout March, 
and at Austin where many flocks were moving into 
the city during late March. 

Warblers —Myrtle Warblers were below normal in 
the Lower Valley, Beeville (scarcpe—AHG), Welder 
(10 per cent of normal—CC), Rockport, San Antonio, 
Houston and Little Thicket. They were common at 
Beaumont in March (JLH), and a heavy concentration 
was reported in woods 10 miles north of the city 
(STW). Numbers increased appreciably at Austin 
during early March (AMW’). The Black-throated Gray 
Warbler was reported at San Antonio on Jan. 18 
(ERB) and Feb. 25 (GBH), at Beeville on March 23 
(AHG), and at Welder on Dec. 2 (CC). One was 
seen in the Houston area from Nov. 29 until Jan. 2 
(BF, et al.). Occurrences of rare winter residents fol- 
low: Black-and-white Warbler in Houston area on 
Jan. 18 (NCO, et al.) and at San Antonio on Jan. 
25 (JWK); 2 Nashville Warblers at Welder, ob- 
served several times in January and February (CC); 
and Wilson’s Warbler at Galveston on Jan. 17 (JBS, 
NS), in Houston area on Jan. 25 (JM), and in San 
Antonio on Dec. 22 and Jan. 25 (GBH). 

Finches, Sparrows —A male Evening Grosbeak 
was seen at a Houston feeder on March 14 and 21 
(SGK, JO’N), the second record for the upper coast. 
Reports of Purple Finches and Pine Siskins were few. 
Fifteen Purple Finches were seen in Austin on Jan. 
21 (SGW), and the only noteworthy numbers of 
siskins were observed there in late March and early 
April (MAM). Am. Goldfinches were less common 
than usual at Welder, Beeville, San Antonio and Cove. 
Most sparrows were scarce at Beeville, but populations 
of brush and field sparrows were good in Travis, Hays, 
Bastrop and Gonzales Counties. Austin and San An- 
tonio reported good seasons for Harris’ Sparrow, but 
numbers were down at Seguin. Several reports came 
trom the upper coast where this species is a rare win- 
ter resident. 

Longspurs—Up to 200 Lapland Longspurs could 
be seen throughout January near the western edge 
of Houston where smaller numbers were found last 
year (NCO). Several males were in good spring 
plumage by the end of the month (VLE). 

Contributors —Carl H. Aiken, Richard O. Albert, 
Flossie Asher, Barbara Birdwell, Elizabeth R. Blount, 
C. H. Brownlee, Mrs. L. W. Chappell, Clarence Cot- 
tam, Victor L. Emanuel, Ben Feltner, John Fisk, 
Raymond J. Fleetwood, Ronald L. Fowler, Mrs. A. H. 
Geiselbrecht, Luther C. Goldman, Mrs. Conger N. 
Hagar, Charles E. Hall, Charles W. Hamilton, Mrs. 
Gerald B. Harding, Edna Haver, Joe M. Heiser, Jr., 
Bob Hill, Mrs. J. L. Hooks, C. E. Hudson, Jr., Mrs. 
S. G. Kershner, Edgar B. Kincaid, Jr., Mrs. John W. 
Kush, Claude F. Lard, Guy McCaskie, Mary Anne 
McClendon Kay McCracken, Arlie K. McKay, Ruth 


S. Moorman, Jimmy Murray, Mrs. Norma C. Oates, 
Frank Oatman, Jr., John O'Neill, Roger T. Peterson, 
Marguerite Riedel, John L. Rowlett, Rose Ann Row- 
lett, Ernest Scales, P. W. Smith, Jr., Clinton Snyder, 
Mrs. J. A. Synder, Lyle A. Stemmerman, Leota Stil- 
well, Jerry B. Strickling, Nancy Strickling, E. D. 
Swedenborg, Mrs. Henry J. Thaxton, Ada Marie 
Webster, Mrs. S. T. Wier, Mrs. Josiephine Wilkin, 
Stephen G. Williams —Frep S. WEBSTER, JR., 4926 
Strass Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTER- 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Moderate temperatures 
characterized the winter over much of the Region. 











Even at Red Rock Lakes Refuge in southwestern 
Montana, where the lowest minimum for the season 
was —45°, only a few days of subzero weather oc- 
curred. However, Calgary, Alta. experienced much 
snow and below-zero temperatures in January. Concern 
for summer moisture supplies was raised by “‘ex- 
ceedingly dry” conditions at Baker, Oreg. and a very 
dry March at Calgary. Red Rock Lakes also was short 
on precipitation, which was about one-half of normal. 
Missoula and Moiese, Mont., reported above normal 
precipitation as did Spokane, Wash., except for a 
rather dry March. 

As a whole the bird population appeared to be 
present in about average numbers, with the usual fluc- 
tuations up or down for individual species. W intering 
Robins were distinctly down in numbers but many 
fringillids were noted in increased numbers. The sea- 
son showed a moderate sprinkling of birds wintering 
out of their usual range. 

Credit for reports, unless indicated otherwise, is as 
follows: Alberta, Calgary Bird Club, fide E. D. 
Beacham; Libby, Mont., Charlie Decker, Don Peterson 
and Carl Engebretson; Missoula, Mont., Ralph L. 
Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. 
Henry; Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont., 
Charles G. Hansen; northeastern Oregon, Ann Ward, 
and eastern Washington, Spokane Bird Club, fide 
Stephen O. Stanley, and Warren Hall and Lynn 
LaFave. 

Loons and Grebes.—The only winter record of the 
Common Loon was of a single bird, Dec. 20, on the 
Madison Reservoir, Ennis, Mont. In addition to the 
usual occurrence of Pied-billed Grebhes, the only other 
wintering grebes were a group of 10-15 Horned 
Grebes at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (Hall & 
LaFave). 
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Waterfowl—Two Whistling Swans stayed as late 
as Dec. 12 at Baker, Oreg. and one was noted in 
January in Montana on the annual two-day count by 
the Montana Fish and Game Dept., the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and Yellowstone Park rangers. 
This same count revealed 324 Trumpeter Swans as 
compared to 216 last year. Most of these were at 
Red Rock Lakes Refuge. The Montana count referred 
to above noted nearly one-eighth of a million water- 
fowl wintering in the state. Most were Mallards (over 
87,000), with goldeneyes second (16,500). The re- 
mainder of the ducks were Redheads, mergansers, 
scaup, Gadwalls, Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal 
and Buffleheads. Canada Geese numbered 3150. 
Oregon's January inventory showed numbers of ducks 
down 30 to 50 per cent in the northeastern portion 
of the state, although numbers were up for the state 
as a whole. Unusual winter records included a pair 
of Shovelers at Townsend, Mont. on Jan. 18; a Wood 
Duck there on Feb. 15, and a female Ruddy Duck at 
Spokane during January (Hall & LaFave). At Calgary, 
the Common Goldeneye showed a decided increase 
but Barrow’s failed to winter there for the first time 
in 3 years. Common Mergansers showed a new high 
there on the Christmas Count, with 77 as compared 
to the usual 10 or 12. 

Eagles and Hawks.—Unusual hawk records were of 
a Rough-legged Hawk in the city of Spokane in 
January (Hall) and one near Cusick, Pend Oreille 
Co., Wash. (LaFave). The January survey in Mon- 
tana recorded 141 Bald Eagles, 17 more than last year. 

Pheasants and Partridges——Ring-necked Pheasants 
at Missoula, Mont. and Calgary, Alta. were quite 
plentiful and appeared to have wintered well. Gray 
Partridges were reported as increasing at Missoula, 
with at least 10 coveys, totaling some 100 birds. 

Rails, Killdeer—Two Virginia Rails were identi- 
fied near Townsend, Mont. on Feb. 15 (Skaar). Kill- 
deer were observed wintering at Spokane (Hall) and 
Ennis, Mont. and were noted into January at the Na- 
tional Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. 

Gulls, Doves—A Glaucous-winged Gull was 
observed at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (La- 
Fave). Equally unusual were the records of the 
Western Gull, at O'Sullivan Dam on Jan. 16 (La- 
Fave) and at Banks Lake, Grant County on March 27 
(Hall, LaFave). The Herring Gull was noted in 
numbers up to 100 on the Spokane River at Spokane, 
with the peak on Feb. 12 (LaFave). A few Mourn- 
ing Doves apparently wintered at Spokane (SBC, 
LaFave) and Baker. A migrating flock of 100 was 
noted at Spokane on Feb. 1 (Stanley). 

Owls.—A Snowy Owl was noted at Calgary on 
Dec. 18 and 5 were seen near Langdon on Dec. 14 
(Ian Halliday, J. Clarke & EDB). A Saw-whet Owl 
was observed at Calgary on March 1 (W. E. McKay). 
Movements of Short-eared Owls occurred at Missoula, 
where they were more common than usual between 
Dec. 6 and 28 (1 to 4 birds seen frequently) and 
again between Feb. 16 and March 18. The species ap- 
peared during February at Calgary, with a peak of 
20 at nearby Priddis on the 17th (Alfred Schulze). 

Woodpeckers, Chickadees—A Yellow-shafted 
Flicker that had wandered as far west as Spokane 
was observed there on Jan. 5 (LaFave). Both Black- 
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backed and Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers wen 
seen at Banff, Alta. on Dec. 21. These species were 
not reported elsewhere. Fifty Chestnut-backed Chick. 
adees were noted near Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille 
Co., Wash. in January (Hall & LaFave). The Boreal 
Chickadee was reported only from Calgary and Banff 

Wrens and Mimic Thrushes.—A Long-billed Marsh 
Wren lingered in a cattail marsh at Ennis, Mont. = 
late as Dec. 28. As many as 6 individuals of both 
Winter and Cafion Wrens were observed wintering 
along the Little Spokane River near Spokane (Hall & 
LaFave). A highly interesting record is that of , 
Mockingbird at Calgary, where it was observed for 
5 weeks in December and January. It survived tem. 
peratures as low as —25° and was last seen on Jan. 
26. This is the sixth record for the province of Al. 
berta and the first for December or January. 

Thrushes and Kinglets—Wintering Robins were 
decidedly scarce at every reporting station. Most lo. 
calities reported a few, however. A few Varied 
Thrushes wintered at Spokane and 1 was noted at 
Baker. Unusual was a single Hermit Thrush on Dec. 
12 near Liberty. Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. (LaFave). 
Equally remarkable were the 2 Ruby-crowned King. 
lets which turned up on Spokane’s Christmas count 
One individual appeared with Golden-crowned King. 
lets in the Stanley yard on Jan. 9. 

Waxwings and Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwings put 
in a good but not extraordinary appearance. Flocks up 
to 600 were reported from various localities. The 
last large flocks, of 400 and 200 birds, were seen in 
the Banff area on March 14 (Cedric Hitchon, IH, JC 
& EDB). A few Cedar Waxwings stayed into Decem. 
ber at Baker and Missoula but Spokane had 15-30 in 
January and February. Starlings appeared to winter at 
every reporting locality and still seem on the increase. 

Warblers and Blackbirds —The caption ought to be 
“Warbler,” for a lone Audubon’s was seen at Park 
Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on March 27 (LaFave & 
Hall). The Western Meadowlark wintered at many 
stations. Numbers were up in eastern Washington; at 
that it meant only scattered, small groups. A flock 
of at least 40 wintered at Missoula. A few sang al- 
most daily, even on the coldest morning of the winter. 
when the mercury registered —10°. Wintering Red- 
winged Blackbirds, in most cases including females, 
were noted at Baker, Moiese and Townsend, Mont. 
Several at Spokane may have wintered. Three Brewer's 
Blackbirds apparently wintered at Calgary; they were 
seen on Feb. 8 and 15 (W. E. McKay). Decidedly 
noteworthy was a male Bullock’s Oriole that stayed 
all winter at Baker. It took grapes at a feeding sta- 
tion there. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeaks_ in- 
creased in numbers at most localities during February 
or March. Groups up to 5 birds wintered at Calgary 
for the first time in the last three years. Cassin’s Finch, 
unreported from the Region last winter, occurred at 
several localities. They wintered at Baker and Spo- 
kane. Flocks were moving in from the last of Jan- 
uary on. For example, a phenomenally large flock 
estimated at 500 was noted on Feb. 12 near Spokane 
(SOS). At Moiese the birds appeared between Feb. 
16 and 28, with a peak of 40. Missoula had a peak 
count of 50 on Feb. 5. The Pine Grosbeak was noted 
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in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (Hall & LaFave), at 
Libby, Bozeman, Banff, Calgary (scarce, T. B. Ran- 
dill) and Moiese (a single male). Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finches were observed in most reporting localities, 
in numbers up to 150. A few were seen near Tyler, 
Spokane Co., Wash. where they are rare (LaFave). 
The Common Redpoll occurred commonly in several 
areas, with flocks numbering up to 400. At Bozeman 
the species was noted as uncommon, however, being 
noted only 5 times. Pine Siskins were scarce around 
Spokane but Libby had a few which wintered, a dis- 
tinctly unusual event. Possibly the species wintered 
more in the mountains this winter. The Am. Goldfinch 
was noted wintering almost entirely in eastern Wash- 
ington and Oregon and at Missoula, Mont. Red Cross- 
bill numbers were definitely up in the Spokane area, 
with several hundred seen in large flocks. The birds 
were reported near Baker, Oreg. and at Libby, Mont. 
White-winged Crossbills were reported only from 
the Calgary area; some were noted at least 50 miles 
east of this city. A Rufous-sided Towhee stayed long 
enough for the Spokane Christmas Count. A few 
Slate-colored Juncos wintered at Baker, Spokane and 
Missoula. The Oregon Junco appeared to be common 
to numerous. A few Tree Sparrows appeared during 
the winter at Calgary for the first time in several 
years (CH). One White-crowned (Gambel’s) Spar- 
row was noted near Tekoa, Whitman Co., Wash. on 
Dec. 5 and an individual in immature plumage was 
singing in a residential area in Dishman, Wash. on 
Feb. 22 and 23. This is more than a month in 
advance of spring migration for the species (TR). 
One of the rarer occurrences of the season was a 
White-throated Sparrow which came regularly to 
a feeder in Libby, Mont. during December, January 
and February (DP). Snow Buntings were noted, 
mostly in small numbers, from various localities. 
None were noted at Baker, but at Calgary and Banff 
flocks numbering up to 200 and 300 appeared.— 
THoMas RoGers, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—Our weather was unusual. The 


Pacific high pressure area remained very strong from, 
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January on, and Montana kept her backdoor closed 


o that no Canadian air entered. The result was that 
a series of mild storms got through from Washington 





to the northern part of this Region and there was 
almost no moisture in the rest. There are prospects 
of floods when the snows melt in early summer 
around the Big Horn Mountains of northern Wyo- 
ming, and drought in Colorado and Utah. In south- 
ern Utah there were only two storms during the entire 
winter. The drought extends into eastern Oregon. At 
Malheur there were 2.04 in. of rainfall during this 
period, most of the normal yearly precipitation. This 
type of weather made for an extremely mild winter 
except in Wyoming, where there was plenty of mois- 
ture but no remarkable cold. Consequently, we have 
many extraordinary winter records for the area such 
as a Double-crested Cormorant, Jan. 1, at Geneva 
Pond, central Utah (Ferris). All sorts of blackbirds 
and juncos were found in central and northern Utah 
all through the winter. Colorado had the same 
weather as Utah, and summer birds were seen in 
winter such as a Mourning Dove, Dec. 29, at Paonia 
on the western slope (Hyde). Perhaps the most out- 
standing ornithological phenomenon of the past win- 
ter was the invasion of Bohemian Waxwings, the 
largest on record. 

Egret—A Common Egret was seen at Farmington 
Bay just north of Salt Lake City on the Great Salt 
Lake, March 9, and subsequently (Lockerbie). This 
is a great rarity and is his second record for Utah; 
it may be the same bird that was seen at Bear River- 
last fall. 

Swans.—Trumpeters wintered in greater numbers 
than ever before on Flat Creek beside the highway 
in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, Wyo. 
The high was 49 birds on Dec. 15 (Greenwalt). 
This reflects a better breeding season than last year. 
With the enlargement of Grand Teton Park so that it 
covers a considerable part of Jackson Hole, these 
beautiful birds should steadily increase. 

David Marshall, the biologist at Malheur in eastern 
Oregon, reports the spring peak of migration of the 
Whistling Swan was 11,000 on March 13. This is 
a good flight. In the second week of March at the 
peak of the spring waterfowl migration at Bear River 
there were 3100 swans (Bolwahnn). At Klamath 
on the Pacific Flyway the high for the swan was 
14,000 in December with 9000 remaining until March, 
when they rapidly diminished. 

Geese.—The migration seems to have been about 
as usual but early. Klamath reported the spring peak 
in March of 100,000, mostly Snows and White-fronts 
(Abney). There were 100,000-+ Snows alone on 
March 23 in the Harney Valley. Since Malheur Refuge 
had still others, probably about 44,000 as it had the 
previous week, this gives a high figure for the Snow 
Geese there—better than most years. The weather 
prevented aircraft surveys over some of the area so 
that a count for the whole area at the same time is 
not available (Marshall). 

Fifteen hundred Ross’ Geese were at Harney Lake 
at Malheur on March 23 (Marshall). A Bar-headed 
Goose was seen and pictured at Lower Klamath 
during the week of March 18 (Robert Abney, biologist 
at Tule Lake). Where this bird came from is not 
known. 

Ducks.—The dry meadows and poor food condi- 
tions in Malheur Lake made an early and poor migra- 
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tion for ducks; 96,000 Pintail and 34,000 other 
ducks on March 13 was the peak. The peak migra- 
tion of ducks at Klamath was 34 of a million in 
March, largely Pintail (Abney). The second week 
of March saw the greatest numbers at Bear River 
with 160,000 Pintail and next, as usual, 44,000 
Green-winged Teal; and then Mallards 21,200, fol- 
lowed by 7600 Canvasbacks and others in much 
smaller numbers. Gene Crawford, the manager at 
Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho, reported the 
refuge as principally a Mallard refuge with the high- 
est peak of 766,200, about 75 per cent Mallards, in the 
middle of December. The low point of the winter was 
8500 on Feb. 21 and the count has been building up 
again by the end of this period to 28,500. There are 
only a scattering of swans in this refuge. Another 
Mallard refuge is the growing Monte Vista Refuge 
in southern-central Colorado. Its high for Mallards 
grew to 43,750 in the first week of December with 
much lesser figures since (Bryant). Another Oldsquaw 
was found dead at Malheur headquarters on Dec. 21 
( Marshall). 

Hawks.—There were 100 Bald Eagles at Lower 
Klamath and Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin, March 
10 (Abney). This is the only significant concentra- 
tion reported. 

Gulls.—A Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay, March 
9 (Lockerbie) was a rare record. This is on the 
Great Salt Lake. 

Owls —A Saw-whet, an uncommon bird in this 
area, was found on a hay barn rafter at the National 
Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, Feb. 22, by Greenwalt. 
A Great Gray Owl was seen a mile north of Fort 
Klamath on March 1 (Russell Pengelly) in the 
northern part of the Klamath Basin. Ann Strahan has 
3 pairs of these birds in this area at the present time. 
This is one of two areas in the Region where the 
bird is reported regularly. The other is the Grand 
Teton-Yellowstone area. A Pygmy Owl spent most 
of the winter in the big cemetery in Salt Lake City 
(Kashin), being first found there last fall. This 
remains a little-known owl in the West but we think 
it occurs sparsely in most of the forested region. 
Sixteen Long-eared Owls congregated in an orchard 
at Grand Junction in western Colorado (Carman). 
Apparently, the orchard had an abundance of mice. 
An explosion of mice continued in central Wyoming 
with many too few hawks present, although Short- 
eared Owls are getting to be a common sight. There 
are almost no Coyotes or Bobcats; the government 
predator control men at taxpayers’ expense have been 
very efficient. However, a growing number of ranchers, 
all cattlemen, refuse to let the government trappers 
and airplane hunters trespass on their lands. There 
is a group of such enlightened landowners along the 
Sweetwater River in Wyoming. 

Waxwings—This winter has seen the most mas- 
sive invasion of Bohemian Waxwings we have on 
record. Even Lockerbie of Salt Lake City has never 
seen so many. They penetrated as far south as Du- 
rango in southwestern Colorado where they are not 
seen ordinarily (Reames). Up to 600 were seen 
there at once, and they were present from Dec. 29 to 
Feb. 20. There were 5000 or more at Salt Lake City 
(Ferris), the highest number reported, but every 
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observer in this Region, except in the w 
Basin, had them in big numbers. In some 
as northern Utah the Bohemians seem 
placed the Cedar Waxwings which usu. 


there (Follett). Elsewhere a few Cedars 


ported with the Bohemians. The Boh 
always, made a great impression on the loca 
particularly in areas such as Hotchkiss 
Colorado where they are not ordinarily s 
bers (Crews). 

Starlings.—Utah is reporting a distress; 
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Utah reports it is now the most common winter bird. 
Evening Grosbeaks—The winter pattern is varied 
Salt Lake City had none which was unusual Durango 


in southwestern Colorado had only a few 
while southwestern Idaho at Caldwell 


in December 
had a tre. 


mendous flight of them. Nearby Nampa had 350 on 


Jan. 18 (Shaw), 
as usual—Dr. OLIVER K. Scott, 437 Ea 
Casper, Wyo. 


while in Wyoming they were about 
it 13th St., 


SOUTHWEST. REGION.—The winter was warmer 
than usual, and very dry. A good carry-over of water, 
from 1958 rains, insured ample water supplies in the 
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Region, although many stock tanks were 


drying by 


mid-winter. As an indication of the great dearth of 
precipitation, the winter was reckoned the driest in 
25 years at Tucson, Ariz. Looking forward to future 


months, prospects for good food and water 


are very poor. The clement weather no 


conditions 
doubt was 


a major factor in holding many birds in more north- 


ern and higher localities than usual. 


I would like here to take the opportunity to express 
regret at the departure of two excellent amateur orni- 


thologists from this Region—Mrs. Lena 
El Paso, Tex. and Mrs. 
Alamos, N. Mex., 
and Illinois, respectively. 


outstanding reports from their localities, 


Patricia R. Snider, 
who have moved to West Virginia 
Both ladies have submitted 


McBee, of 
of Los 


and have 


demonstrated a capable knowledge of field ornithology 
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she end of March (Charles R. Darling). The Brown 
Booby first seen at Martinez Lake, Ariz., on the 
Imperial Nat! Wildlife Refuge last Sept. 5 also was 
still present at the end of March, thus perhaps setting 
» record for stay on fresh water by any booby (Gale 
Monson). More than 300 Double-crested Cormorants 
were observed at Martinez Lake, Dec. 20, an unusu- 
ally large number (GM). Six pairs were nesting on 
the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, on 
the Rio Grande in New Mexico, at the end of March 
(Lyan A. Greenwalt). A Green Heron wintered at 
Bitter Lake Refuge (Russell Clapper). 

W’aterfowl—The maximum number of Whistling 
Swans at Martinez Lake was 19, seen on Dec. 12 
(Robert H. Shields). One was noted at Woodruff 
Lake, Navajo Co., Ariz., Jan. 10 (Seymour H. Levy). 
A total of about 880 Canada Geese on the Havasu 
Lake Refuge in mid-December was the biggest aggre- 
gation since 1953; about 600 were concentrated along 
the lower part of the Bill Williams River, just above 
the refuge, early in March (CRD). A White-fronted 
Goose accompanied 50 to 75 Snow Geese at Lake 
McMillan, Eddy Co., N. Mex., Dec. 31 (BKH). 
Only 500 Snow Geese wintered on the Havasu Lake 
Refuge (CRD); the species has declined in numbers 
along the Colorado River for several years. 

The duck picture was spotty—in some areas better 
than usual, in others poorer. Ducks were noticeably 
scarce in the Colorado Valley, and numbers were 
very low on the Bosque Refuge. In more northern 
areas, the picture was better. Considerable numbers 
of Mallards, Pintails, Green-winged Teal, and Can- 
vasbacks were found in the Show Low-Springerville— 
St. Johns sector of eastern Arizona in early January 
(SHL). A good scattering of several species was 
noted in the Las Vegas, N. Mex., district (Elmer 
Schooley). Hundred of ducks flocked to rainwater 
pools in the Fort Hancock, Tex., area (Lena McBee). 
A Wood Duck (possibly pinioned?) was seen at the 
Rincon Stock Ranch (Binghamton Pond) near Tucson, 
Dec. 20 (R. B. Streets, al al.). A pair was observed at 
Lake McMillan, Jan. 4, in 12° F. weather (BKH). 
About 1170 Ring-necked Ducks were present at Bit- 
ter Lake Refuge, March 17, an unusually large number 
(RC). Canvasbacks were very scarce at Martinez Lake 
(GM). A female Oldsquaw was seen at Storrie Lake 
in Las Vegas from Dec. 2 until mid-March (ES, et al.). 
From 2 to 10 Hooded Mergansers were at Bitter Lake 
Refuge in January and February (RC). A female or 
young male was observed on a stock tank on the west 
side of the Tumacacori Mountains, Santa Cruz Co., 
Ariz., Feb. 28, and 2 were at Papago Park, Phoenix, 
Ariz., March 5 (SHL). 

Hawks, Eagles—Turkey Vultures arrived early in 
southeastern Arizona: 1 was seen in the Catalina 
Foothills near Tucson, March 3 (R. Roy Johnson) ; 
on the next day 1 was seen near San Xavier Mission, 
to be followed by about 100, March 13 (Joe T. 
Marshall, Jr.). The first one was observed at Bitter 
Lake Refuge. March 13 (RC), also an early date. 
several Sharp-shinned Hawks were noted on Dec. 14 
at Gills Lake, in the Altar Valley, Pima Co., Ariz., 
where they were preying on Mourning Doves (SHL). 
A Zone-tailed Hawk was seen over the University of 
Arizona campus at Tucson, March 17 (RRJ). A 


Rough-legged Hawk was noted at Dunlap, De Baca 
Co., N. Mex., Jan. 26, and 2 were present near Elida, 
Roosevelt Co., N. Mex., Feb. 6 (BKH). Harris’ 
Hawks appear to be gradually disappearing along the 
lower Colorado River; none was seen on the Imperial 
Refuge after Jan. 12 (GM). Five were found in the 
west foothills of the Tortolita Mountains, Pima Co., 
Ariz., Jan. 20 (Jim Levy). Two were observed near 
Sierra Blanca, Tex., Jan. 25 (Mr. & Mrs. D. T. John- 
son). One was present at the University Farm, Tucson, 
Feb. 21 (JTM). An immature Bald Eagle was iden- 
tified at Picacho Reservoir, Pinal Co., Ariz., Jan. 13 
and March 1 (SHL); 3 were seen in late January 
near Las Vegas (ES). An Osprey was found near 
Roswell, Dec. 22 (Vester Montgomery, ef al.). 
Cranes, Rails —Peak numbers of Sandhill Cranes at 
Bitter Lake Refuge reached 24,000 (RC); 1200 at 
the Bosque Refuge was an unusually large number, 
and 41 were seen as late as March 18 (LAG). Three 
were seen at the Hoge Ranch, Ariz., on the Imperial 
Refuge, Jan. 11 (GM). A flock of 28 wintered in the 
Kansas Settlement, Cochise Co., Ariz., from Novem- 
ber until about Feb. 1 (Floyd A. Thompson). Two 
Virginia Rails were observed near Espanola, Rio 
Arriba Co., N. Mex., Dec. 28 (Patricia R. Snider, 
et al.), and one was found at a frozen pond at 
Concho, Apache Co., Ariz., Jan. 10 (SHL). 
Shorebirds, Gulls —Twelve Snowy Plover had ar- 
rived at Bitter Lake Refuge by March 17 (RC). 
Twenty-three Mountain Plover were seen near Yuma, 
Ariz., March 2 (GM), and 1 was noted at a 
Sante Fe, N. Mex. golf course, March 11 and 12 
(Leon A. Wiard). Two Common Snipe were dis- 
covered at a small pond 8600 ft. above sea level in the 
Jemez Mountains, N. Mex., Dec. 13 (James & Mary- 
lou Travis), while about 26 spent the winter in one 
locality near Las Vegas (ES). A flock of about 100 
Long-billed Curlews was found in a flooded alfalfa 
field 8 miles southeast of Tempe, Ariz., March 25 
(Vic Housholder). Five Dunlins were at Picacho 
Reservoir, along with about 100 Least Sandpipers and 
2 Western Sandpipers, Dec. 22; 7 Dunlins were at 
the same place, March 1 (SHL). Wintering Dunlins 
also were found at Lake McMillan, where 6 were seen 
with about 100 Least Sandpipers, Jan. 2 (BKH). 
Two Black-necked Stilts at Bitter Lake Refuge, March 
20 (RC) were extremely early. A most unusual record 
was that of a Red Phalarope, taken at a small tank 
south of the Sierrita Mountains, Pima Co., Ariz., 
Jan. 3 (SHL). Two Wilson’s Phalaropes at West 
Pond, Calif. on the Imperial Refuge, March 27, were 
extremely early (GM). Eleven hundred Ring-billed 
Gulls wintering at the Bitter Lake Refuge constituted 
an unusually large flock for that locality (RC). Four 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were with a flock of about 800 
Ring-billed Gulls at Lake McMillan, Jan. 3 (BKH). 
Doves.—W intering reports of White-winged Doves 
continued to increase. The most interesting ones this 
year were of 2 high in Fuesno Canyon, on the west 
slope of the Sierritas, where they were seen Dec. 6 
and Jan. 28 (SHL), and 1 in Box Canyon southeast 
of Fort Hancock (LM, ef al.). They are also appear- 
ing earlier in the spring, as evidenced by one seen 
and several heard calling in Guadalupe Canyon of 
extreme southeastern Arizona, March 26 and 27 
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(Jonn P. Hubbard), and one at San Xavier Mission, 
March 30 (JTM). A flock of 7 Mourning Doves near 
Las Vegas in late January was unusual (ES). 

Owls.—A Burrowing Owl was seen at Springer- 
ville, Jan. 8 (SHL), and one was observed at Park 
Avenue and Ajo Road, Tucson, Jan. 25 (JTM). 
More Long-eared Owl records from southwestern 
Arizona, where this was a flight year, included 2 
found about 3 miles north of Papago Well, Pima 
Co. on the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Dec. 12, 
and 1 at Owl Woods, Ariz. on the Imperial Refuge, 
Jan. 12 and Feb. 26 (GM). One was found freshly 
dead at El Paso, March 23 (Johnsons). Short-eared 
Owls also came into southwestern Arizona: as many 
as 9 were flying over Bermuda grass fields east of 
Yuma, Jan. 1 (E. McGregor), and at least 1 was 
still present, Jan. 9 (GM). Single road kills were 
picked up near Dwyer, and 4 miles south of Hachita, 
Feb. 1 (Dale A. Zimmerman); both localities are in 
Grant Co., N. Mex. The species also was detected in 
several localities near El Paso during the winter (LM). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A male Rufous 
Hummingbird flew into the window of a house in the 
Tucson Mountains, Ariz., Feb. 21 (SHL), and another 
was seen in Fishtail Canyon, Kofa Game Range. 
Yuma Co., Ariz., March 4 (GM). Two Yellow- 
shafted Flickers were found at El Paso from Dec. 
6 until Feb. 12 (LM, et al.). Two were seen at Ros- 
well, Dec. 22 (BKH, VM), and later 4 were iden- 
tified there, Dec. 31, plus 2 on Jan. 2 (VM). A 
Downy Woodpecker was taken at Granite Reef 
Dam, Ariz., on the Salt River east of Phoenix, Dec. 
29 (J. M. Simpson, James R. Werner), and one was 
found about 5 miles north of Pinos Altos, Grant Co., 
N. Mex., March 30 (JPH). 

Flycatchers.—Wintering Ash-throated Flycatcher 
individuals were seen south of the Sierritas, Jan. 3 
(SHL), and near San Xavier Mission, Jan. 4 (JTM). 
Records of wintering Eastern Phoebes are becoming 
well-nigh commonplace: 1 was seen at Carlsbad 
Caverns, N. Mex., Dec. 21 (BKH, P. Spangle); 1 
was collected the same day near Phoenix (Maricopa 
Audubon Society); 2 were noted at Lake McMillan 
in 12° F. weather, Jan. 4 (BKH); 1 was found near 
Mesilla, Dona Ana Co., N. Mex., Jan. 16 (Ruth 
O'Neal) ; and 1 was observed east of Tucson, Jan. 17 
and later (Florence Thornburg, ef al.). A wood pewee 
(sp.) near San Xavier Mission on the early date 
of March 27 (W. G. George) may have been a 
wandering wintering bird. A male Vermilion Fly- 
catcher was identified at Alamogordo, N. Mex., Dec. 
28 (Rita Ward), as was one at Bitter Lake Refuge, 
March 14 (Robert Garrett). 

Swallows.—The Tree Swallow is generally found 
in this Region in winter only along the Colorado 
River. Hence, a flock of about 30 that were present 
at Picacho Reservoir from at least Dec. 22 until about 
March 1 (SHL), and 20 seen in the Espanola area, 
Dec. 28 (Travises) indicated an unusual propensity 
to winter in other areas. A Cliff Swallow at Martinez 
Lake, Feb. 21, was a month early (GM. Arnold 
Small). A Purple Martin at Prescott, Ariz., March 
28 (Heidi McLernon) was also quite early. 

Corvids, Titmice, Nuthatches.—Steller’s Jay num- 
bers were considerably reduced in the Las Vegas area 
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(ES). A flock of 13 Common Ravens was noted i 
Wellton, Yuma Co., Ariz., Jan. 3 (GM). Pion Jays 
went unobserved at Prescott (HM). A Clark's Nut. 
cracker was seen near Cloudcroft, Otero Co.. N. Mex 
Jan. 31 (RW). A Mountain Chickadee was discovere) 
at Bitter Lake Refuge, Dec. 22, about 60 miles from 
the nearest mountains (BKH, VM). At least one 
White-breasted Nuthatch was present near San Xavier 
Mission during the period of Jan. 14 to March 27 
(WGG, JTM). 

Wrens, Thrashers—A Winter Wren was seen in 
lower Sabino Canyon, Santa Catalina Mountains. 
Ariz., Dec. 17 (FT, e¢ al.), and another was seen in 
the same mountains, near Mt. Lemmon, Dec. 20 (R. 
Jenks). Bewick’s Wren continued its inexplicable 
absence from the Colorado Valley and southwestern 
Arizona, except for one seen at Picacho, Calif. on 
the Imperial Refuge, Jan. 11, and another the next 
day on the Arizona side a few miles upstream (GM). 
Two Mockingbirds were found in the Espanola area, 
Dec. 20 (PRS, e¢ al.), and several wintered at Silver 
City, N. Mex. (DAZ). A Brown Thrasher wintered 
at Los Alamos (Travises). 

Thrushes.—The principal feature of the period was 
the almost complete absence of Robins, bluebirds, 
and Townsend's Solitaires from the lowlands. Rob. 
ins were not seen at all in southwestern Arizona until 
Feb. 4, when a flock was found at Wellton; at the 
same time, a few appeared in Yuma to remain until 
April 4 (GM). Only 4 were seen at Globe, Ariz. 


all winter (Betty Jackson). A few were present at 
Prescott after Jan. 28 (HM), they were rare at Tuc- 
son (FT, et al.), hardly a dozen were seen at El Paso 
(LM), very few were noted at the Bosque Refuge 


(LAG), and they were not numerous, although seen 
regularly, at Silver City (DAZ). On the other hand, 
they were abundant in the juniper-pifion areas of the 
Mogollon Plateau (SHL), and were especially numer- 
ous at Santa Fe (LAW) and Los Alamos (L. G. 
Hawkins). Western Bluebirds were seen in small 
numbers at Globe (L. L. Hargrave) and Silver City 
(DAZ), almost unobserved at other lowland localities, 
but numerous in higher areas. Mountain Bluebirds 
were unreported from lowland localities, except for 
3 seen near Wellton, Jan. 3 (GM), and 1 at Silver 
City, March 15 (DAZ). They were, however, abun- 
dant in pifon-juniper areas throughout the Region. 

Pipits, Waxwings—A Sprague’s Pipit was col- 
lected from a small weedy area in the valley west of 
Sierra Pinta, Yuma Co., Ariz. on the Cabeza Prieta 
Game Range, Dec. 30 (GM). Twenty-six Bohemian 
Waxwings were found in the Espanola area, Dec. 28 
(Marge Cromer), several were seen with Cedar Wax- 
wings at Los Alamos, Jan. 11 and March 22 (MC). 
and 30 were observed at Los Alamos, Feb. 22 (Carl 
& Marilyn Bjorklund). Cedar Waxwings, like the 
Robins and bluebirds, were mostly lacking in low- 
land areas. About 50 seen in Yuma, Feb. 24 (GM), 
were the largest number reported; only 1 was seen at 
Silver City (DAZ). In highland localities they were 
in normal numbers, or better. 

Starlings.—These birds continued to increase in 
northern New Mexico, where 2900 were seen on the 
Espanola Christmas Count, Dec. 28 (PRS. ¢ al.), 
and flocks of up to 500 were found at Santa Fe late 
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in the winter (LAW). Their continued increase was 
also noted at Phoenix (Steve Gallizioli). At Yuma, 
however, there was some decrease from a year ago 
ya Warblers. —A small flock of Myrtle Warblers 
spent the period at Los Alamos (Travises). Two 
Am. Redstarts, 1 of them collected, were seen at 
Martinez Lake, Dec. 20 (J. T. Bialac, GM). 

" Meadowlarks, Orioles, Black birds.—W intering 
Fastern Meadowlarks, including 2 collected, continued 
to be detected in the irrigated farmlands about Phoenix 
(JMS, JRW). Male Hooded Orioles at Globe (H. 
A. Marsh) and in Guadalupe Canyon, Ariz—N. Mex. 
(JPH) on March 27 were early, as was a male Scott's 
Oriole at Globe, March 19 (LLH). To the Rusty 
Blackbird report of last period may be added two 
more: 2 females (1 taken) at Picacho Reservoir, Feb. 
| (RRJ), and 1 female near Draper Rock, Calif., on 
the Imperial Refuge, Feb. 26 (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Lazuli Buntings, it appears, 
are becoming established as regularly wintering birds 
in the Phoenix and Tucson areas; at least 30 were 
seen at River Ranch south of Phoenix, Jan. 12 
(MAS). A few Lawrence's Goldfinches were to be 
found at Globe from Dec. 6 to Feb. 8 (HAM). A 
Green-tailed Towhee was seen at Espanola, Dec. 28 
(W. Burton Lewis). About 25 Rufous-sided Towhees, 
an unusually large number, were found at Granite 
Reef Dam, Dec. 29 (JMS, JRW). 

Juncos were scarce at Roswell (VM). Two Black- 
chinned Sparrows were seen near Ocotillo in the Kofa 
Mountains on the Kofa Game Range, Ariz., Dec. 5 
(GM). Immature Golden-crowned Sparrows ap- 
peared in 2 places: at McKelligan Canyon, El Paso, 
where one was observed from Jan. 13 to Feb. 7 (LM, 
et al.), and near San Xavier Mission, where one was 
taken, March 11 (JTM).A White-throated Sparrow was 
seen at Lake Goldwater, near Prescott, Dec. 30 (HM). 

Corrigendum.—The reference to Clay-colored Spar- 
row in the last issue of Audubon Field Notes (13:55) 
should be omitted —GALE Monson, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, P. O. Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


COHOE, ALASKA.—A synopsis of the past winter 
indicates that the trend toward moderate tempera- 
ture continues, despite some upsets of the pattern. 
December was mild in general, a short period of 
below-zero weather following Christmas. January, 
with brief exceptions, and February, normally the 
coldest months, were very mild, a decided contrast to 
March which came in after the fashion of the prover- 
bial lion with blustery winds and the heaviest snow- 
fall of the winter. Clearing skies brought sub-zero 
temperatures lasting from March 9 to 23; sunshine 
and rising daytime temperatures alleviated the cold 
somewhat but nighttime readings dropped to —10° 
and -20° with a maximum low of —22° F. reached 
on March 15. The entire month registered an average 
of 11 degrees below the normal; still, surprisingly 
good observations were made. More activity com- 
menced with spring thawing on March 25 and in 
some species, the beginning of courtship was observed. 

Clement weather permitted better than average 
coverage in an area of some 45 acres (20 of tall 
‘vergreen woods, 25 of open field), yielding more 


specific information on the occurrence of wintering 
birds than in preceding years. A total of 111 days of 
observation was made in contrast to 76 days in 1957- 
1958. Additional information was gathered concerning 
the inter-Alaskan wintering of some species by trips 
made to Homer and by observations made in the last 
week of the season in Juneau. These recorded occur- 
rences, isolated as they are, have some value. Water- 
fowl sightings at Homer on March 27 help point out 
the geographical diversity of the Kenai peninsula and 
its relation to bird migration. Here is an area teeming 
with waterfowl while a few miles distant the land 
still lies locked in the grip of winter. The waterfowl] 
at Juneau may be early spring migrants, but with 
the Homer sightings in mind it is possible that these, 
too, or a percentage of them, have wintered within 
the state. 

Grebes, Geese, Ducks —For the sake of brevity 
and clarity these will be listed thus: place of occur- 
rence, date of occurrence, species. Homer, Dec. 4: 
1 Red-necked Grebe, 1 Bufflehead, 1 Oldsquaw, 4 
Common Scoter; Homer, March 27: 50+ Mallard, 
300+ scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Old- 
squaw, Surf Scoter, White-winged Scoter, Common 
Eider (MAS). Juneau, March 30 to April 4: 500+ 
(Lesser) Canada Geese; Mallard and other ducks 
(ES). 

Hawks and Eagles —Both immature and adult 
Goshawks remained through the winter. This was 
attributed to the mild temperatures, the plentitude of 
grouse and ptarmigan and the upswing of the cycle 
of the Varying Hare. An unidentified melanistic 
buteo was seen on Feb. 19 (ES). Bald Eagles were 
found feeding upon the moose carrion which resulted 
from record numbers of moose kills in November 
(ES, MAS). The only report of Gyrfalcons came 
from Samuel Gasperac of Homer who recorded them 
over the Spit. 

Gulls, Owls, Woodpeckers.—Infrequent gull sight- 
ings were made: 1 Glaucous Gull, Dec. 2; 2 Herring 
Gulls, Dec. 19 (ES, MAS); unspecified gulls on Jan. 
29 and April 2 (MH). At Homer, Glaucous Gulls 
and kittiwakes seen on Dec. 4; Herring Gulls (includ- 
ing thayeri) and Ring-billed Gulls, March 27 (MAS). 
Owls were well represented here with the Great 
Horned Owl hooting in late March; Snowy Owls, 
three sightings in December; sporadic observations of 
the Hawk-Owl (ES, MAS); two sightings of the 
Boreal Owl (AH, ES, MAS). Scarcity of Northern 
Three-toed Woodpeckers prevailed early in the sea- 
son; they were seen with more regularity in mid- 
winter and commenced drumming on the early date 
of Feb. 5, continuing through the cold of March. 

Corvidae, Chickadees, Creepers.—Locally, Gray 
Jays are not retreating before the advance of civiliza- 
tion but are maintaining good numbers again this win- 
ter. Black-billed Magpies were expected winter resi- 
dents but appeared to be less plentiful. The Christmas 
Count showed an exceptionally large number of the 
Common Raven; this was the rule for the entire win- 
ter, an effect of the number of moose kills providing 
food for the carrion-eaters. Boreal Chickadees ap- 
peared almost daily at the observer's feeding station ; 
2 Black-capped Chickadees were less frequently seen. 
The Brown Creeper is rarely found here in mid- 


315 





winter and the sighting of 2 birds on Jan. 27 is 
unusual. Daily observations were made after March 29. 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes—No Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were found on the Count day despite ex- 
tensive search through suitable habitat. Thus, the 
sighting of 2 birds on Jan. 11 with the temperature 
standing at -—5° was surprising. They were seen 
again on the following day and on Jan. 16 in the 
area of the continuous coverage (MAS). A Bohemian 
Waxwing sighting on Dec. 2 could be a late record 
(ES, MAS). The Northern Shrike was noted at 
intervals during the winter months (ES, MAS). 

Finches, Buntines.—Further increase in the num- 
ber of wintering finches was apparent. Pine Grosbeaks 
fed at Kasilof during the winter (RP, GP) with 
occasional birds noted in Cohoe (ES, MAS). Small 
flocks of White-winged Crossbills remained, with 
Hoary Redpolls in good supply; the Common Red- 
poll, as usual, was much rarer. Further proof of the 
changing face of the land has been evinced by the 
number of Snow and McKay's Buntings reported 
from the local fields (ES, MAS, MH); previously, 
isolated sightings on river flats and the beach had 
been the rule. Three Snow Buntings and one McKay's 
Bunting took over the feeding station between the 
dates of March 23 and 28, eating bread crumbs and 
dty graham flour with evident relish (MAS). Two 
Lapland Longspurs accompanied a flock of buntings 
on March 28 at Kasilof. Again we come to the barrier 
of lack of previous knowledge. Is this to be construed 
as a record early occurrence or had they wintered 
locally ? George Pollard, who contributed this observa- 
tion, did not consider them abnormally early. 

Contributors —Samuel Gasperac, Alfred Herman- 
sen, Martin Hermansen, George Pollard, Ruth Pol- 
lard, Eugene Smith. Observations and remarks made 
by compiler—Mary A. SMITH, Cohoe, Alaska. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—It seemed 
like a very short winter in California, for only Jan- 
uary and February had precipitation and coolness to 
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approach normal amounts. The extreme northern 
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part of the state may have totaled en 
tion to maintain usual humidity, but the res¢ of the 
Region fell below normal again after February 
rainy period ended. ‘The statewide pattern of above 
normal temperatures, established in August 1959 
continued through January, with one of the warmest 
Decembers of record in California.” Such was the 
gist of California Climatological Data from the U. § 
Weather Bureau. After a cool, windy and rainy two. 
week period in mid-February, warm, dry, and almost 
cloudless weather set in again and continued to the 
end of the period. Lack of normal rain at the lower 
elevations meant a corresponding lack of snowfall jp 
the Sierra. 

This pattern of generally pleasant weather at both 
ends of the period may help to explain some unusual 
occurrences of summer birds on Christmas Counts. 
and the wintering Osprey, Lesser Yellowlegs, swal. 
lows, warblers, and Black-headed Grosbeak, as pointed 
out later in this report. Early nesting of Allen's 
Hummingbirds, Hutton’s Vireo, and perhaps some 
others, probably was encouraged by the fair weather 
Many observers commented that there seemed to be 
more birds of most species, especially land birds, 
around all winter. Dr. A. L. Curl estimates “about 
22 to 25 species per day and more individuals than 
last year’’ in Contra Costa County. In the Lake Tahoe 
area, elevation 6229 ft. (GMcC) “felt that there 
were many more birds present in the area this win- 
ter, probably due to the small amount of snow lying 
on the ground.”” The shoreward swing of many Ful- 
mars and petrels that began in late October continued 
through December and petered out in January. Herons, 
White-tailed Kites, Short-eared Owls, Varied Thrushes. 
and especially Golden-crowned Kinglets rated wide. 
spread comments about abundance. Robins continued 
in noticeably short supply. 

Loons, Pelagic Birds—About 12  Red-throated 
Loons, 4 in breeding plumage, were seen near the 
Cliff House, San Francisco, on March 9 and 10 (FP) 
Three Black-footed Albatrosses were 8 miles west of 
Point Pinos, Pacific Grove, on Jan. 25 and were seen 
by the Stanford Ornithological Club on an offshore 
boat trip (LW). Less aloof than usual of human 
habitation, 2 of this species were even seen from the 
shore off Point Lobos, Carmel, on March 25 (LW). 
and another from Cypress Point, Pacific Grove, on 
March 29 (LW, John Toochin). Three Christmas 
Counts tallied a total of 237 Fulmars; 2 more were 
seen from the shore at Point Pinos on Jan. 20, and 
another from the offshore boat, Jan. 25, with the Stan- 
ford O. C. aboard. None were seen from the shore in 
February or March (LW). Petrels, too, were seen 
near the coast in January. Fork-tailed Petrels wert 
noted off the Pacific Grove and Monterey shore; | 
on Jan. 2 (LW, GMcC), and 1 on Jan. 3 (SH, RR 
fide LW’). An Ashy Petrel was seen from the samt 
shore vicinity on Jan. 2 (LW, GMcC), another ° 
on the next day, and about 10 were observed from 
the Stanford O. C. boat on Jan. 25 off Monterey (SH 
RR, fide LW). The same observers report a Black 
Petrel seen Jan. 3 from the shore. 

Pelicans, Cormorants—The last reported observa: 
tion of White Pelicans was of a flock of 17 fiying 
north on March 21, seen from southwest of Prince 


£N precipita. 





-Cipita- 
of the 
bruary 
above 
1958. 
‘armest 
‘as the 
v's 
ly two- 
almost 
to the 
4 kc Wer 
fall in 


at both 
inusual 
Counts, 
. Swal- 
pointed 
Allen's 
S some 
veather 
1 to be 
| birds, 
“about 
ils than 
> Tahoe 
it there 
is win- 
w lying 
ny Ful- 
tinued 
Herons. 
hrushes, 
d wide. 


ntinued 


throated 
rear the 
0 (FP) 
west of 
ere seen 
offshore 

human 
‘rom the 
(LW). 
rove, on 
hristmas 
ore were 
20, and 
the Stan- 
shore in 
ere seen 
els were 
hore; 1 
SH, RR 
the same 
nother 2 
ed from 
rey (SH 
a Black 


observa- 
17 flying 
f Prince- 


ton, Colusa Co. (VKC). Brown Pelicans were re- 
ported as wintering in Tomales and Richardson Bays 
(ALC), but the last 2 were noted at Bodega Bay, 
on Dec. 17, after reaching a peak of 17 on Dec. 3 
(JK). Three Double-crested Cormorants were noted 
x: the inland vicinity of Pardee Dam, Calaveras Co., 
on Feb. 14 (EAA). 

Herons.—Great Blue Herons wintered sparsely at 
several points: 1 occasionally at Vasona Reservoir, 
Los Gatos, in December and January (CL); a small 
aumber at Inverness through the season (GM); and 
an unstated number at Millerton Lake State Park that 
had departed by mid-March (FHW). Green Herons 
were spotted in various places and times: 1 at Vasona 
Reservoir on Dec. 3 (EDS); 1 at Thornton, San Joa- 
quin Co., on Jan. 18 (Sacramento Audubon Soc.) ; 
| at the Conway Ranch in eastern Yolo County on 
jan. 24 (EAA); 1 at the Arboretum in Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco on Feb. 8 (BDC); and 1 
at the “White House Pool,” Inverness Park, Marin 
Co. on March 29 (GM). Snowy and Common 
Egrets were both reported wintering; at Inverness 
(GM); at Vasona Reservoir during December and 
January (20 Common and up to 3 Snowy, CL); and 
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley: at least 100 
Common Egrets and 2 Snowies at Yolo By-Pass on 
Feb. 28, and 5 Snowies at Thornton on Feb. 23 
(ERP). Twenty-nine Snowy Egrets were at Novato, 
Marin Co. on March 30 (JK). An Am. Bittern 
dropped a dead Virginia Rail, when it flushed, on 
Dec. 3 along the Tomales Point Road, Marin Co. 
(GM). 

Swans—The California Department of Fish and 
Game and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service found 
that the numbers of waterfowl in the Pacific Flyway 
had increased in general, although the count in Cali- 
fornia was down (ERP). In line with this were the 
low numbers of Whistling Swans reported: 6 to 8 
on Crystal Springs Reservoir, San Mateo Co. from 
Dec. 27 to Jan. 14 (Roberta Wright, fide EDS); and 
17 at Michigan Bar, Sacramento Co. on Feb. 13 and 
14 (EAA); there were 35 to 40 near Thornton, 
but by March there were none (EAA, FE). Four 
adults and 1 first-year swan, noted at Vasona Reservoir 
on Nov. 30 (EDS, CL) might be the same ones as 
were seen on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 south of San Jose on 
the Coyote Creek Ponds (EDS); while 60 were seen, 
Feb. 23, in the Cosumnes River overflow area, near 
Galt, in southern Sacramento County (EAA). The 
only encouraging numbers reported anywhere were 
5000 to 10,000 present from Jan. 8 through Feb. 13 
near Terminous, San Joaquin Co. (GM). 

Geese —Canada Geese were most interestingly fol- 
lowed on their flight north: Francis H. Wiget reports 
that the wintering flocks at Millerton Lake State 
Park had departed by March 1; a flock flying north 
over Murphys, Calaveras Co. on March 8 was fol- 
lowed by 2 large flocks over the same town on March 
\1 (JCS); and 3 flocks, 40 to 50 each, present 11 
miles north of Chico on March 26, were gone by 
March 31 (VKC). “An exceedingly large concentra- 
tion” was reported in the Sacramento—San Joaquin 
delta area on Feb, 22 (ERP), while more than 2000 
were noted between Terminous and Stockton sometime 
curing the period (GM). Snow Geese also were not- 


ably numerous on Feb. 22 in the delta area (ERP); 
while 20 were recorded on Feb. 28 from the Los 
Banos Wildlife Refuge on a Monterey Peninsula 
Audubon Society field trip; and about 200 were seen 
on the last day of their presence, March 21, 7 miles 
west of Princeton (VKC). 

Ducks.—Gadwall, in mid-February and mid-March, 
were present in numbers from 8 to 50 near Michigan 
Bar, and on Camp Seco Pond, Calaveras Co. (EAA). 
Blue-winged Teal were at Moss Landing: 3 on March 
21, a pair on March 23 (GMcC), and a lone male on 
March 26, 29 in the same vicinity (VLY, fide LW). 
Cinnamon Teal were reported from Marin County 
to Moss Landing along the coast, although the litera- 
ture lists this as a summer visitant. Listed in San 
Jose and Sacramento Christmas Counts, this species 
also was found as follows: 50 at Moss Landing on 
Jan. 25 (GMcC); several on a pond near Tomales 
Point Road on Feb. 1 (GM); a male on Stow Lake, 
Golden Gate Park, on Feb. 5 (BDC), and elsewhere 
in San Francisco all season (FP); 2 on a coastal pond 
near Davenport, Santa Cruz Co., Feb. 12 (EAP); 
with a buildup in numbers at Moss Landing to 200 
by Feb. 28 (GMcC). Wood Ducks were reported 
from such widespread localities and in greater num- 
bers than previous records show and this may indi- 
cate recovery from a low population level. Besides 
the listings in the Oakland, Contra Costa, West 
Santa Cruz, Angwin, Chico, Sacramento Christmas” 
Counts, this colorful, but wary, duck was recorded: 
5 in Berry Creek on Dec. 22 (RWP), and 3 on Opal 
Creek on Jan. 30 in Big Basin Redwoods State Park 
(EAP) ; 2 on Mud Lake, Portola Valley, in the foot- 
hills near Stanford University, on Jan. 4 (SH, fide 
RW ); about 400, same number as last year, on Conn 
Reservoir, Napa Co., on Jan. 25 (EAA, George 
Palmer); 15, with some courtship display, on Feb. 
15, building up to 34 on March 15 at Chesbro Res- 
ervoir, southern Santa Clara Co. (EDS, Emmanual 
Taylor); several on a farm pond near Felton, Santa 
Cruz Co., on Feb. 22 (EAP); and upwards of 250 
east of Walnut Grove, Sacramento Co., before March 
18 (BO, fide ERP). Shovelers were reported more 
numerous than usual, but Redheads, Canvasbacks, 
Ring-necks, and Lesser Scaup appeared to be in near 
normal numbers from favorite locations throughout 
central California. Common Goldeneyes were reported 
below normal in numbers in San Francisco (FP), 
but were noted elsewhere sparsely: 6 on Conn Res- 
ervoir on Jan. 25 (EAA, GP); 2 on Feb. 5 on 
Davis Ponds, Yolo Co. (AW); a pair flying near 
Davenport on Feb. 12, and 2 females at the Big 
Basin RSP Reservoir from Feb. 26 through March 30 
(EAP). A Barrow’s Goldeneye was noted at the 
Palo Alto Yacht Harbor on Feb. 21 (EAA), and on 
Feb. 28 (GMcC). An immature King Eider was a 
star attraction at the Pacific Coast Nat'l Audubon 
Society Convention, March 21, 22, near Cypress Point 
—a repeat appearance from last year. Common Scoters 
were more commonly seen all winter near San Fran- 
cisco and Monterey, than in some winters. Eighteen 
Hooded Mergansers were near Pardee Dam on Feb. 14 
(EAA), while 3 wintered at Lake Tahoe (GMcC), 
along with a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures ranged 
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more widely than usual in winter, showing up at 
Sebastopol on Dec. 2 (JK); overhead at Big Basin 
RSP on Dec. 30 (EAP); 2 arrived at Arcata, Hum- 
boldt Co., on March 7 (RTH). White-tailed Kites 
attracted a lot of attention from a wide area: Observers 
south and west of Sacramento reported 14 in their 
vicinity all season; 1 at Santa Rosa, on Dec. 21; 4 at 
Petaluma the next day (JK); and 1 hovering over 
Cotati on Jan. 3 (CH); 1 was watched by members 
of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society as it har- 
ried 2 Golden Eagles near Chesbro Reservoir, Feb. 8; 
and 1 was spotted as far north as Willits, Mendo- 
cino Co., on March 1 (RTH). Of 3 kites near Mil- 
pitas, Santa Clara Co. on March 27, one was flushed 
from a nest (Al Wool, fide EDS), and 1 was observed 
on Dec. 3, 11, and Jan. 12 near New Brighton Beach, 
Santa Cruz vicinity (JH, CCH). Red-shouldered 
Hawks are scarce enough to be noteworthy: 1, on 
Jan. 5, was seen in Portola Valley, near Stanford 
University (RW); 1 between Point Reyes Station 
and Olema on Feb. 21 (GM): and 1 on March 12 
near Michigan Bar (Howard Leach and John Bid- 
well). A Rough-legged Hawk was identified over 
Alum Rock Park, near San Jose, on Feb. 14 (BC, 
RA, fide CH). Two Bald Eagles that wintered at 
Millerton Lake State Park departed by mid-March 
(FHW), while another was observed during a her- 
ring-run in Tomales Bay for several days following 
Feb. 7 (fide GM). Because winter records of Osprey, 
especially in December and January, are few, the fol- 
lowing sightings are interesting: 1 was spotted on 


Dec. 28 and again on Jan 17 at San Pablo Reservoir, 
Contra Costa Co. (ALC); 1 was at Palo Alto Yacht 
Harbor on Jan. 10 (Sid Harrison) ; and another was 


over Nimbus Lake on Feb. 23 (ERP). No Prairie 
Falcon was reported after the Christmas Counts, but 
a Peregrine Falcon was seen over Aptos, March 15 
(JH & CCH), and another was at Los Banos on 
March 28 (CH & EH, Jr.). 

Cranes, Shorebirds—The only sizable flock of 
Sandhill Cranes was one of about 1000 birds that 
flushed and milled overhead 6 miles south of King 
City, Monterey Co., on Feb. 12 (WMP). One ob- 
server (JWK) generalizes “Numbers of shorebirds 
are normal, with nothing unusual. Sandpipers, med- 
ium-sized waders, Am. Avocets, Marbled Godwits, 
and Willets all are in good numbers, but Whimbrels 
are down.” Mountain Plover on Feb. 16 were along 
El Centro Road, Sacramento, and have been there 
other times (FE). An Am. Golden Plover was seen 
on Feb. 15 about 5 miles south of Sacramento (FE). 
The Ruddy Turnstone at Bodega Bay on Dec. 8 may 
have been a tardy migrant (JK). For a shorebird 
considered strictly a fall and spring migrant, this 
winter's records seem remarkable: 3 at Moss Landing 
on Jan. 25, 1 on Feb. 25, and 2 on March 23, same 
vicinity (GMcC); some at the Palo Alto Yacht Club 
on Feb. 14 (BC, fide CH); an unstated number be- 
tween Galt and Walnut Grove on Feb. 15 (FE); 
and 1 on March 10 at Arcata, Humboldt Bay (RTH). 
Several Least Sandpipers in a ‘tremendous concen- 
tration” of Dunlins on Feb. 25 at Woodland Sewer 
Farms, Yolo Co., were both unusual so far inland 
(ERP). A Northern Phalarope was out of season 
when it appeared on Feb. 23 in the Sacramento Wild- 
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life Refuge near Willows (GMcC). A Paras;: 
amazed Don McLean when he watched it dive into 
flocks of city pigeons over downtown Sacra; ento on 
Feb. 19 and 20. A Glaucous Gull, immature. seen 
at Moss Landing on March 23 (HLC, HA), and an 
affirmed adult at Lake Merced, San Francisco, on 
March 24 (EH, Jr., fide CH) were quite unusual. 
Mew Gulls were unusually common in Golden Gate 
Park all through the season, in company with the 
predominant California and Herring, Glaucous-\ inged, 
and Ring-billed Gulls (BDC), and continue to be 
reported in the Sacramento Valley in increasing num. 
bers. Good numbers of Black-legged Kittiw akes were 
seen close to shore: 24 within an hour on Feb. 24 at 
Point Pinos (LW) and at least 200 in a half-hour 
on Feb. 28 from Cypress Point (GMcC). 

Alcids—None were reported except on Christmas 
Counts. 

Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons were 
considered more scarce than usual by most observers, 
although a flock of 300 to 500 fed on plowed-up 
oxalis bulbs in Santa Cruz (LMM). Mourning Doves 
returned to Murphys, elevation 2200 ft., earlier in 
March, the 11th, than usual (JCS). A Barn Owl 
wintered at Soquel (FEH). Many observers had fun 
finding the owls that are sometimes more common 
than realized: Screech, Great Horned, Pygmy, Bur- 
rowing and Long-eared. All were reported in more or 
less normal localities. Short-eared Owls, although 
probably widely distributed and common enough, came 
in for enough attention to cite some dates and places: 
3 were observed at Moss Landing on several December 
visits (FEH); 25 on Jan. 1 and only 1 on Feb. 28 
were observed at Inverness (GM); 6 were seen 
hunting over the marshes near the Palo Alto garbage 
dump on Jan. 4 (Harriet Masson); 3 south of Al- 
varado, near Hayward, on Feb. 22 (WMP); and 4 
near Samoa, Humboldt Bay, on March 28 (RTH). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Sixty White-fronted 
Swifts, arriving at Monticello Dam, Yolo Co., on 
March 15 was a creditable number (EAA). Allen's 
Hummingbirds appeared to take advantage of the early 
springlike weather and began the business of sum- 
mer at very early dates. A male was watched in 
“dance” display on Jan. 29, in Golden Gate Park. No 
female could be spotted, although a nearby male may 
have provoked an aggressive type behavior (BDC). 
Other arrival dates were about normal, but nesting. 
which ordinarily takes place in mid-March, looked 
quite early. Nest-building at Soquel on Feb. 28, with 
incubation under way in 3 nests by March 10 (FEH) 
and one nest being incubated from March 2 to 18 at 
the Arboretum in San Francisco with a fledgling out 
of the nest on March 29 (FP), were as early as any 
previous records. 

W’ ood peckers.—Y ellow-shafted Flicker reports keep 
coming in. Although very difficult to rule out a sighted 
bird as a hybrid, one flicker is affirmed to be Col- 
aptes auratus: it was present in an El Cerrito yard, 
near Berkeley, on Oct. 29, Dec. 4, 25, Feb. 25 
(ALC). Another bird with Yellow-shafted Flicker 
characteristics was present in Tilden Park, also near 
Berkeley, on Jan. 1 (WMP). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Nuthatches—Twelve Say’s 
Phoebes foraging from fence posts over a large marshy 
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rea near Santa Cruz on Jan. 14 (JH, CCH) seem 
notable, as does one on March 14 at Tahoe City 
where it has not been previously recorded (GMcC). 
The weather didn’t interfere with the arrival of West- 
en Flycatchers this year; they were here in force 
and on time, ranging from a first arrival at Carmel 
Highlands on March 20 (LW) to a regular influx 

f them at Big Basin RSP on the night of March 31 
(EAP). Swallows in general, most observers feel, 
sem to have arrived a trifle early, but not far ahead 
of normal dates for other springs. Even the 10 
Violet-greens, along with about 200 Tree Swallows 
chat roosted in reed-beds at Moss Landing from 
jan. 25 and on (RS, GMcC, EDS) are not unsup- 
ported by previous appearances at this time of year, 
although they are highly interesting. Two Purple 
Martins that were over downtown Sacramento on Feb. 
10 were alone for a good two weeks, before others 
came (DM). Red-breasted Nuthatches were apparently 
scarce at most stations, including San Francisco (FP), 
r nonexistent, as at El Cerrito (ALC). 

Dippers, Mockingbirds, Thrushes, Kinglets.—Six 
Dippers along a 1144 mile stretch at the North Fork 
of the American River in Placer County on Feb. 7 
seem notable (Madeline Sheridan). Mockingbirds 
seem to be on the increase in Santa Cruz as shrubbery 
and other attractions result from the spread of human 
development (VW). In contrast to the continued 
dearth of Robins, Varied Thrushes seemed to be 
abundant, conspicuous, and widespread throughout the 
Region. Hermit Thrushes, too, came in for comment 
on good numbers, and may have helped fill vacant 
Robin niches. But of all species, the Golden-crowned 
Kinglet has rated more comment than any other from 
all observers concerning its abundance, presence 
throughout fall and winter and tameness. Apparently, 
this kinglet has wintered in almost invasion propor- 
tions all through the Region, especially in lower eleva- 
tions and coastwise in forested areas, but it also was 
conspicuous in numbers around Lake Tahoe (GMcC). 
Two Starlings were seen with a flock of about 100 
Robins at Soquel (FEH) a new area for the species, 
while other localities used to them report their con- 
tinued and increasing numbers. 

Vireos, Warblers, Orioles —A Hutton’s Vireo nest 
with small young on March 29 at the San Francisco 
Arboretum was an early nesting (FP). Although a 
Warbling Vireo was heard singing at Inverness on 
Feb. 19 (GM) and early birds were at Soquel on 
March 18 (FEH) and at Chico, March 20 (VKC), the 
species as a whole arrived about when expected. 
Orange-crowned Warblers were reported on 6 Christ- 
mas Counts and began to arrive in other areas by the 
irst and second weeks in March, singing as they came. 
A Yellow Warbler that foraged on a lawn with 
Oregon Juncos on March 5 in Oakland was remarkable 
(RS). Myrtle Warblers appeared this winter in num- 
bers that are unusually high: 14 out of a banded 34 
Audubon’s and Myrtles were identified in the hand 
” Myrtles (EDS); most reporters agreed with some 
indication of abundance. An early MacGillivray’s 
Warbler was a singing arrival on March 30 at Red- 
wood Canyon Regional Park, near Oakland (JWK). 
A Wilson's Warbler at Carmel Highlands on March 
12 (LW) and another north to Arcata by March 31 


(RTH) seemed to indicate earliness. A male Hooded 
Oriole feeding in east San Jose on March 21 was 
early (Grace Brubaker, fide EDS), as were Bullock's 
Orioles in San Jose on March 17 (EDS) and at 
Murphys, April 1 (JCS), but the Bullock’s Oriole in 
Amador County on Feb. 13 (FE) may have been a 
wintering one, as some were reported on 2 Christmas 
Counts. 

Tanagers, Grosheaks, Finches, Sparrows.—A male 
Western Tanager was noted on Dec. 11 and 16 in 
Saratoga (EDS), and 2 very early migrants of the 
same species were discovered in Golden Gate Park on 
March 14 (FP, ALC). A Black-headed Grosbeak that 
came to a feeder all winter in Los Gatos was highly 
unusual (Alberta Edell, EDS). Pine Siskins were “un- 
usually abundant”’ all season at El Cerrito (ALC) and 
“in large flocks” at Paradise between March 6 and 17 
(MME). “‘A very large flock”’ of more than 100 Lark 
Sparrows was seen south of San Jose on Jan. 31 
(EDS). A Chipping Sparrow at Chico on March 8 
was probably an early one (VKC). White-throated 
Sparrows continued to attract attention because of 
widespread and numerous sightings, also because some 
birds returned to previous locations. Fox Sparrow re- 
ports were inconclusive, but generally indicate a ten- 
dency to leave wintering areas early. In the Inverness 
vicinity an Oregon Junco, 2 Fox Sparrows, and a 
Golden-crowned Sparrow had unusual white markings . 
(GM). 

Contributors —(HA) Harry Adamson; (EAA) 
Earl A. Albertson; (RA) Robert Arbib; (ASC) Dr. 
A. S. Campbell; (BC) Bjorn Christopherson; (HLC) 
Howard L. Cogswell; (ALC) Dr. A. L. Curl; (WKC) 
Vee K. Curtis; (VC) Violet L. Cuslidge; (BDC) 
Betsey D. Cutler; (MME) Marjorie M. Elmore; (FE) 
Dr. Fred G. Evenden; (FEH) Florence E. Haas; 
(SH) Stoner Haven; (CH) Charles Hines, Jr.; 
(RTH) Richard T. Holmes; (EH., Jr.) Ed Hase, Jr.; 
(JH) Jessie Hooper; (CCH) Claude C. Hooper; 
(JWK) Junea W. Kelly; (JK) Joseph Kittredge; 
(CL) Catherine Lintott; (DM) Don McLean; 
(LMM) Leavitt M. McQuesten; (GMcC) R. Guy 
McCaskie; (GM) Grace Miller; (BO) Barbara 
O'Neill; (GP) George Palmer; (ERP) Edwin R. 
Pickett; (FP) Florence Plymell; (RWB) Robert W. 
Pugh; (EAP) Eleanor A. Pugh; (WMP) William M. 
Pursell; (RR) Robert Row; (JCS) Mrs. J. C. Scoles; 
(EDS) Emily D. Smith; (RS) Richard Stallcup; 
(VW) Viola Washburn; (AW) Alice Williams; 
(LW) Laidlaw O. Williams; (RW) Robert Wood; 
(FHW) Francis H. Wiget: (VLY) Vernal L. 
Yadon (FZ) Fanny Zwaal. 

Corrigendum.—The last date for Western Kingbirds 
near Chico was actually Sept. 5 mot Oct. 30, as listed 
in the Fall Migration report (A.F.N. 13:59). Sept. 5 
is not particularly unusual— Betsey D. CUTLER, 
2128 Great Highway, San Francisco 16, Calif. and 
ELEANOR A. PuGH, Big Basin Redwoods State Park, 
Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
winter season of 1958-1959 went on record as the 
driest in the more than 80-year history of the Weather 
Bureau. So little rain had fallen by Christmas 1958 
that the fire-danger indexes at that time of year were 
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at the critical level. 1959 was ushered in by a rash 
of severe forest fires which consumed thousands of 
acres of parched chaparral in the Santa Monica Moun- 
tains and the Hollywood Hills at a time when this 
Region should have been receiving considerable pre- 
cipitation. This may have been a grim preview of 
what the “dry” season might bring. There is some 
evidence, however, that periodic burning of the chap- 
arral (controlled burning is now under study and 
has been advocated by some conservationists) de- 
stroys the old dense cover which stifles new growth, 
stimulates vigorous young new growth, and provides 
a higher yield of herbs, fruits, and seeds which in 
turn results in an overall gain and benefit to most of 
the wildlife of that area, and more than offsets any loss 
of life through the agency of fire. Controlled chap- 
arral burning has been suggested as a measure to 
reduce fire hazard in the ‘‘elfin forest,’ since the elim- 
ination of the dead brush and dry old growth would 
reduce the devastating “hot” brush fires such as we 
have experienced in past years. The native Indians of 
our Region were reported to have utilized such meas- 
ures to improve their hunting grounds. Such carefully 
controlled burning experiments have been conducted 
by the California State Department of Conservation 
in collaboration with the California State Department 
of Fish and Game. 

January was almost without precipitation but tem- 
peratures during the early part of the month were 
below normal and there was severe frost damage for 
a few days in inland valley and foothill areas. The 
prolonged drought was temporarily ended by a minor 
storm on Feb. 6 which brought 0.36 in. of rain to the 
Los Angeles basin and raised the season's total by that 
date to 2.12 in. as compared with a normal of 8.13 
in. By the same date last year, 9.04 in. had been re- 
corded for Los Angeles. This storm was followed on 
Feb. 12 by a somewhat more severe one which brought 
1.11 in. more of precipitation to the Los Angeles area, 
raising the total for the season to 3.32 in. as com- 
pared to a normal of 8.65 in. At this time, consider- 
able snow fell in the local mountains. The last storm 
of the winter season was relatively light and on Feb. 
21 it produced only an additional 0.36 in. in Los 
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Angeles and brought the seasonal total to 4 92 in. as 
compared with a normal of 9.88 in. (and a total for 
last year by this time of 11.40 in.). The “rainy” sea. 
son ended with most areas in the Region receiving “nd 
than 50 per cent of normal precipitation and con. 
siderably less than last year’s near-record totals Tem. 
peratures during February were about normal and the 
mountain snowpacks persisted into early March. 

The following is a representative survey of our Re. 
gional precipitation: 








Seasonal Precipitation in Inche: 
1958-59 1957-58 
(to Mar. 31) (to Feb. 21) 


Locality 


Los Angeles 1.92 
Bakersfield (San Joaquin 
Valley) 3.01 2.04 
Big Bear Lake (San 
Bernardino Mountains ) 
Big Pines (San Gabriel 
Mountains ) 
Chatsworth (San Fernando 
Valley) 7.85 
El Centro (Imperial Valley) 
Idyllwild (San Jacinto 
Mountains ) 
Julian (Laguna Mountains) 
Lake Arrowhead (San 
Bernardino Mountains ) 
Lancaster (Mojave Desert) 
Mount Baldy (San Gabriel 
Mountains ) 
Palm Springs (Coachella 
Valley) 3.61 4.52 
Riverside 4.07 8.02 
San Diego 4.90 7.64 
San Luis Obispo 10.61 16.79 
Santa Barbara 8.03 17.50 
San Gabriel (San Gabriel 
Valley) 


11.40 


25.91 
16.17 17.84 


22.63 


0.24 0.61 


13.63 
iB A 


20.09 
15.60 


21.25 36.19 
2.44 6.35 


20.06 32.88 


9.28 15.25 








A quick study of the above chart indicates that 
mountain areas were more nearly normal (with con- 
siderable snow at least during February in many 
places) while interior valleys were less than 50 per 
cent of normal. Desert areas, likewise, were below 
normal. February was a wet month in the southern 
Sierra Nevadas, but not wet enough to bring the 
moisture in the mountains up to average. Snow surveys 
revealed snow depths and water contents were below 
average. March (normally a wet month) ended with- 
out a trace of precipitation for the first time on record, 
whereas March 1958 added considerably to an already 
above-average season last year. Temperatures during 
March were well above normal for most areas and the 
winter snowpack was quickly melted in the southern 
California mountains. Water run-off at this time was 
considerable, leaving stream-beds dry during the 
spring when normally they run at flood. By the end 
of rainless March the foothills and deserts had as- 
sumed a mid-summer appearance—few or no flowers, 
and everywhere parched undergrowth with attendant 
high fire danger. The relatively mild winter (with few 
frosts) assured the survival of numerous insects over 
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the winter, and indeed this proved to be the case 
during the warm days of March. Insectivorous species 
were assured of a bountiful food supply in some 
reas (except in desert areas where drought resulted 
in a paucity of insect food). Following a very promis- 
‘ng fall migration and early winter (through the end 
of December at least), winter birding proved on the 
whole to be rather unexciting. The fine fall and early- 
winter fights of seabirds (Manx Shearwaters, Fulmars, 
Fork-tailed Petrels, kittiwakes, alcids, etc.) dwindled 
“0 almost nothing by mid-January. The mild fall and 
winter weather induced many fall migrants and sum- 
mer residents to remain and numerous were the re- 
sorts of such extra-seasonal species as warblers, 
orioles, and tanagers. Concommitant to this was the 
virtual absence of non-resident Robins and to a lesser 
extent Cedar Waxwings. Almost without exception 
contributors commented on this. One can only hope 
that the Robins were induced to remain in the north- 
ern valleys, foothills, and mountains. 

Loons, Grebes —During the early part of the winter 
(mid-December through early January) local southern 
California waters were fairly teeming with small bait- 
fsh (anchovies, smelt, small sardines, etc.). These 
fsh accounted for the wealth of seabirds to be found 
dose to the beaches at this time. Many hundreds of 
loons could be seen feeding close to the beaches and 
moving up and down the coast in response to local 
movements of these fish. To illustrate this: on Dec. 23 
almost 400 loons (300 unidentified, 10 Common, 50+ 
Arctic, and 20 Red-throated) were counted between 
Malibu and Santa Monica (Ep.); and on Jan. 2 more 
than 750 (1 Common, 150+ Arctic, and 600+ Red- 
throated) loons were counted in the waters between 
Santa Monica and Sunset Boulevard (a distance of 
about 3.5 miles) (Ep.). After mid-February their 
numbers dropped off sharply as the schools of small 
fish began to disperse or move away from the coast. 
In general, Common Loons were relatively scarce from 
San Luis Obispo to San Diego (where observers re- 
ported loons of all three species rather scarce). 
Horned and Eared Grebes were present in about nor- 
mal numbers and a count of about 67,000 Eared 
Grebes was made at the Salton Sea, Dec. 12 (William 
Nuess, Refuge Manager). A single albino Eared Grebe 
was reported by numerous observers from Upper New- 
port Bay. Western Grebes concentrated in groups of 
thousands where the baitfish swarmed and _ hence 
tended to be scarce in certain areas. 

Fulmars, Shearwaters, Petrels—After a good fall 
migration Fulmars were less frequently seen during 
the late winter. Three were seen off Point Loma, Dec. 
21 (James E. Crouch, et al.) and about 20 were seen 
in the waters near Santa Barbara Island, Jan. 25 (Los 
Angeles Audubon Society). Pink-footed Shearwaters 
appeared very close to the coast at the following 
places: 3 off Point Loma, Dec. 21 (JEC, et al.), 2 
at Will Rogers State Beach, Dec. 23 (Ep.), and 100 
(est.) off Huntington Beach, Dec. 26 (Sea & Sage 
Audubon Society). Fourteen Sooty Shearwaters were 
off Point Loma, Dec. 21 (JEC, et al.) and 15 were 
counted near Santa Barbara Island, Jan. 25 (L.A.A.S.). 
Feeding on the teeming baitfish close to Will Rogers 
State Beach on Dec. 23 was a large flock of more than 
950 Manx Shearwaters (Ep.) and on Dec. 28 about 


450 white-bellied shearwaters (of which 9 were 
identified as Manx) were seen off Playa del Rey (Eb., 
Robert E. Blackstone). A single Leach’s Petrel was 
seen near Santa Barbara Island, Jan. 25 (Ben King, 
Jr.) and 1 Fork-tailed Petrel flew past Point Dume, 
March 4 (Ep., BK, Jr.). Two White Pelicans were 
present at Upper Newport Bay from about Feb. 23 
to at least the end of March; 5 others were near San 
Diego Bay on Dec. 21 and Feb. 6 (Arthur and Jean 
Morley) ; 1 was at Morro Bay, Feb. 22 (Russell and 
Marion Wilson) and 10 were there on March 21 
(Ep., REB). As many as 600 were estimated to be in 
the Goose Lake area and the sloughs of southern and 
western Tulare Basin in the western San Joaquin 


, Valley, March 15 (George D. Lakata) and about 200 


wintered on Buena Vista Lake in the southern San 
Joaquin Valley. Hundreds of white herons (Common 
and Snowy Egrets) gathered to feed at Upper Newport 
Bay during the winter and large flocks also were re- 
ported roosting at the north end of the Salton Sea 
near Mecca (Don R. Bleitz). More than 1600 Black- 
crowned Night Herons were counted in the Goose 
Lake area, March 15 (GDL), and as many as 8 Am. 
Bitterns were in the marshes of the Ventura County 
Gun Club, Jan. 15 (Ep.). A single White-faced Ibis 
was on the gun club near Upper Newport Bay, Feb. 
21 (Ep., BK, Jr.) and 2 were there on March 28 
(Ep.). A single Am. Flamingo created a lot of ex- 
citement when it appeared near Surf in mid-February 
(fide Waldo G. Abbott) and remained for several 
weeks. The bird was in excellent plumage and was 
seen to fly and to feed. 

Waterfowl (general) —Despite the mildness of the 
winter, waterfowl in somewhat better than normal 
numbers were found along the coast, in the gun clubs 
and marshes, and on the lakes in the Region. Numbers 
were up for some species (notably Blue-winged Teal, 
Green-winged Teal, Am. Widgeon, Bufflehead, and the 
three species of scoters) while the numbers of Gad- 
wall, Common Goldeneye, and Common Merganser 
were down. 

Swans and Geese.—The only Whistling Swans re- 
ported in the Region were 5 at Elizabeth Lake, Jan. 17 
(BFK, Jr., Dean B. Fisher) and again on Feb. 8 
(Don and Caroline Adams). Small numbers of Cana- 
da Geese wintered on lakes away from the Imperial 
Valley (Buena Vista, Mathews, Henshaw, and 
others) while more than 50 were at Upper Newport 
Bay, Dec. 24 (Ep., BFK, Jr.) to at least Feb. 1 
(Francis Raymond). The peak count (975) of Canada 
Geese (including 2 Cackling Geese) was reached on 
Jan. 30 in the Imperial Valley. This represented a 
slight increase over 1958 and was about equal to the 
1957 level of 900 (est.) The numbers of Black Brant 
on Mission Bay were far below normal (due possibly 
to the extensive filling operations there which have 
destroyed many of the vital Eel Grass beds) as only 
57 were counted on Dec. 21. Hundreds were seen on 
Morro Bay, Feb. 22 (RW, MW) and they were re- 
ported as numerous in the lagoons of western Baja 
California near San Quentin. In the Imperial Valley 
peak numbers (1400) of White-fronted Geese were 
reached, Nov. 14, and 75 were last observed there, 
Feb. 6 (WN). Elsewhere 30+ were seen near Goose 
Lake, March 15 (GDL) and single birds were at 
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Playa del Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep., REB, Herbert and Olga 
Clarke) and near San Simeon, March 21 (Ep., REB). 
In the Imperial Valley Snow Geese showed approxi- 
mately the same totals as last winter (about 10,000), 
and 50 were last seen there, March 29 (WN). A 
single Ross’ Goose was found injured at the Salton 
Sea Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Oct. 22, and remained 
until Nov. 24 while several others were reported to 
have been taken by hunters. Three Blue Geese were 
present at the Salton Sea Nat'l Wildlife Refuge from 
about Dec. 14-20 (WN). 

Ducks.—In the Imperial Valley ducks showed 
slight population changes from the winter of 1958. 
American Widgeon made a slight gain to a peak of 
about 35,000 and Green-winged Teal, Shovelers, and 
Ruddy Ducks showed definite population increases, 
while Lesser Scaup and Common Goldeneye were 
down (WN). Fulvous Tree Ducks arrived very early 
at Ramer Lake in the Imperial Valley, Feb. 18 (due 
possibly to the mildness of the season) and William 
Anderson had banded more than 80 by the end of 
February. The status of this species in the state must 
be watched very carefully since there are indications 
of its threatened existence here owing to overhunting 
and habitat destruction. Gadwall were very scarce but 
Blue-winged Teal showed a notable influx. They were 
reported as follows: 2 at Lomita Gun Club, Dec. 23 
(Ep.); 20 counted in central and coastal Orange 
County, Dec. 26 (S. & S.A.S.); 1 at Chatsworth Lake, 
Dec. 27; 1 banded in the Imperial Valley, Jan. 31 
(WA); 1 at Fisherman's Retreat, March 3 (fide Ethel 
West); 2 near Goose Lake, March 15 (GDL); and 3 


at Upper Newport Bay, Feb. 26 (Vanche E. Plumb, 
Jo Bull, fide FR). A single Wood Duck appeared at 


Johnson Lake, Pasadena, about mid-February (G. 
Shumway Suffel) and remained until late April. An- 
other was seen at Fisherman's Retreat, March 3, and 
stayed for at least 3 weeks (fide EW). Redheads were 
scarce but Canvasbacks were about normal with Ring- 
necked Ducks up. Lesser Scaup were about normal 
with large concentrations at Upper Newport Bay and 
Morro Bay, and a few Greater Scaup were reported. 
Fewer Common Goldeneyes than usual for the last 8 
years (when a definite upswing in their numbers was 
observable) were reported. The only Oldsquaw re- 
ported was a single bird near China Lake, Dec. 21 (D. 
W. Moore, Carl Heller); this constituted a very rare 
inland occurrence of the species in the state. Buffle- 
heads were up and the winter flight of all three species 
of scoters was excellent. For example, a count of 
21,267 Surf Scoters was made near Huntington Beach, 
Dec. 26 (S. & S.A.S.). White-winged Scoters appeared 
in greater numbers than for many years and the influx 
of Common Scoters was phenomenal. Common 
Scoters were reported as follows: 7 at Point Mugu, 
Dec. 14 (Ep., BK, Jr.) ; 9 near San Diego, Dec. 21; 
1 near Seal Beach, Dec. 24 (Eb., BK, Jr.); 1 at Playa 
del Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep., REB); 7 near Will Rogers 
State Beach, Jan 2 (Ep.); 7 near Seal Beach, Jan. 10 
(Ep., e¢ al.); 4 at Playa del Rey, Feb. 7 (Ep.); 10 
between Malibu and Point Mugu, Feb. 15 (Ep.) and 
15 near Morro Bay, March 21 (Ep., REB). Common 
Mergansers were scarce everywhere except in San 
Diego County on the larger lakes and Hooded Mer- 
gansers were unreported. 
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Kites and Hawks.—White-tailed Kites , 
in small numbers from widely scattered points with 
notable concentrations of 14 in central and Constel 
Orange County, Dec. 26, 12 near Oceanside, Dec. y 
and 21 circling over Corona in the lat evening of 
Jan. 21 (Norman H. Mellor). A pair was reported 
as nesting nearby the newly created U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Refuge near Lost Hills (western San 
Joaquin Valley), March 16 (GDL). A small number 
of reports of widely scattered Ferruginous Hawks es 
received. No Bald Eagles were reported. The only 
Osprey seen was in central Orange County near 
Upper Newport Bay on Dec. 26. A single Rough. 
legged Hawk was at Lower Otay Lake, Jan. 19 (AM. 
JM). Two Golden Eagles spent most of the winter 
in the Imperial Valley where they are rare (WN) 
The larger falcons (Prairie and Peregrine) are be. 
coming extirpated from our Region at an alarming rate 
—owing probably to the growth of falconry among 
younger people. Prairie Falcons were reported as fol. 
lows: 1 China Lake, Dec. 21 (DWM, et al.): 2 x 
Death Valley, Dec. 23; 1 in northeastern Orange 
County (S. & S.A.S.); and 1 at Sweetwater Lake. 
Jan. 3 (AM, JM). Even fewer Peregrine Falcons stil] 
exist in this Region (although more were reported 
because their roosts are well known). They were 
reported from near China Lake (1) Dec. 21 (DWM, 
et al.), San Diego (2) Dec. 21 (San Diego Audu- 
bon Society), near San Bernardino (1) Dec. 29 (San 
Bernardino Valley Audubon Society), Central Orange 
County (1) Dec. 26 (S. & S.A.S.), near Los Angeles 
(1) Dec. 28 (L.A.A.S.), Lake Mathews (1) Feb. 19 
(Alice Zimmerman, ef al., fide FR), and 1 on Morro 
Rock, March 21 (Ep., REB). Pigeon Hawks were 
scarce, being reported only from the Los Angeles State 
and County Arboretum (1) Dec. 21 (Eb., ef al.), 
Upper Newport Bay (1) Dec. 7 (FR, Frank Brack- 
ett), Oceanside (1) Dec. 27, near Los Angeles (1) 
Dec. 28 (L.A.A.S.), near Loma Linda, Dec. 29 (1) 
(fide EW), and Johnson Lake, Pasadena (1) March 
9 (Ep., GSS). 

Grouse through Rails —More than 100 cock Sage 
Grouse were found on a choice strutting ground near 
Whitmore Hot Springs, March 25 (Ep., REB). Rela- 
tively little snow remained on the meadows of the 
Owens Valley on this date and this probably per- 
mitted the early courtship displays of these birds 
Twenty-eight Chukars were found near China Lake, 
Dec. 21 (DWM, et al.). The numbers of wintering 
Sandhill Cranes on the Carrizo Plain, San Luis Obispo 
Co. were about normal with a peak of about 850 
birds reached in mid-January; however, most of the 
birds spent the daylight hours feeding on agricultural 
lands many miles north of their roosting grounds on 
the plains. Only one Sandhill Crane was observed 
during the winter in the Imperial Valley (Dec. 6). 
where they continued to decline as a winter visitant 
(WN). The high spring tides (about +6.0 feet) of 
January and February afforded excellent opportunities 
for rail studies in the marshes near Seal Beach. More 
than 200 Clapper Rails were counted in the inun 
dated Salicornia marsh between Sunset Beach and Seal 
Beach, Jan. 10 (Ep., BK, Jr.) together with 13 Sora 
Rails. On Feb. 6 more than 50 Clapper Rails and 12 
Soras were seen there (Alice Zimmerman, ef al.). 
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Shorebirds.—W intering shorebirds appeared to be 
present in about normal numbers—at least in the 
habitats remaining to them. Since there has been so 
much reduction of coastal marshes in the past few 
vears the otal number of wintering shorebirds has 
declined, but the populations on the remaining areas 
appeared about normal. Some displacement of these 
birds must have taken place, but indications are that 
each area can support only so many individuals and 
once the saturation point was reached, the incoming 
birds had to seek other areas for feeding. Since 
the number of such feeding grounds is limited, one 
must surmise that many of the shorebirds which for- 
merly wintered here moved on to the lagoons and 
marshes of Baja California. About 200 Mountain 
Plover were seen in the rolling hills north of Wasco, 
March 15 (GDL) and their numbers in the western 
San Joaquin Valley and on the Carrizo Plain were 
about normal. A small number were reported as win- 
tering in the Imperial Valley (HC, OC). Black-bellied 
Plover were down in total numbers but wintering 
Surfbirds on the breakwater at Playa del Rey reached 
a maximum of 110 by Dec. 28 (Ep., REB). Black 
Turnstones were up slightly and Ruddy Turnstones 
were well above expected numbers. As many as 40 
were counted near San Diego, Dec. 21 (S.D.A:S.), 
while better than 30 birds were on the Seal Beach 
marshes, Jan. 10 (Ep., BFK, Jr.). Common Snipe 
seemed more numerous as, for example, 64 were 
counted near Santa Ana, Feb. 26, in a single marshy 
area (VEP, JB, fide FR). The only Solitary Sandpiper 
reported was a single bird in the San Gabriel Valley, 
Dec. 27. Very few Wandering Tattlers were reported 
as wintering this year. Greater Yellowlegs were about 
normal and there were a few reports of wintering 
Lesser Yellowlegs in the Region. The only report re- 
ceived of Knot was of a single bird, April 17, 10 
miles northwest of Wasco (GSS). Two Baird's Sand- 
pipers wintered in the marshes near San Diego 
(S.D.A.S.) and the 2 Rock Sandpipers on the break- 
water at Playa del Rey were seen more or less con- 
tinuously through the winter and were last noted on 
April 2 (Ep.). By late March one of the birds had 
assumed breeding plumage. Dunlins were very numer- 
ous in the Orange County marshes during the winter 
as thousands gathered on the mud flats of Seal Beach, 
Sunset Beach, and Upper Newport Bay to feed. On 
Jan. 10 more than 5550 were counted on the Seal 
Beach marshes alone (Ep.). Both species of dowitcher 
were in good numbers and a number of people ob- 
served the albino Long-billed Dowitcher at Bolsa 
Chica during late December. Am. Avocets were up, 
and numerous were the reports of wintering Black- 
necked Stilts; in fact, more Black-necked Stilts were 
reported in the Region this winter than the total of 
such wintering birds for the past 10 years. Nine 
Northern Phalaropes were on the Salt Works ponds 
of south San Diego Bay, Dec. 21 (AM, JM) and a 
lew were at Buena Vista Lagoons, Dec. 27 (AM, 
JM); an additional Northern Phalarope was near 
Newport Beach, Dec. 27. 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, Alcids—Three Parasitic and 
) Pomarine Jaegers were among the seabirds feeding 
on baitfish off the beaches from Santa Monica to 
Malibu. Jan. 2 (Ep.). Three Pomarine and 2 Para- 


sitic Jaegers were seen off San Diego, Dec. 21 
(S.D.A.S.) and a single Parasitic Jaeger was seen off 
Huntington Beach, Feb. 1 (Michael Jacobson). 
Glaucous-winged Gulls were about normal but Her- 
ring Gulls were well above normal. Some 522 Herring 
Gulls were counted near San Diego, Dec. 21 
(S.D.A.S.). Conversely, Mew Gulls were far below 
normal numbers as only 10 were reported from Playa 
del Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep., REB) and 6 from San Diego, 
Dec. 21 (S.D.A.S.). These and other Christmas Count 
days, when numerous observers were afield, revealed 
very few Mew Gulls had wintered in our Region. The 
winter flight of Black-legged Kittiwakes was ex- 
ceptional and the birds were reported as far south as 
San Diego. A single kittiwake spent the winter at 
Malibu Pier and was seen almost continuously from 
Dec. 23 (Ep.) until the end of March. Four were seen 
off Playa del Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep.); 1 off Will Rogers 
State Beach, Jan. 2 (Ep.); 1 at Sunset Cliffs, San 
Diego, Jan. 4 (AM, JM); 66 flew past Point Dume, 
Jan. 10 (BFK, Jr., DBF) ; more than 60 were counted 
in waters near Santa Barbara Island, Jan. 25 
(L.A.A.S.); 1 was seen one-half mile off New- 
port, Jan. 31 (MJ); and 1 at the Santa Monica Pier, 
March 22 (Warren G. Blazer). Four kittiwakes were 
seen in migration past Point Dume, March 4 (Epb., 
BK, Jr.). Common Terns were very numerous this 
winter with as many as 100+ counted at Playa del 
Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep., REB) and more than 50 off Will 
Rogers State Beach, Jan. 2 (Ep.). Large groups were 
seen from Santa Barbara to San Diego as well. The 
winter flight of alcids started out well enough but soon 
dwindled to almost nothing. One Common Murre was 
off Santa Monica, Dec. 23 (Ep.), and more than 140 
were counted off Point Loma, Dec. 21 (JEC, e¢ al.). 
Two were seen off Will Rogers State Beach, Jan. 2 
(Ep.) and another was in Alamitos Bay, Jan. 10 (Eb., 
et al.). A Pigeon Guillemot was off West Channel 
Drive, Dec. 23 (Ep., BFK, Jr.) and constituted the 
only sighting of this species during the winter. Two 
Ancient Murrelets were off Playa del Rey, Dec. 28 
(Ep., REB) and 3 more were seen near Will Rogers 
State Beach, Jan. 2 (Ep.) in company with 7 Marbled 
Murrelets. Four Xantus’ Murrelets were noted in the 
waters off Point Loma, Dec. 21 (JEC) and the only 
alcids seen on a pelagic trip to Santa Barbara Island, 
Jan. 25, were 12 Rhinoceros Auklets (L.A.A.S.). A 
single Cassin’s Auklet was found near Point Loma, 
Dec. 21 (JEC), and another was seen swimming along 
the base of the Sunset Cliffs near San Diego, Jan. 4 
(AM, JM). 

Doves——No very large flocks of Band-tailed 
Pigeons were encountered during the winter as acorn 
crops and pine-seed crops in this Region were only 
moderate and the birds scattered in smaller groups to 
feed. Chinese Spotted Doves continued to extend their 
range in all directions from the Los Angeles Metro- 
politan area. Two White-winged Doves (extra-sea- 
sonal and out of normal range to the east) were found 
in central Orange County, Dec. 26 (S. & S.A‘S.), 
and another was found, Feb. 6, in San Timeto Canyon 
(EW ). Ground Doves, although having virtually dis- 
appeared from the Corona area where formerly they 
were regular (MHM), have increased and extended 
their range at a notable pace in other parts of the 
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Region. Several were noted at their former nesting 
area near San Ysidro, Jan. 19 (AM, JM), and a 
single bird was found in San Timeto Canyon, Feb. 6 
(EW). More than 25 Ground Doves were found near 
a feed yard at Wiest Lake in the Imperial Valley in 
late February and perhaps twice that number were 
found near Calexico, March 3 (WA). Four more 
Ground Doves came to a feeder daily through the 
winter in central Orange County. 

Owls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers —Elf Owls 
were still present in the vicinity of Cottonwood 
Springs, Joshua Tree National Monument as they were 
heard calling near the end of March (DRB). A single 
Long-eared Owl was heard in Modjeska Canyon, Dec. 
28, and Short-eared Owls appeared to have had a 
moderately good flight as they were noted as follows: 
2 near San Diego, Dec. 21 (S.D.A.S.); 1, San Gabriel 
Valley, Dec. 27; 2, San Fernando Valley, Dec. 27; 1 
at Playa del Rey, Dec. 28 (Ep., HC, OC, REB); 1, 
northeastern Orange County, Dec. 28; 1 near Niland, 
Imperial Co., Feb. 5 (WA); 1 at Ventura County 
Gun Club, Feb. 15 (Ep., BK, Jr.); and 1 near Mc- 
Kittrick, Feb. 21 (RW, MW). Small numbers of win- 
tering Black-chinned Hummingbirds were reported 
in the Region. Unusual was the report of a William- 
son's Sapsucker in Death Valley Nat'l Monument, 
Dec. 23. A single Lewis’ Woodpecker was found al- 
most continuously from late November until the end 
of March near Mecca (DRB) and although there ap- 
peared to have been no extensive flight of these birds 
into the Region during the winter, the group of about 
50 birds found at Redondo Mesa (near Murrieta) 
from Jan. 22 to at least March 5 (S. & S.A.S., fide 
FR) would tend to belie this. 

Passerine Landbirds (general).—The story of this 
group of birds can be summarized as follows: (1) 
many of the fall migrants were induced to linger 
later than the normal dates (normalcy tends to vary 
by greater and greater degrees for many species and 
new pictures of normalcy must be drawn or we must 
begin to think in terms of “range of normalcy’), (2) 
many summer residents remained through the mild 
winter, and (3) many winter visitants failed to arrive 
at all (notably Robins and Cedar Waxwings). There 
were a great many reports (too numerous to cite in- 
individually except in rare cases) of extra-seasonal 
visitors. Last winter's heavy precipitation produced 
excellent crops of berries, fruits, nuts, and seeds and 
this, coupled to the mildness of the current winter 
season, which made abundant insect food available for 
many insectivorous species, led to appearance of so 
many unexpected passerines during the winter. 

Flycatchers, Swallows—Two western Kingbirds 
were found near San Diego, Dec. 21 (S.D.A.S.) and 
Cassin’s Kingbirds wintered in good numbers with 
as many as 26 found near Escondido, Dec. 31 (Mrs. 
Sidney S. Doner, Fred N. Gallup). Two Empidonax 
flycatchers (sp.) were found near San Diego, Dec. 
21 (S.D.A.S.), and an Olive-sided Flycatcher was 
near Buena Vista Lagoon, Jan. 10 (S. & S. A. S., fide 
FR). A single Eastern Kingbird was seen near Santa 
Barbara, March 10 (fide WGA). Vermilion Fly- 
catchers were very scarce in the Coachella Valley and 
only a few were found in an area near Mecca where 6 
or more have been usual (DRB). One Vermilion Fly- 
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catcher was found in Death Valley, De anoth 
n Wer 
was seen near Oceanside, Dec. 27, and a male and a 
female were at the Naval Hospital, San Diego, Feb 
23 (Dr. Leon Gardner, fide AM). The 
observed building a nest there during th 
of March. A female was found near Santee, March 1 
(JEC), and another male was seen at (¢ impo, San 
Diego Co., March 7 (Donald Hare, Edward Black. 
JM, fide AM). At least 6 Violet-green Swallows were 
at Lake Sherwood, Jan. 31 (Ernest J. Willoughby) 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers.—The Red-breasted 
Nuthatch flight into the lowland valleys of last win. 
ter did not occur again and this species was recorded 
away from the mountains only near Laguna (1), Dec 
1 (Carl and Louise Mead, fide Elizabeth Tigert) and 
San Diego (1), Dec. 21 (S.D.A.S.). The rare Win. 
ter Wren was found in central Orange County (1). 
Dec. 26 (John Johnson, Norman Fleming). and 2 
were at Upper Eaton Canyon, March 27 (MJ). A 
single Brown Thrasher was at Balboa Park in Sep. 
tember and remained until at least Dec. 21 (AM. 
JM). Sage Thrashers could not be found in their 
usual habitat near Lake Mathews (Alice Zimmerman, 
et al., fide FR) but 4 were found on March 25 near 
Stirrup Tank, Joshua Tree Nat'l Monument (RW. 
MW ). 

Thrushes—As noted before, Robins evinced the 
same comment from almost all contributors by their 
absence during the winter. Small scattered flocks were 
seen, but these represented resident birds that nest 
within the Region. Hermit Thrushes were likewise 
noted as scarce. Townsend’s Solitaires were found in 
the lowlands at a feeder near San Bernardino, Dec 
29, and another (this time in the desert) near Yaqui 
Wells (Mrs. William W. Harding), Jan. 17. Moun. 
tain Bluebirds did not appear in the Imperial Valley 
in their usual numbers and were scarce everywhere 
except on the Carrizo Plain where large flocks were 
found, Feb. 21 (RW, MW). Only a small number 
of Varied Thrushes appeared during the winter. A 
single bird was in San Marcos Pass, Dec. 3 (E. Z 
Rett, fide WGA); another was in the San Fernand 
Valley, Dec. 27; ome was seen in Palos Verdes on 
Jan. 21 and again on Feb. 21 (Donald M. Falconer); 
and one was at Henniger’s Flats, Feb. 15 (MJ). 

Kinglets, Starlings, Waxwings.—Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were reported from Los Angeles (1), Dec 
28 (L.A.A.S.), and northeastern Orange County (1). 
Dec. 28 (S. & S.A.S.). Another was found near China 
Lake for the first time in late December (DWM) 
Starlings appeared in the China Lake area in late 
October, reached a maximum of 1200 by about mid- 
December, and departed by the end of March 
(DWM). Some 526 Starlings were counted in Death 
Valley on Dec. 23 and one was collected in the Im- 
perial Valley mear Ramer Lake in February ( fide 
WA). Fifteen Starlings were at the Ventura County 
Gun Club, Feb. 15 (Ep.) and they may be looked 
for as a regular winter visitant there now. Although 
Pyracantha and Cotoneaster berries were abundant 
about gardens and parks, very few Cedar Waxwings 
were present to feed upon them. Although not 4 
scarce as Robins, the waxwings occurred in small, 
widely scattered flocks, and their overall flight can 
be considered very light as compared with other yeats 
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Warblers. Some of the more noteworthy winter 
vatbler records are as follows: more than 1000 Audu- 
hon'’s Warblers feeding on aphids in an alfalfa field 
neat Ramer Lake, Feb. 4 (WA); wintering Nashville 
Warbler near San Diego, Dec. 21 (S.D.A.S.); Black- 
hroated Gray Warbler near Redlands, Dec. 22; Yel- 
y-breasted Chat in Los Angeles during December 
(Jean Delacour) and another near Pasadena, Dec. 27 
(D. R. Powers); and a Painted Redstart at Lower 
Otay Lake, Jan. 19 (AM, JM). 

Blackbirds and Orioles.—Large flocks of Tricolored 
Blackbirds were found at Buena Vista Lake, 
Peter's Canyon, Lake Norconian, and Lake Sherwood 
ind thousands were feeding on barley near Mecca 
juring December and early January (DRB). Small 
qumbers of Yellow-headed Blackbirds appeared here 
ind there in the Region with large flocks (numbering 
-housands) present in the Imperial Valley. Many more 
‘han the usual number of reports of wintering orioles 
vere received. An Orchard Oriole was present in a 
varden near Laguna from Dec. 1 until at least March 
2 (Fred and Selma Jessin, fide FR). A single Hooded 
Oriole was found near San Diego, Dec. 21 
(S.D.AS.); 8 more were seen coming to feeders in 
central and coastal Orange County, Dec. 26 
(S. & S.AS.); 3 came to feeders in northeastern 
Orange County, Dec. 28; 4 were in Santa Ana at 
hummingbird feeders, Jan. 23 and 24 (fide FR); 3 
more Hooded Orioles (possibly the same individuals 
as in the previous record) were in Santa Ana from 
Jan. 1 to at least March 20 (fide FR). Two wintering 
male Scott's Orioles were in Escondido, Feb. 7 (Mrs. 
Sidney Doner). A single male Bullock's Oriole came 
toa hummingbird feeder in the Cheviot Hills of west 
Los Angeles, Dec. 25 (Ep.); another was at a feeder 
n Santa Ana, Dec. 26; and still a third was seen at 


Lakeside, Feb. 15 (AM, JM). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—A single Sum- 
mer Tanager was found in Balboa Park, San Diego, 
Dec. 21 (AM, JM) and another was identified by 
Richard T. Holmes near Pasadena in late December. 
One female Western Tanager was at the Los Angeles 
State and County Arboretum on Dec. 21 (Ep., e¢ al.) 
and 3 more were in Golden Hill Park, Feb. 15 (AM, 
JM). Four Lawrence's Goldfinches were found in the 
coastal chaparral just north of Will Rogers State Park, 
March 28 (EJW). A Grasshopper Sparrow was 
carefully identified near San Diego, Dec. 21 (John 
Bishop) and constitutes one of the very few winter 
records for this species in the Region. Sage Sparrows 
and Black-throated Sparrows were reported as more 
prevalent than in previous years near Cottonwood 
Springs in Joshua Tree Nat'l Monument. As many 
as 30+ Sage Sparrows with more than 50+ Black- 
throated Sparrows were attracted to the watering 
troughs at Winona Ranch (DRB). More Slate-colored 
Juncos than usual were reported. One was near Red- 
lands, Dec. 22; 1 near San Bernardino, Dec. 29; 2 
near Mecca late in January (DRB); 1 in Laguna 
Beach, Feb. 14-20 (ET); 1 near Ivanpauh Tank, 
Joshua Tree Nat'l Monument, March 25 (RW, MW) ; 
and 1 just below Mount Wilson, March 27 (MJ). 
White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows were 
present in about normal numbers throughout the win- 
ter season. A White-throated Sparrow was in Balboa 
Park, San Diego, Dec. 17 (AM, JM) and a White- 
crowned Sparrow with a pure white throat (as large 
an area as that of the White-throated Sparrow) was 
very carefully worked out at the Los Angeles State 
and County Arboretum, Dec. 21 (Ep., ef al.).— 
ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 Cavendish Drive, Los Angeles 
64, Calif. 





WINTER BIRD POPULATION STUDY 


Edited by Haven Kolb, Jr. 
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. North Atlantic States 
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HE NUMBERS OF WINTER BIRD popula- 

tion studies, like the numbers of the birds them- 

selves, show fluctuations from year to year. 
After four years of decline, the number this year has 
risen again. The backbone of the list is provided by 
about a dozen areas of long standing. There is also a 
reappearance of some areas which have not been 
reported in these pages for several years. And there 
are, as always, some new areas. 

It would probably be possible to make some gen- 
eralizations on the 1958-59 winter season, but the 
season reports in the preceding pages of this issue 
give a much better view of the broad picture. The 
quantitative data assembled in this section have values 
pertaining to long time spans rather than yearly fluc- 
tuations and to habitat rather than to regional varia- 
tions. Twelve years of these studies in Audubon 
Field Notes have not yet more than scratched the 
surface. Nevertheless, each year some interesting points 
arise. This year your editor has selected four for 
comment. 

The population differences in sample areas taken 
from large tracts of uniform habitat compared to 
areas of varied habitat or small areas surrounded by 
tracts of differing habitat is very evident. Dr. Beidle- 
man has shown consistent interest in “islands” of 
favorable surrounded by less favorable habitat. This 
year he presents a new example and Ralph (#28) 
has re-worked an area in California originally done 
by Beidleman. This work has shown clearly that the 
density figures of birds per 100 acres are not to be 
taken literally on very small study plots. The work 
also shows the value of pursuing a theme in continu- 


ing study over a period of years. 

Yet a thoughtful person may gain mu 
to one area year after year. In presenti 
summary Brown (#19) offers a numbe: 
which should be considered carefully by ; 
on winter population studies. He remin 
can magnify the importance of fluc: 
analysis of weather conditions in relation to counts 
makes an excellent point. Provided weather does not 
influence the choice of a day by an observer, the more 
trips made during the study period, the more accurate 
the average count should be. 

Several studies are set up to show contrasts jp 
habitats and are essentially pairs rather than single 
areas (e.g. #1, 2, 8). A most interesting case of paired 
habitats is presented this year in the “brushy draw” 
and mesquite plains studies in west Texas (#25 and 
26). These reports are noteworthy in being our first 
contribution from the Southern Great Plains, in adding 
to the small number of studies from the arid regions, 
and in appropriately making use of a lineal rather 
than an areal density measurement. 

By their letters contributors have now convinced the 
editor that ‘winter’ varies a great deal more than our 
Dec. 20 to Feb. 10 dates allow for. Although they 
have conformed to these dates better than ever no 
editorial comments are made on the matter this year 
While we feel that the shorter the census period can 
be made (consistent with a minimum of 6 trips) the 
better the data will be, it seems reasonable to suppose 
that the census taker on the spot will be the best 
judge of the amplitude of the winter season —Haven 
KOLB. 
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1. METROPOLITAN RIVER VALLEY HABI- 
TAT: SCRUBBY BOTTOMLAND, WOODED 
RIDGE AND RIVER.—Location: Humber River, 
Toronto, Ontario. Size: 43 acres (27 acres of land, 
16 acres of water). Description of Area: Described 
in Audubon Field Notes 8:273-274 (1954) with sub- 
sequent changes in 9:292 (1955) and 10:287 (1956). 
Subsequent years have seen a continuing regeneration 
in the shrub growth, with a tendency for the more 
open areas to revert to the original glassland associa- 
tion present before Hurricane ‘“Hazel.’’ A vigorous 
growth of willows (Salix sp.) has developed along 
the river banks in many places. The areas of gravel 
now have a fairly continuous cover of burdocks 
(Arctium sp.), Ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia), 
Mullein (Verbascum Thapsus), Melilots (Melélotus 
officinalis and alba), Viper's Bugloss (Echium vul- 
gare), and Chicory (Cichorium Intybus). During the 
past year some modifications have been made to the 
river bed with a view to flood control. These include 
the construction of a series of artificial falls, eliminat- 
ing the sections of rapids previously present; a widen- 
ing and straightening of the river bed in places, with 
elimination of small islands; grading down of the 
base of the steep bank at the north end of the plot, 
and construction of diverting walls at this point. Side 
effects have been the elimination of cover in areas of 
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construction; covering of an area of willow scrub by a 
large bank of shale at the south end of the plot; and 
more human disturbance of the area owing to the 
increased accessibility from both north and south ends 
Plant names from Gray's Manual of Botany, 8th Ed 
Weather: Mean temperature during the period was 
21.8° F. with extremes of 43° and -10°. The ground 
was covered by up to 12 in. of snow from late Novem- 
ber onwards, although as usual snow melted off areas 
of the bank fairly quickly. Snowfall this winter was 
unusually heavy, and the freeze-up more severe than 
in any winter in recent years. However, the river was 
never more than half covered by ice although it was 
completely frozen over south of the area. Coverage: 
Dec. 26; Jan. 2, 3, 17; Feb. 7, 15, 22. Total 
7 trips, averaging 2 hours per trip. Census: See Table 
Figures are for birds per 100 acres, with average 
totals for 1959 in parentheses. Remarks: Systematic 
artificial feeding of Black Ducks and Mallards now 
takes place both along the river and elsewhere in 
the Toronto area. Feeding of land birds at feeders in 
gardens adjacent to the area has decreased; the largest 
feeding station has been discontinued, and two smaller 
feeding trays elsewhere have been only erratically pa 
tronized by birds from the plot. The very high popv- 
lation this year has mainly been concentrated in the 
heavy weed growth at the base of the bank. : 
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in marked contrast to the 1958 count, when conditions 
were apparently very similar. Hurricane ‘Hazel’ 
devastated the flood plain in 1954, and the vegetation 
has been gradually recovering since. The populations 
recorded for these years reflect this situation to some 
extent. The population counts shown for 1957 and 
1958 were not originally published in Audubon Field 
Notes.-—C. E. Goopwin, 11 Waterton Road, Toronto 
15, Ontario. 


2. HEMLOCK FOREST.—Location: Purpleville 
Woods, 3 miles west of Maple, Vaughan Township, 
York County, Ontario, about 20 miles northwest of 
Toronto. Size: 69 acres. Description of Area: See 
Audubon Field Notes 6:216 (1952). A few trees have 
been cut from time to time, chiefly on the hardwood 
section of the plot, without influencing the character 
of the area. Weather: Mean temperature during the 
period was 18.8° F. with extremes of 40° and -15°. 
The ground was covered by up to 20 in. of snow from 
late November onwards. Snowfall was unusually 
heavy and freeze-up exceptionally severe. Coverage: 
Dec. 14, 21; Jan. 11, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 8, 15. Total: 8 
trips, averaging 2 hours per trip. Census: See table. 
Figures are for birds per 100 acres, with average 
counts for 1959 in parentheses. The plot was divided 
into two areas, with results recorded separately. Re- 
marks: Siskins roamed around in large flocks feeding 


on hemlock cones, and proved very difficult 
actual numbers on the plot were probabl, 
the totals shown. Birds moved freely } 
areas, but populations were consistently h 
“B.” Area “A” has had lower population densities in 
all studies, a difference which has been accentuated in 
years when heavy finch populations have been present 
—J. BATEMAN, G. FAIRFIELD, J. FairFirip, C. F 
GoopwWIN (compiler). D. HusseELt, B. Stupart. R 
R. TAYLOR (Toronto Field Biologist’s Club). Toronto. 
Ont. 
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3. CITY RAVINE.—Location: Cedarvale Ravine, 
Toronto, Ontario. Size: 25 acres. Description of 
Area: See Audubon Field Notes 8:274 (1954). No 
important changes have occurred. Weather: The mean 
temperature during the census period was 21.8°. 
somewhat below the average of the preceding five 
years, with extremes of -10° and 43°. The ground 
was covered with snow to a depth of 6 inches. The 
stream remained partly open throughout the period 
Coverage: Dec. 28; Jan. 13, 17, 31; Feb. 5, 
14, 15, 22. Total: 8 trips, averaging 1 hour each, 
between 9 A.M. and 1 p.M. Census: (mean birds 
per trip, followed in parentheses by mean birds 
per 100 acres): House Sparrow, 34 (136); Star. 
ling, 10 (40); Black-capped Chickadee, 4 (16); 
Slate-Colored Junco, 4 (16); Downy Wood. 
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AREA ‘A’: HEMLOCK AND HARDWOOD (43 acres) 
Pine Siskin .. “ 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Am. Goldfinch 
Slate-colored Junco .. 
Common Redpoll 
Blue Jay 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Tree Sparrow 
Downy Woodpecker 
Brown Creeper 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Red Crossbill 
White-winged Crossbill 
Evening Grosbeak 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Ring-necked Pheasant . 
Ruffed Grouse 
Long-eared Owl 
TE eres Serene ee 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Arctic Woodpecker 
Winter Wren 
Cedar Waxwing 
Pine Grosbeak 
Cardinal 
Purple Finch 
White-throated Sparrow 
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AREA “B’: HEMLOCK AND CEDAR (26 acres) 
Pine Siskin 
Black-capped ¢ hickadee 
Am. Goldfinch 
Slate-colored Junco 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Blue Jay . 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Downy Woodpecker 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
White-winged Crossbill ................ 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Evening Grosbeak 
Common Redpoll 
Red Crossbill . . 
Ruffed Grouse 
Cardinal . 
Tree Sparrow 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Long-eared Owl 
Screech Owl . 
Saw-whet Owl 
Belted Kingfisher ..................... 
Pileated Woodpecker .................. 
Boreal Chickadee 
Winter Wren 
Pine Grosbeak . 
Purple Finch 
White-throated Sparrow ... 
Song Sparrow 
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pecker, 3 (12); Cardinal, 2 (8); Am. Goldfinch, 2 
(8); Black Duck, 1 (4); Blue Jay, 1 (4); White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 1 (4); Cooper's Hawk, +; Gos- 
hawk, +; Sparrow Hawk, +; Ring-necked Pheasant, 
+; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Brown Creeper, +; 
Robin, +; Purple Finch, +; White-throated Sparrow, 
+. Average Total: 62 birds (density, 248 per 100 
acres). Remarks: A summary of five previous studies, 
1953-1958, was prepared by D. E. Burton. A flock of 
House Sparrows and Starlings, recorded on every trip 
at a feeding station on the route, is responsible for 
this year's considerable increase in density. Numbers 
of other species were fairly average; an increase in 
Downy Woodpeckers was countered by a decrease in 
Hairy Woodpeckers. At least three other feeding 
‘tations were operated in the area, but the additional 
Species seen visiting them—Downy Woodpecker, 
Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Brown Creeper, Cardinal and Slate-colored Junco— 
were found more frequently in other parts of the 
ravine. Starling, House Sparrow, Downy Woodpecker 
and Black-capped Chickadee were recorded on every 
tip, while Cardinal and Slate-colored Junco were 
seen On seven trips each. The three predators were 
each found on one occasion only: the Sparrow Hawk 
on - 13, Goshawk on Feb. 5, and Cooper's Hawk 
on Feb. 22 


Rd., Torontv 7, Ont. (See Table 1, p. 330). 


Miss BARBARA STUPART, 48 Russell Hill ' 


4. SLASHED WHITE PINE FOREST.—Loca- 
tion: About 14 mile east of Webster Corner, Lisbon, 
Maine. Size: 67 acres. Description of Area: See 
Audubon Field Notes 6:317 (1952) and 7:356-7 
(1953). Water: None available at any time this 
season. Foon: A fine crop of hemlock, tamarack, and 
white pine cones. Weather: A very cold December 
and early January; the rest of the period was normal. 
No complete thaws this season. From 6 to 24 inches 
of snow throughout the period. Average temperature 
about 20° F. (—15° to 45°). Coverage: Dec. 20, 22 
25, 29; Jan. 3, 11, 25; Feb. 1. Total: 8 trips, 12 man- 
hours. Census: Black-capped Chickadee, 6 (9); 
Evening Grosbeak, 3 (4); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
2 (3); Ruffed Grouse, 1 (1); Blue Jay, 1 (1); Pine 
Grosbeak, 1 (1); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (1); Tree Spar- 
row, 1 (1); Pileated Woodpecker, +; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, +; Northern Shrike, 
+; Purple Finch, +; Slate-colored Junco, +. Aver- 
age Total: 16 birds (density, 26 per 100 acres). 
Remarks: The Evening Grosbeaks were generally seen 
flying over and probably fed very little inside the 
tract—DoucGLass H. Morse, Star Route, Lisbon, 
Maine. 


5. WEEDY FIELDS, BRUSH, AND MARSH. 
—Location: A long, rather narrow strip of land 
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Table 1. Census No. 3 








Species 





Starling 6 
House Sparrow ........ 
American Goldfinch .... 
Blk.-capped Chickadee 
Cardinal Peas 
Slate-colored Junco 
Downy Woodpecker 
Pine Siskin . 
Blue Jay 
Purple Finch 
Black Duck . 
Hairy Woodpecker 
American Crow 
White-br. Nuthatch .... 
Common Redpoll ... 
Great Horned Owl 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Mallard 
Sharp-shinned Hawk . 
Cooper’s Hawk ... 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk . 5: 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Barred Owl 
Yellow-sh. Flicker 
Brown Creeper . 
Winter Wren 
Robin 
Water Pipit 
Northern Shrike 
Evening Grosbeak .. 
White-winged Crossbill 
Oregon Junco 
White-throated Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
Density, birds per 

100 acres ... i, SGD 168 188 116 
Average birds per trip .. 40 42 47 29 
Total species 20: 235 16 








lying between the Cambridge Cemetery and the 
Charles River, in Cambridge, Massachusetts; named 
“Hell’s Half-acre’’ by Bernard DeVoto. Size: 16 
acres. Description of Area: This area is one of the 
few relatively natural areas left in Cambridge. The 
area is open, with much of the ground cover being 
weedy herbaceous plants. There is a permanent pond, 
about 3/4 acre in size, adjacent to the edge of the 
cemetery; about a third of the pond is occupied by 
emergent marsh plants. There are two temporary 
ponds and a few short ditches close by but nearer the 
river, in the north end of the tract. The land averages 
about three feet above river level (very close to sea 
level); it rises abruptly to form a steep slope along 
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the edge of the cemetery. The northern postion of hin 
slope is about 15-20 feet above river | and is 
occupied chiefly by trees 35-50 feet high and brush: 
one portion adjacent to the pond is covered by 
weedy plants, (about 85 per cent pigweed (Cheny. 
podium album) four to six feet high. The rest of this 
slope is much lower. A ditch, partially filled with 
water, runs the whole length of the area lying south 
and southwest of the pond; it runs at the base of the 
slope. An old dirt road runs from one end of the 
tract to the other; five small trickles cross it. There 
are a few ridges of peat and clay, chiefly at the north 
end, and not more than five feet above the flatter 
areas. A steep, narrow ridge runs northward from the 
outlet of the pond, and is 15 feet or so at its highest 
A dump existed up to two years ago at the north end 
Fires occasionally occur during the winter, but do 
little or no damage and never burn more than 1; acre 
The dominant herbaceous plants of the ridges and the 
flatter areas are Red-top (Agrostis alba), Spheno- 
pholis obtusata, Three-awn (Aristida oligantha) 
clovers (Trifolium pratense, T. hybridum, T. repens, 
T. arvense), goldenrods (Solidago rugosa, S. gramini- 
folia, S. odora, §. canadensis), Smooth Aster (Aster 
laevis), Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare),  Sticktight 
(Bidens frondosa), bush clovers (Lespedeza capitata, 
L. virginica), Butter-and-eggs (Linaria vulgaris), po- 
tentillas, Chicory (Cichorium Intybus), White Sweet 
Clover (Melilotus alba), and Evening Primrose 
(Ocenothera biennis); there are many less common 
species. In the former dump, the last three species are 
numerous; Prickly Lettuce (Lactuca scariola), Rag- 
weed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia), Cocklebur (Xanth- 
ium chinense), Quackgrass (Agropyron repens), 
Field Sow-thistle (Sonchus arvensis) and other plants 
are important. Occurring chiefly on burned-over, rather 
bare areas are Switchgrass (Panicum capillare), smatt- 
weeds (Polygonum spp.), and Fireweed (Erechtites 
hieracifolia). Salt-meadow grass (Spartina patens) is 
locally important; it must be a relict from the days 
when the Charles River was tidal. Spartina pectinata 
and smartweeds dominate the temporary ponds and 
their vicinity. The long ditch is chiefly occupied by 
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria), Hairy Wil- 
low-herb (Epilobium hirsutum), and rushes (Juncus, 
4 spp.). The emergent marsh plants are about 95 
per cent cattails (Typha latifolia, T. glauca), with some 
Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata). Brush occupies 
about a tenth of the area; European Birches (Betula 
alba) 8 to 12 ft. high are most numerous. Staghorn 
Sumac (Rhus typhina) and Wild Cherry (Prunus 
serotina) are also common; there are a few blackberry 
tangles. The trees are mostly Black Oak (Quercus 
velutina), Wild Cherry, and White Poplar (Populus 
alba). Greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia) is common 
under the trees. Scientific names from Gray's Manual 
of Botany, 8th Ed. Foon: An abundant crop of fruits 
on virtually all the herbs mentioned above, also on 
the birches. Norway Rats and Meadow Voles were 
seen occasionally and probably are common; the for- 
mer prefer dumpy places along the edge of the ceme- 
tery. WATER: Unavailable most of December; fre- 
quently available after Christmas. Weather: Decem- 
ber coldest since 1917; below freezing twelve con- 
secutive days. January and February with alternate 
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-m and cold spells. January mean 17° below nor- 
al, February 1-15 about 12° below normal. Extremes: 
(Feb. 9) and 62° (Jan. 22). Data from U. S. 
Weather Bureau at Boston, four miles east. Very 
tle snow fell, and it usually melted within a day or 
of The worst storm took place Feb. 9-10; snow, 
zing tain, and more snow fell; total accumulation 
; snow, about four inches. Coverage: Dec. 23, 27; 
ig 3, 13, 20, 23, 25, 29; Feb. 3, 15. Total: 10 trips, 
veraging about 1 2/3 hours each. All trips in after- 
a except for Feb. 15, which began about 11:30 
.y. Census: Song Sparrow, 22 (138); Tree Spar- 
ow. 5 (31); Sparrow Hawk, 1 (6); Ring-necked 
Pheasant, 1 (6); Great Blue Heron, +; Starling, +; 
Am. Goldfinch, +. Average Total: 29 birds (181 
+t 100 acres). Remarks: The Song Sparrows weve 
ey dificult to count, as they would hug the dense 
veeds or the ground; best results were obtained when 
they few one by one across some wide opening. This 
curred on only five census trips; the counts made on 
thee trips are the only ones used in the census 
sabulation. The maximum listed was 26 (Jan. 13); 16 
vere counted after the ice storm; one was heard 
singing that day. The majority of the sparrows pre- 
ferred the patch of dense weeds west of the pond, and 
showed a marked tendency to return to this area after 
aving been chased out. The heavy crop of weed 
eds must have made it attractive. Away from the 
pond, the sparrows preferred the dumpy area at the 
north end. Both species of sparrows were seen on 
every trip. There were two Sparrow Hawks, only one 
pet trip (excluding Jan. 29) except for Feb. 15 when 
both were seen. They obviously forage for food over 
a wider area. The Great Blue Heron was seen twice, 
Jan. 3 and Feb. 15; the goldfinch also was seen on 
Feb. 15. Pheasants were noted chiefly from their 
tracks and ranged over most of the area; two were 
seen on Jan. 3. Starling frequently flew over the tract 
it perched on the oak trees but fed off the tract; an 
iverage number per trip would be about 10. One was 
seen drying itself Feb. 15. Herring Gulls also were 
frequent overhead visitors, average number about 6. 
Two Mallards were seen flying over twice. A Rock 
Dove and a Great Black-backed Gull also were seen 
fying over once-—RICHARD M. SIMMERS, JR., 62 
Buckingham St., Cambridge, Mass. 


6. MIXED HARDWOOD-HEMLOCK FOR- 
EST.—Location: 44° 19’ N., 75° 27’ W.; 114 miles 
southeast of Gouverneur, N. Y. Size: 28 acres. De- 
scription of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 9:295 
(1955). Weather: Temperature (during study 
bh urs): extremes —5° to +31° F., average about 9° 
F. General weather: Cold. with periods of severe sub- 
zero temperatures, snowfall heavy, maximum cover 30 
n. Coverage: Dec. 14, 17, 21 27, 31; Jan. 3, 
‘0, 18, 23, 31: Feb. 8. Total: 12 trips, averaging one 
hour each; all between 7:30 and 9 A.M. Census: See 
table. Figures in parentheses are average counts; 
ther figures are densities. Remarks: Ruffed Grouse 
“arcest in five years, only one individual seen. As 


“uring the previous winter, Evening Grosbeaks flew 


VE lariv fr 
er regularly from roost south of area—JOHN B. 
ELKNAP, 92 Clinton St., Gouverneur, N. Y. 








Species 


Black-cap. Chickadee 38 
Am. Goldfinch .... 19 4 (1) 
Evening Grosbeak .. 17 3 36(10) 
White-br. Nuthatch . 3 d 4 (1) 
Hairy Woodpecker i 
Ruffed Grouse 
Blue Jay 
Tree Sparrow 
Brown Creeper 
Starling 
White-wg. Crossbill . 
Purple Finch 
Downy Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpecker . 
Golden-cr. Kinglet . . 
Snow Bunting 
Hawk (Buteo sp.) .. 
Great Horned Owl . 
Herring Gull 
Northern Shrike 


50(14) 


Density, birds per 
100 acres 

Number of trips . . . 

Number of species . 








7. FLOODPLAIN FOREST AND EDGE.—Lo- 
cation: Northwest corner of Cranford, New Jersey. 
Size: 31 acres (roughly triangular). Description of 
Area: See Audubon Field Notes 12:309 (1958). 
Weather: (based on U. S. Weather Bureau reports 
from Newark, N. J. Airport, about 12 miles north- 
east): Average monthly temperatures were: Dec. 
29.2°; Jan. 31.4°; Feb. 31.6°. The 1958-59 winter 
was somewhat colder than the preceding year par- 
ticularly during December. Precipitation was sub- 
stantially higher during 1957-58. There were 8.5 
inches of snow and sleet in a three-month period. 
Coverage: Dec. 15, 20, 26, 27; Jan. 3, 10, 24, 31; 
Feb. 7. Total: 9 trips, averaging 2 hours each. 
Census: Starling, 18 (58); Slate-colored Junco, 5 
(16); Mourning Dove, 5 (16); Tufted Titmouse, 
4 (13); Field Sparrow, 3 (10); Cardinal, 2 (6); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 1 (3); Downy Woodpecker, 
1 (3); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (3); Song Spar- 
row, 1 (3); Mallard, +; Common Crow, +; White- 
throated Sparrow, +; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Brown 
Creeper, +; Robin, +; Am. Goldfinch, +. Average 
Total: 41 birds (density, 132 per 100 acres). Re- 
marks: The correlation of density of population with 
distribution of shrubs and weeds was similar to last 
year. Human habitation has moved 30 to 50 yards 
closer to the census area since last year. An increase in 
starling was noted with flocks of 25 to 40 roosting in 
the area. The chickadee population was noticeably 
lower. Mallards apparently moved downstream to 
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where they were hand fed. There was a noticeable in- 
crease in the Mourning Dove population with as 
many as 26 counted feeding in the census area. The 
Blue Jay population unaccountably disappeared en- 
tirely. The data in general, however, do not bear out 
the reported decrease in the number of birds in the 
area which has received attention in the newspapers, 
nor does it check with the very marked decrease in 
visitors to my feeders— FARRIs S. SWACKHAMER, 10 
Herning Avenue, Cranford, N. J. 


8. FRESH-WATER PONDS AND SHRUB 
SWAMP BORDERS.—Location: Takanassee Lake, 
Long Branch, New Jersey. Size: 60 acres; 25 acres of 
water, 35 acres of bushy or swampy borders. Descrip- 
tion of Area: Originally described in Audubon Field 
Notes 2:160-161 (1948). Little changed during the 
last year. Weather: Temperature averaged around 
freezing, with a mixture of very pleasant and cold 
days. Ice on all trips; at times the ponds were 90 per 
cent frozen and there was light snow on one trip. 
Foop: Land food was always available but the visible 
supply did not appear above normal. There was always 
a little open water for the use of ducks and coots; on 
some days the open area was several acres. Coverage: 
Jen. 14, 15, 16, 19, 21, 24, 27, 30; Feb. 3, 5. 


Total: 10 trips, 12 hours. Census: FRESH-WATER 


Ponpbs: Herring Gull, 66 (264); Mallard, 46 (184); 
Black Duck, 35 (140); Bonaparte’s Gull, 32 (128); 
Ring-necked Duck, 26 (104); Am. Coot, 13 (52); 
Am. Widgeon, 12 (48); Ring-billed Gull, 6 (24); 
Great Black-backed Gull, 5 (20); Ruddy Duck, 3 
(12); Redhead, 2 (8); Greater Scaup, 1 (4) ; Horned 


Grebe, +; Common Goldeneye, +; Common Mer- 
ganser, +. SHRUB SWAMP BorperRs: Starling, 14 
(40) ; Song Sparrow, 4 (11); Common Crow, 3 (9); 
Mourning Dove, 2 (6); Myrtle Warbler, 2 (6); 
Sparrow Hawk, 1 (3); Carolina Chickadee, 1 (3); 
Redwinged Blackbird, 1 (3); Cardinal, 1 (3) ; White- 
throated Sparrow, 1 (3); Ring-necked Pheasant, +; 
Downy Woodpecker, +; Blue Jay, +; Fish Crow, +; 
Carolina Wren, +; Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; 
House Sparrow, +; Brown-headed Cowbird, +; Am. 
Goldfinch, +; Slate-colored Junco, +. Average 
Total: PoNps: 247 birds (density, 988 per 100 
acres); SHRUB SWAMP Borpers: 30 birds (density, 
86 per 100 acres). Remarks: December was a cold 
month with subnormal temperatures on all but three 
or four days. Early January continued on the same 
pattern so it seemed that all birds, using the cold 
weather as the basis for going farther south, should 
have departed. By starting on Jan. 14, the hope was 
that only those birds here for the winter would most 
likely be found. It worked out very well and only 
two species found on the first day failed to appear at 
a later date. Most of the birds located seemed to be 
settled on the territory for the winter season. The 
total lapse of time under recorded observation was 23 
days. This meant fewer total species (35) than in 
recent years (42 in 1958, 40 in 1957 and 45 in 1956) 
but seemingly a much clearer picture of the wintering 
birds at this particular locality. One new species, the 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, raised the total to 84 for 
the 12-year period. The Bonaparte’s Gulls were par- 
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ticularly mumerous this year. Myrtle 

of regular occurrence as was the cas: 
previous to that year—GEORGE M. See! 
row Wilson Homes, Long Branch, N. | 


rblers were 
1950 and 
15 W ood. 


9. MIXED FARMLAND.—Location: In Weg 
Vincent and East Pikeland Townships near Kimberton, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. Size: 65 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 9:297 
(1955). Weather: Temperatures ranged from 24° 
53°, averaging 34°. Ground was frozen on three trips 
and thawing on three. Coverage: Dec. 30; Jan. 12 
14, 23, 31; Feb. 5. Total: 6 trips, averaging Thess 
each. Census: Starling, 31 (48); Canada Goose. 13 
(20); Common Crow, 11 (17); Slate-colored Junco. 
9 (14); House Sparrow, 8 (12); White-throated 
Sparrow, 5 (8); Blue Jay, 4 (6); Cardinal, 3 (5): 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 3 (5); Ring-necked Pheasant. 
2 (3); Downy Woodpecker, 2 (3); Tufted Titmouse. 
1 (2); Eastern Bluebird, 1 (2); Turkey Vulture, +: 
Red-tailed Hawk, +; Red-shouldered Hawk +: Mourn. 
ing Dove, +; Hairy Woodpecker, +; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, +; Mockingbird, +; Am. Goldfinch, + 
Average Total: 108 birds (density, 167 per 100 
acres). Remarks: The lack of unharvested corn prob- 
ably accounts for the scarcity of Mourning Doves and 
the lack of Eastern Meadowlarks. Although there was 
an abundance of natural food, the early cold weather 
seems to have driven fall lingerers southward, for 
the whole section reported fewer birds this year. Three 
Tufted Titmice visited the feeder daily, but were seen 
only once on the census. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was 
at the feeder daily during January, but was not seen 
on any census trip. The Mockingbird, which was seen 
on only one census trip, roosted in the area —MRrs. C 
K. BRYAN, Box 274, Kimberton, Pa. 


10. MIXED OAK FOREST.—Location: On the 
Loch Raven watershed of the Baltimore Bureau ot 
Water Supply, 1.5 miles, course 330° from Loch 
Raven Station, Baltimore County, Maryland. Size: 40 
acres. Description of Area: See Audubon Field Not 
10:293 (1956) and 12:310 (1958). In April of 1958 
fire swept over about 8 acres along the northern 
boundary of the area. There was a complete kill of all 
above-ground parts of undergrowth, all saplings and 
many trees. During the summer a light to moderate 
growth of herbaceous plants appeared such as P*)- 
tolacca americana, Acalypha virginica, Erechtites hier- 
acifolia, and Panicum spp. Some woody plants te- 
sumed growth from roots (e.g., Kalmia latifolia, and 
Acer rubrum) and many seedlings of Liriodendron 
tulipifera and Sassafras albidum appeared. In the fall 
dead standing timber was removed leaving in the 
burned area less than 50 per cent canopy cover 
Foop: The weedy growth in the burned area pro- 
duced a seed supply greater than any previously seen 
In the remainder of the area the acorn supply was 
low. Viburnum fruits were fairly numerous. Weather: 
During the 40-day study period there were 7 days 
on which the temperature failed to rise above freezing 
and 6 days on which the temperature failed to fal 
below freezing. The temperature range was 5 to 63 
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~yburban records. Coverage: Dec.. 30, 31; Jan. 3, 
) 18, 23, 31: Feb. 7. Total: 8 trips, averaging 
ron 100 minutes each. Census: Slate-colored Junco, 
5 (13); Downy Woodpecker, 3 (8); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 2 (5); Tufted Titmouse; 2 (5); White- 
weasted Nuthatch, 1 (3); Carolina Wren, 1 (3); 
White-throated Sparrow, 1 (3); Turkey Vulture, +; 
Common Crow, +; Blue Jay, + ; Carolina Chickadee, 
_- Cardinal, +. Average Total: 15 birds (density, 
38 per 100 acres). Remarks: The Downy and Red- 
bellied Woodpeckers were observed on all 8 trips, 
White-breasted Nuthatch and Carolina Wren on 5 
rips, Slate-colored Junco and Tufted Titmouse on 4 
trips, White-throated Sparrow and Hairy Woodpecker 
a 2 trips; all other species on 1 trip only. The posi- 
tion of the junco and sparrow in this count seems to 
be a result of the combination of the 1957 thinning 
and the 1958 burning, neither species appearing in 
‘he two counts taken previously to these events. The 
ow rank of the Carolina Chickadee this year deserves 
notice but has no clear explanation—HAVvEN KOLB, 
The Natural History Society of Maryland, 2101 Bolton 
§t.. Baltimore, Md. 


ll. MIXED HARDWOOD FOREST.—Loca- 
tion: Calvert County, Maryland, northwest of Plum 
Point and one mile inland from Chesapeake Bay on 
both sides of dirt road between State Routes 263 on 
the south and 261 on the north. The north border is 
northern boundary of wooded tract owned by A. D. 
Neeld. This is a new study area. Size: 28 acres. De- 
scription of Area: This is a mixed hardwood forest 
with some pine. The area is nearly rectangular about 
1550 to 1600 feet north and south and 750 to 850 
feet east and west. The east boundary is just 
west of a ridge that slopes sharply to the west to 
i 100-foot wide bottom area crossed lengthwise by a 
'- to 4-foot creek. The land rises for a distance 
f 500 to 600 feet to another ridge which is cut 
by 11 ravines that are filled with low growth and 
honeysuckle. The west boundary of the area stops 150 
feet beyond a dirt road thru the area, running north 
and south on the ridge, and ends in an even slope 
downward to the west in an area which is mostly pine. 
[he principal trees are oaks, tulip trees, hickory, beech, 
hornbeam, gum, sycamore, birch and some holly and 
pine. Bayberry, blackberry, honeysuckle, _ briers, 
sumach, and varied grasses and weeds are the main 
‘ow growth. A more detailed study of the flora will 
de made. The trees vary in height up to 60 or 70 feet 
and up to 11, feet DBH. The area was logged 4 or 5 
years ago. Considerable timber lies on the ground, 
some being remnants from logging. Several dead 
chestnut trees remain standing. The elevation is from 
20 feet in the bottom to 100 feet on the north-south 
ridge. The area is surrounded by mostly similar terri- 
tory. The general area is located in tobacco raising 
Country and a seed bed for use next spring is located 
in the south side of one of the ridges. Human habi- 
tations are remote. Several small trash dumps are 
‘cated on the dirt road. Weather: The first part of 


January was generally cold with the ground and water 
areas frozen. Light snow occurred on the 16th and 
27th. The cold spells were broken by mild days on 
the 21st (69° F.), 25th (61° F.), and the 30th 
(57° F.). The remaining days to the end of the census 
period were mostly clear with average temperatures. 
The temperatures on census days varied between 34° 
and 46° F. except 61° F. on Jan. 25. Except for two, 
the census days were clear. The ground was bare. 
Coverage: Jan. 11, 24, 25, 31; Feb. 1, and 7. The 
six trips averaged 1 hour and 40 minutes and started 
between the hours of 12:30 and 4.30 P.M. Census: 
White-throated Sparrow, 26 (93); Cardinal, 11 (39); 
Robin, 5 (18); Bobwhite, 3 (11); Carolina Chicka- 
dee, 3 (11); Tufted Titmouse, 3 (11); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 3 (11); Myrtle Warbler, 3 
(11); Downy Woodpecker, 2 (7); Common 
Crow, 2 (7); Cedar Waxwing, 2 (7); Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, 1 (4); Hairy Woodpecker, 
1 (4); Brown Creeper, 1 (4); Carolina Wren, 1 
(4); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (4); Mourning Dove, +; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, +; Hermit Thrush, +. 
Average Total: 68 birds (density, 243 per 100 
acres). Remarks: A total of 9 Turkey Vultures oc- 
curred over the area on 3 trips, and 4 Black Vultures 
on 2 trips. It should be noted that the high Robin 
count was due to the occurrence of a single flock on 
Jan. 24. Other species also occurring only once were 
Mourning Dove, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, and Her- 
mit Thrush. Species occurring on every trip were 
Downy Woodpecker, Cardinal, and White-throated 
Sparrow. The last named bird was the most abundant 
species and along with the Cardinal occurred in the 
dense habitats in the ravines. There was an absence of 
flocking among any of the other species. The only 
mammals observed were a single rabbit and a single 
gray squirrel JOHN H. Fates, 1917 Elkhart Street, 
Silver Spring, Md. 


12. MATURE DECIDUOUS FLOODPLAIN 
FOREST.—Location: Glen Echo, Maryland, 21 
miles northwest of the District of Columbia, between 
the C. and O. Canal and the Potomac River. Size: 
44.1 acres. Description of the Area: See Audubon 
Field Notes 2:153-156 (1948). The land is a fairly 
flat strip along the river, supporting a heavy growth 
of deciduous hardwoods 80 to 100 feet high. Cover- 
age: Twelve trips: Dec. 13; Jan. 3, 4 (2 trips), 18, 
24 (2 trips), 25, 31 (2 trips); Feb. 7 (2 trips). The 
trips averaged 2.6 hours each and occurred between the 
hours of 7:45 A.M. and 12:45 p.M. Census: Starling. 
20 (45); Carolina Chickadee, 14 (32); Tufted Tit- 
mouse, 13 (29); Downy Woodpecker, 5 (11); Com- 
mon Crow, 4 (9); White-breasted Nuthatch, 4 (9); 
Carolina Wren, 4 (9); Cardinal, 4 (9); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 2 (5); Brown Creeper, 2 (5); Slate- 
colored Junco, 2 (5); White-throated Sparrow, 2 (5); 
Turkey Vulture, 1 (2); Pileated Woodpecker, 1 (2); 
Blue Jay, 1 (2); Winter Wren, 1 (2); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 1 (2); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (2); Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Mourning Dove, +; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, +; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, +; Hairy 
Woodpecker, +; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, +; Purple 
Finch, +; Song Sparrow, +. Average Total: 82 
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birds (density, 186 per 100 acres). Remarks: Seen 
on the water near the area: Horned Grebe, Great Blue 
Heron, Mallard, American Merganser, Ring-billed 
Gull, Belted Kingfisher. On the basis of the curve 
showing the abundance of birds in this area since 
1948, it was predicted last year that 1959 would show 
a drop in abundance. This occurred for the total of 
birds, not counting Starlings. Starlings, although they 
experienced a drop last year, have been on the increase 
in this area since 1956 and continued to show increase 
this year with their highest abundance of 45 birds per 
100 acres. Other species unusually abundant this year 
are the Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, and Cardinal. 
The total number of species recorded, 26, is about the 
same as usual. It was expected that a highway being 
built across the canal from this area might affect the 
number of birds recorded this year, but no definite 
changes are apparent as yet, unless the increase of 
Starling is being accelerated by the presence of the 
highway building activities——JOAN M. CRISWELL as- 
sisted by GLapys CLARKE, MORGAN’ GILBERT, 
KATHERINE GOODPASTURE, KATHERINE KEELEY, 
RICHARD and JAMES MIDDLETON, and HARRIET SUT- 
TON, Audubon Society of the District of Columbia, 
202 Benjamin Franklin Station, Washington 4, D. C. 


13. UPLAND HARDWOOD FOREST WITH 
SCATTERED PINES.—Location: Rock Creek Park, 
Washington, D. C., lying south of the Military Road 
and west of Rock Creek. Size: 80 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 2:153-156 
(1948). The area is sloping and drained by four gul- 
lies 30 to 40 feet deep. A narrow road crosses the 


area. The soil is heavy clay, well drained, dry in the 
highland, and moist in the gullies and lower slopes; 
it supports a well-stocked forest mostly oak, tulip tree, 
beech and hickory. Coverage: Dec. 27; Jan. 4, 10, 


14, 16, 17, 18 (2 tips)... 19; 24, 2 

trips), 2, 5, 8 (3 trips). The 20 trips averaged 2.5 
hours and occurred between the hours of 8 A.M. and 
5 p.M. Census: Tufted Titmouse, 20 (25); Carolina 
Chickadee, 14 (18); White-breasted Nuthatch, 8 
(10); Slate-colored Junco, 6 (8); Downy Wood- 
pecker, 4 (5); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3 (4); Com- 
mon Crow, 3 (4); Cardinal, 3 (4); Carolina Wren, 2 
(3); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2 (3); Purple Finch, 
1 (1); Turkey Vulture, 1 (1); Brown Creeper, 1 
(1); Eastern Bluebird, 1 (1); Starling, 1 (1) ; White- 
throated Sparrow, 1 (1); Red-tailed Hawk, +; 
Mourning Dove, +; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, +; 
Hairy Woodpecker, +; Blue Jay, +; Black-capped 
Chickadee, +; Winter Wren, +; Mockingbird, +. 
Average Total: 71 birds (density, 89 per 100 acres). 
Total species: 24. Remarks: Last year it was esti- 
mated that 1957 marked the low point of a cycle in 
this area and that the wintering population would 
show an increase in 1959. This has occurred, the 
population having nearly equaled its highest point 
of 90 birds per hundred acres in 1953. Next year 
there should be a decrease unless the recently completed 
riding stable on the western edge is causing some in- 
crease by driving birds into the area. Birds which 
showed definite increase this year were the Tufted Tit- 
mouse and White-breasted Nuthatch. The junco which 
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varies a great deal in numbers was at a hic 
year—JOAN H. CRISWELL, assisted 
CLARKE, MorRILL and MARGARET Don 
GAN GILBERT, KATHERINE GOOpPASTU; 
SCOTT, JAMES MIDDLETON, Lois Morcan 
PyLe, and HARRIET SUTTON, Audubon S 
District of Columbia, 202 Benjamin Fra) 
Washington 4, D. C. 
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14. HARDWOOD-SOFTWOOD FOREST. 
Location: North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Size: 
40 acres. Description of Area: Tract fully described 
in Audubon Field Notes 8:280-281 (1954), except 
that the area has been doubled on each side. The onh 
change, except for natural reforestation, has been the 
cutting of a strip, 30 feet wide, along one boundary 
for a sewer line. This removed the forest from an area 
20 feet wide by some 400 feet long. Weather: Tem. 
peratures during the census period ranged from 12 
to 70° with a mean of 43.57°. Precipitation amounted 
to 2.08 inches with one 2.5 inch snowfall. Coverage: 
Jan. 10, 14, 20,.27; Feb. 6, 10. Total: 6 trips, averag- 
ing 214 hours per trip. Census: Common Crow, 14 
(35); Tufted Titmouse, 5 (13); White-throated 
Sparrow, 5 (13); Carolina Wren, 4 (10); Carolina 
Chickadee 4 (10); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2 (5): 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (3); Downy Woodpecker, 1 
(3): Blue Jay, 1 (3); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 
(3); Brown Creeper, 1 (3); Winter Wren, 1 (3); 
Eastern Bluebird, 1 (3); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 
(3); Cardinal, 1 (3); Purple Finch, 1 (3); Rufous. 
sided Towhee, 1 (3); Field Sparrow, 1 (3); Song 
Sparrow, 1 (3); Cooper's Hawk, +; Pileated Wood. 
pecker, +; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, +; Hair 
Woodpecker, +; Robin, +; Hermit Thrush, +; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, ++; Myrtle Warbler, + 
Average Total: 47 birds (density, 118 per 100 
acres). Remarks: In comparison with the census 
of 1957-58 there is a decline both in number of 
species and number of individuals. The present census 
lists 27 species while that of a year ago listed 31 
species. Average total for the 1959 census is 47 birds 
while that of the 1957-58 season was 70. Density for 
this year is 118 per 100 acres while that of a year ago 
was 175 per 100 acres. The cold winter of 1957-58 
was undoubtedly a factor in reducing the count of 
this season but there are other factors. The acorn crop 
this year was a failure and there were few beechnuts 
Natural reforestation has resulted in the disappearance 
of weeds except in a very small area. Few if any cones 
matured and there were almost no holly berries. The 
dogwood fruit disappeared early. The debris from 
lumbering operations has, to a large extent, decayed 
Species that have declined in number are Mourning 
Dove (absent), Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse 
Robin, Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Car- 
dinal, Purple Finch, Slate-colored Junco (absent), and 
Song Sparrow. Those that have increased are Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, Common Crow, and Field Spat- 
row. The last is an example of how misleading 3 
count on a small area can be, for within a two-mile 
radius the Field Sparrow is noticeably less numerous 
than in former winters. A decline in Hairy and Downy 
Woodpeckers in the census area also was noted but 
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pis could be correlated with the decay of the debris 
‘om the lumbering operations of 1953.—WENDELL 
° smitH, Nor?) Wilkesboro, N. C. 

15. CULTIVATED FIELD.—Location: One mile 
west of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Size: 
150 acres. Description of Area: Fully described in 
tudubon Field Notes 12:311 (1958). Weather: Dur- 
ing the census period the temperature ranged from 12° 
.» 68° with a mean of 41.58°. Precipitation amounted 
«) 1.88 inches with one snowfall of 2.5 inches and 
snother of 0.5 inch. Coverage: Jan. 2, 7, 13, 18, 26; 
Feb. 2. Total: 6 trips, averaging two hours each. 
Census: Mourning Dove, 22 (15); Common Crow, 
19 (13); Eastern Meadowlark, 18 (12); Starling, 8 
(5); Eastern Bluebird, 3 (2); Horned Lark, 1 (1); 
Myrtle Warbler, 1 (1); Common Grackle, 1 (1); 
Cardinal, 1 (1); Slate-colored Junco, 1 (1); Field 
Sparrow, 1 (1); White-throated Sparrow, 1 (1); 
Red-tailed Hawk, +; Sparrow Hawk, +; Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, +-; Mockingbird, +; Robin, +; 
Savannah Sparrow, +; Song Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: 77 birds (density, 51 per 100 acres). Re- 
marks: The effect of the hard winter of 1957-58 is 
evident in the census of this area but there is another 
factor. The 100 acres of corn were harvested and the 
land left unploughed until spring in the 1957-58 
season; but this last fall, the entire area was disc 
harrowed and 80 per cent of it was later ploughed. 
This left almost no waste corn, the principal item of 
food of the large number of Mourning Doves which 
increased the count last year. A possible additional 
factor was the early disappearance of hackberry fruit 
from the bordering river bank. The season of 1958-59 
ists three more species than the winter of 1957-58. 
The number of individuals declined from 195 in the 
census of a year ago to 77 in the present census and the 
density per 100 acres from 130 to 51. Species showing 
a decline are Mourning Dove, Eastern Meadowlark, 
Cardinal, Purple Finch, Field Sparrow, and Song 
Sparrow. Those species showing a gain are Horned 
Lark, Eastern Bluebird, and Starling. Killdeer, Rusty 
Blackbird, and Am. Goldfinch, present in the census 
fa year ago, are missing from the present count. 
Red-tailed Hawk, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Myrtle 
Warbler, and Purple Finch, missing from the count of 
last year, are present in the census of 1959.—WEN- 
DELL B. SMITH, North Wilkesboro, N. C. 


16. FRESH-WATER MARSH AND ADJA- 
CENT YOUNG SWAMP FOREST.—Location: 
Delaware Dam Wildlife area, 4 miles north of 
Delaware, Troy Township, Delaware County, Ohio. 
Size: Approximately 36 acres. Description of Area: 


A willow-cattail marsh grading into a young 
swamp forest at northern end, surrounded by open, 
weedy fields. Fully described by Cox in Audubon 
Field Notes 10:295-296 (1956). In the present 
census, as in the previous two, an open area com- 
prising about 6 acres at the southeastern corner of 
the original :ract was omitted. During the previous 
summer a held adjacent to the northern end of the 
castern boundary was planted in corn and harvested. 
Weather: A rding to data from the weather station 
at Delaware. Ohio, in comparison to the average 


monthly temperature of the previous ten years, Decem- 
ber and January were 8.4° and 4.0° F., respectively, 
below average while February was 2.2° F. above 
average. There was one inch or more of snow cover 
on three of the first four trips. A rainfall of more than 
five inches during Jan. 21-22, supplemented by the 
melting of a four-inch snowfall, caused widespread 
flooding. The study area is located just inside the dike 
of the Delaware Dam flood control reservoir and was 
submerged under about four feet of water. Freezing 
temperatures followed and the area was inaccessible 
for census until Feb. 5 when receding flood waters 
had left the entire area covered with large sheets of 
five-inch-thick ice resting on the ground. Coverage: 
Dec. 27; Jan. 2, 11, 17; Feb. 5. Trips were taken 
between 10:30 A.M. and 3:45 P.M. and averaged one 
hour and forty-five minutes in length. Census: Tree 
Sparrow, 106 (294); Song Sparrow, 12 (33); Car- 
dinal, 2 (6); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Carolina 
Chickadee, 1 (3); Swamp Sparrow, 1 (3); Marsh 
Hawk, +; Ring-necked Pheasant, +; Mourning Dove, 
+; Yellow-shafted Flicker, +; Tufted Titmouse, +: 
White-breasted Nuthatch, +. Average Total: 123 
birds (density, 342 per 100 acres). Remarks: Best 
counts indicate that the Tree Sparrow flock averaged 
about 160 individuals but was sometimes augmented 
by flocks from the surrounding area. The adjacent corn 
field provided a popular feeding area for Tree Spar- 
rows. Swamp Sparrows were not observed after the 
second trip. On the last trip when tract was under ice 
a total of only 11 Tree Sparrows, 3 Song Sparrows, 
and 1 Marsh Hawk were seen—RopeRIcK A. 
SUTHERS, 129 Griswold St., Delaware, Ohio. 


17. OAK-MAPLE FOREST AND FOREST- 
EDGE.—Location: 6 miles northeast of Champaign, 
Illinois. Size: 55-acre forest, plus 1.25 miles of edge. 
Description of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 2: 
151-152 (1948). Coverage: Dec. 20, 27; Jan. 10; 
Feb. 14, plus partial counts on Dec. 1, 5, 12, 19, 26. 
31; Jan. 9, 16. Total party-hours: 31. Census: Forest- 
INTERIOR SpeciES: Red-headed Woodpecker, 17 
(31); Downy Woodpecker, 9 (16); Brown Creeper, 
5 (9); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4 (7); Tufted Tit- 
mouse, 3 (5); Hairy Woodpecker, 2 (4); Carolina 
Wren, 2 (4); Evening Grosbeak, 2 (4); Barred Owl, 
1 (2); Great Horned Owl, 1 (2); Carolina Chicka- 
dee, 1 (2); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (2); Winter 
Wren, +; Purple Finch, +; Forest-EpGe Species 
(individuals per mile in parentheses): Tree Sparrow, 
45 (36); Starling, 22 (18); Slate-colored Junco, 16 
(13); Ring-necked Pheasant, 14 (11); Blue Jay, 8 
(6); Mourning Dove, 6 (5); Common Crow, 6 (5); 
House Sparrow, 5 (4); Cardinal, 4 (3); Song 
Sparrow, 4 (3); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 (2); Red- 
tailed Hawk, 1 (1); Rusty Blackbird, 1 (1). Average 
Total: Forest-INTERIOR: 48 birds (density, 87 per 
100 acres); Forest-EpGe: 134 birds (density, 107 
per mile). Remarks: The Evening Grosbeaks were 
positively identified on Jan. 10 and again on March 4. 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were more numerous in 
this area than in any other place in the vicinity.—S. 
CHARLES KENDEIGH and RALPH M. EIsEMAN, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 
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18. SHRUBBY FIELD AND LAKE.—Location: 
Red Hills Recreational Area, near Sumner, Illinois. 
Size: 40 acres northeast of Red Hill Lake plus 20 
acres of Lake and lake edge. Description of Area: 
See Audubon Field Notes 12:312-313 (1958). 
Weather: Maximum temperatures on count days 
ranged from 16° to 50°. The mean maximum tem- 
perature for the period of the count was 6° below 
normal. Snow covered the ground to a depth of 5 
inches on the first trip and two lesser snows occurred 
in January. Coverage: Dec. 22, 30; Jan. 24, 29; Feb. 
4, 8, 10. Total: 7 trips, averaging 114 hours each. 
Census: Slate-colored Junco, 13 (22); Tree Sparrow, 

(12); Am. Goldfinch, 4 (10); Blue Jay, 3 (5); 
Carolina Chickadee, 3 (5); Robin, 3 (5); Downy 


19. CITY PARK.—Location: 
Size: 33 acres 
Field Notes 
averaged 3.1° 
only 


Des Moines, Iowa. 

Description of Area: See Audubon 
9:302 (1955). Weather: December 
below normal and was very dry with 
.25 inch precipitation. From the Sth to the 15th 
the temperature ranged from -11° to 23°, averaging 
20° below normal. There was an inch or two of snow 
on the ground during the middle of the month. 
January was even colder, being 5.7° below normal, 
and had a .44 inch deficit in moisture. There were 
from 3 to 5 inches of snow on the ground the first 
half of the month and the remains of a 6-inch fall 
during the last week. The first 10 days of February 
were equally cold and dry. Temperature during hours 
of the census ranged from —9° to +42°, with a mean 
of 16.5°. Coverage: Dec. 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 25, 26, 
28; Jan, 1, 3,4, 10, 44, 17, 18; 24, 25, 303 Feb: 1 

Total: 20 trips, all between 9 and 10:30 A.M., 
averaging one hour each. Census: See 5-year summary 
table. Remarks: As in previous years, the trips before 
the census period did not affect the averages. Black- 
capped Chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatches, Tufted 
Titmice and Downy Woodpeckers were seen on all 
trips. Percentage-wise the summary shows what ap- 
pear to be important changes in population for several 
species, but when the numbers per 100 acres are con- 
verted to individuals seen, the variations are not 
great. For example, the House Sparrow was 12 per 
100 acres for 3 years and showed a 25 per cent in- 
crease to 15 this winter. In reality, this was only an 
increase of 4 to 5 individuals in the area. As the 
area has, in 5 years, undergone no 
changes that might affect the population, no drastic 
changes in numbers are to be expected. The decrease 
in the number of species reflects the absence in the Des 
Moines area of winter visitors such as Purple Finch, 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, etc., of which we usually 
have a few. During the 5-year period 92 trips were 
made between 9 and 11 a.M., all following the same 
route. Other than several very light snow flurries the 
only variables were temperature and sky cover. The 
weather at the time of 36 trips was designated as 


censused 


Woodpecker, 2 (3); Common Crow, 2? 
Bluebird, 2 (3); Field Sparrow, 2 | 
shafted Flicker, 1 (2); Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(2); Tufted Titmouse, 1 (2); Car Wren. 
(2); Cardinal, 1 (2); Cooper's Hawk, +: Reg. 
tailed Hawk, +; Rough-legged Hawh : Sparrow 
Hawk, +; Bobwhite, +; Yellow-bellicd Sapsucker 
+; Brown Creeper, +; Golden-crowned Kinglet. + 
Swamp Sparrow, +; Song Sparrow Average 
Total: 46 birds (density, 115 per 100 acres). A flock 
of 20 Robins was feeding on persimmons on Feb. 4 
—Mr. AND Mrs. CHARLES SCHERER, Mas. MINNIE 
HUNLEY and Mrs. Howarp SHAW (compiler), R. R. 
#2, Olney, Ill. 


); Eastern 
Yellow- 


cloudy as no shadows were cast, and 56 
made in some sunshine. The average number of ip. 
dividuals seen on cloudy days was 22.7, and on clear 
days, 29.9. A comparison of temperatures and num. 
bers of individuals seen shows a positive correlation 
between the two. These data zed as fol- 
lows: 


trips Were 


are summari 








Average 


Black-capped Chickadee 15 
Slate-colored Junco ... 12 
House Sparrow ....... 12 
White-breasted Nuthatch 9 
Tufted Titmouse 6 
Downy Woodpecker . 6 
Blue Jay 3 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 3 
Starling 

Barred Owl . 
Hairy W oodpecker Pet 
Yellow-shafted Flicker . 
Cardinal 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Song Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Brown Creeper 
Robin 
Purple Finch 
American Goldfinch . 
Red-breasted Nuthatch . 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Common Crow 
Winter Wren 
PC OMNI vices kas 





81(27) 
16(16) 


84 81 63 81 
Total number of species 25 17 20 17 18 
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These figures would seem to show that weather 
(ignoring rainy days, heavy snowfalls and extremely 


windy days) can have a decided effect on the results 
f a population study. An observer making a mini- 
um number of trips could have all “good” or all 
bad” days and conclude that the population is in- 
easing or decreasing, when such is not the case.— 
woopwarp H. BROWN, 4815 Ingersoll Ave., Des 
Moines, lowa. 


20. CITY CEMETERY.—Location: Glendale and 
Masonic Cemeteries (contiguous), Des Moines, Iowa. 
Size: The two cemeteries have an area of approxi- 
mately 165 acres. An area measuring 0.4 mile (auto 
speedometer) square and about 102 acres was chosen 
for censusing. Description of Area: A flat to rolling 
lawn cemetery with plantings ranging from moder- 
ately dense mature trees and shrubs on the south and 
east to undeveloped fields on the west and north. The 
census area includes most of the well-planted portion 
of the cemetery. About 20 per cent of the census 
slot is fairly open close-cut lawn; the remainder is 
planted with a wide variety of native and ornamental 
trees and shrubs, both deciduous and evergreen. The 
trees, in order of their decreasing abundance, are: 
American Elm (U/mus americana), Red or Green Ash 
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica), Basswood (Tilia sp.), 
Swamp Oak (Quercus bicolor), Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsuga taxifolia), Norway Maple (Acer 
platanoides), Pine Oak (Quercus palustris), Austrian 
Pine (Pinus nigra), Gray Birch (Betula populifolia), 
Scotch Pine (Pinus sylvestris), catalpa (Catalpa sp.), 
White Pine (Pinus strobus) together with various 
spruces, cedars, firs and smaller ornamental shrubs. 
About 70 per cent of the trees are deciduous. Names 
of trees from Petrides’ ‘‘Field Guide to Trees and 
Shrubs” with aid in identification by Miss Mary Ellen 
Warters. EpGE: Bordered on the west and north by 
open fields with residential areas beyond, on the 
south by similar habitat and on the east by the back 
yatds of houses 35 yards to the east of the boundary 
ine. Weather: See Census #19. Coverage: Dec. 21; 
Jan. 1, 3, 10, 18, 24, 31; Feb. 8. Total: 8 trips, averag- 
ing 244 hours. Census: Common Crow, 29 (28); 
Slate-colored Junco, 15 (15); Cedar Waxwing, 10 
(10); Bob-white, 5 (5); Black-capped Chickadee, 5 
(5); Cardinal, 5 (5); House Sparrow, 4 (4); Blue 
Jay, 2 (2); Am. Goldfinch, 2 (2); Cooper's Hawk, 
+; Downy Woodpecker, +; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, +-; Red-breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, 
+; Townsend's Solitaire, +. Total species, 15. Addi- 
tional species seen flying over area: Starling 2. Aver- 
age Total: 77 (75). Remarks: This area often at- 
‘racts_ unusual winter visitors, particular northern 
finches, but has been noted to have wide fluctuations 
in the variety and quantity of birds from year to year 
and from day to day. This study revealed that many 
more birds were seen when the area was censused late 
in the afternoon than when it was covered during 
midday. On a partial tour of the spruces and cedars 
near dark (not included in the census) I flushed sev- 
eral hundred juncos, House Sparrows, Am. Gold- 
finches, Cedar Waxwings, Black-capped Chickadees 
and Cardinals. The birds apparently roosted on the 


area and fed in the nearby residential areas. Artificial 
feeding was being carried out at several houses to the 
east of the census tract and the practice is widespread 
in this section of the city. Although 10-30 Starlings 
were observed feeding to the east of the census area 
on each trip none was ever seen on the census area. 
The Bobwhite covey of 18 was flushed only twice; 
the birds are known to feed regularly at the houses 
to the east of the census tract. The Townsend's Soli- 
taire, an extreme rarity in Iowa was first discovered 
by Mrs. Margaret Brooks and Miss Mary Ellen War- 
ters on Dec. 18 and was observed at some time during 
the census period by most of the active members of the 
Des Moines Audubon Society, including several who 
are well acquainted with the bird on its breeding 
ground. The bird was in the area apparently during 
the entire study period feeding on cedar berries but it 
became increasingly shy and was seen by this observer 
on only two trips—RopertT E. G. Norton, M.D., 
101614 Pleasant St., Des Moines 14, Towa. 


21. OPEN PONDEROSA PINE FOREST.— 
Location: Section 5, TIN, R7E, about 14 mile west of 
the city limits of Rapid City, South Dakota. Size: 20 
acres. Description of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 
11:439 (1957). Weather: This past winter was 
much more severe than the previous one. Following 
several days of zero temperatures in early December 
there was a warm period later in the month. The tem- 
perature reached 54° on Jan. 1, but another cold 
wave produced a reading of —16° on the morning of 
Jan. 3. Another warming trend gave temperatures of 
60° on Jan. 6 and Jan. 11. A third period of subzero 
weather developed in early February. Light snow fell 
several times during the period, but there was never 
any deep snow. Coverage: Dec. 24, 28; Jan. 3, 8, 18, 
25. Total: 6 hours spent on the census. Census: 
Black-capped Chickadee, 2 (10); White-winged Junco, 
2 (10); Sharp-tailed Grouse, +; Hairy Woodpecker, 
+; Black-billed Magpie, +; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, 
+; Townsend's Solitaire, +. Average Total: 4 
birds (density, 20 per 100 acres). Remarks: No 
species was seen every trip, and on the last trip no 
birds were observed. On Jan. 8, two Sharp-tailed 
Grouse were flushed from the northwest corner of 
the study area, well away from the prairie. My obser- 
vations in other areas of pine forest in the Black Hills 
show that this habitat is used extensively by Sharp- 
tails in winter. The low density observed on the study 
area probably reflects a lower population of wintering 
birds throughout the Black Hills this winter. The 
extremely cold weather may have influenced the 
number of birds wintering in the region—N. R. 
WHITNEY, Rt. 1, Box 41, Rapid City, S. D. 


22. FLOODPLAIN DECIDUOUS FOREST.— 
Location: 3 miles south, 1 mile east of Crete, Saline 
County, Nebraska. Size: 11 acres. Description of 
Area: See Audubon Field Notes 9:305-306 (1955). 
Weather: During the early part of December and 
also in January there were periods of extreme cold. 
There was snow on the ground during most of Janu- 
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ary. During the census period, the temperature ranged 
from 0° to 50° F. Coverage: Dec. 27, 28; Jan. 10, 
11, 17, 24; Feb. 1, 7. Total: 8 trips, averaging 1 hour 
each. Census: Black-capped Chickadee, 7 (64); 
Brown Creeper, 2 (18); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1 
(9); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (9); Common Crow, 1 
(9); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (9); Cardinal, 1 
(9); Slate-colored Junco, 1 (9); Red-tailed Hawk, 
+; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
+; Am. Goldfinch, +; Tree Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: 15 birds (density, 136 per 100 acres). Re- 
marks: Early snows and extreme cold weather in late 
November and early December may be responsible 
for the low population this year. Also there has been 
some logging in the area during the late fall and early 
winter. The population this year is 60 per cent of 
that of last year—WILLIAM F. Rapp, Jr., 430 Ivy 
Avenue, Crete. Nebr. 


23. OPEN PONDEROSA PINE FOREST.— 
Location: Seventeen miles northeast of Colorado 
Springs and five miles north of Falcon, El Paso County, 
Colorado, on the Ayer Ranch, Sect. 12 and 13, T12S, 
R6SW (Colorado, Elbert Quadrangle Map, USGS). 
Size: 75 acres, roughly triangular. Description of 
Area: An open woodland of medium-age Ponderosa 
Pines. This pure stand of Ponderosa Pines is located 
within the Black Forest, an extension of the Rocky 
Mountain montane pine forest eastward from the 
Front Range into the Great Plains. The dominant tree 
is, of course, the pine (Pinus ponderosa), some of 
which have been cut down in past years, leaving 
stumps and slash. The ground cover in the pine forest 
is sparse, with only some occasional Kinnikinnik 
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) and montane grasses. There 
are scattered glassland clearings. In the creek-bottoms 
are willows (Salix sp.) and a few Quaking Aspens 
(Populus tremuloides) and Narrow-leaf Cottonwoods 
(Populus angustifolia). Variety of plant food for 
animals is at a minimum. TOPOGRAPHY: The area is 
mildly rolling and dissected by several ravines con- 
taining small streams, one of which has been dammed 
to create a small reservoir. During the census period 
this pond was frozen and the streams were either dry 
or generally frozen over. Elevation, 7300 feet. EpceE: 
This woodland is surrounded on all sides by similar 
open woodland. However, about 14 mile south of the 
plot, the montane pine forest gives way to high-plains 
grassland which surrounds the extensive Black Forest 
on all sides but the west. Weather: There are no 
weather stations near this area, so data from Colorado 
Springs have been used. Black Forest weather would 
be less moderate, with more snow. Daily mean tem- 
perature, 28.8°, which is normal; extremes 64° and 
—21°. Precipitation, in the form of snow, .43 inch (5.2 
inches of snow), which is about twice normal pre- 
cipitation for this time of year. There was light snow- 
cover on the ground about half of the census period. 
Coverage: Jan. 7, 9, 18, 25, 30; Feb. 3, 7, 9. Total: 
8 trips, averaging 1 hour each. Census: Pigmy Nut- 
hatch, 6 (8); Mountain Chickadee, 4 (5); Oregon 
Junco, 3 (4); Black-billed Magpie, 2 (3); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 1 (1); Steller’s Jay, 1 (1); White- 
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breasted Nuthatch, 1 (1); White-winged Junco, 1 
(1); Bald Eagle, +; Great Horned Owl, +: Red. 
shafted Flicker, +; Brown Creeper, +; Slate-colored 
Junco, +; Gray-headed Junco, +. Average Total: 
19 birds (density, 25 per 100 acres). Remarks: The 
Black Forest, of which this plot is a representative 
portion, is interesting from the ecological standpoint. 
This extensive forest is an almost pure stand of 
Ponderosa Pines which projects as an elevated penin. 
sula from the mountains eastward into the Great 
Plains, separating the drainage of the South Platte 
River from that of the Arkansas River. From the 
vegetational standpoint, the Black Forest has montane 
affinities. This also appears true of the fauna. The 
most common birds of this census are those most 
characteristic of the Ponderosa Pine community. Those 
lacking, like the Red Crossbill, Pine Siskin, Townsend's 
Solitaire, and Clark’s Nutcracker, have been seen 
elsewhere in the Black Forest. This season all species, 
and especially the juncos, seemed less abundant than 
in the past, perhaps because of more inclement 
weather.—RICHARD G. BEIDLEMAN, Zoology Depart- 
ment, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


24. PINON PINE-ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
JUNIPER FOREST.—Location: 0.5 mile from the 
beginning of the Rampart Range Road, Garden of 
the Gods, Colorado Springs, Colorado. Size: 22.5 
acres. Description of Area: See Audubon Field Notes 
11:305 (1957). Weather: Precipitation for January, 
0.43 inch (normal 0.22); 5.2 inches of snow fell; 
average January temperature, 28.8° (normal 28.8°); 
temperature range, —21° to 64°. (All figures are from 
the Weather Bureau station at Peterson Field, 10 
miles east of the count area. Owing to the location 
of the study area in the foothills, precipitation was 
probably a little greateer than the above figures in- 
dicate.) Coverage: Dec. 21; Jan. 10, 22, 24, 29; 
Feb. 10. Total: 6 trips. Census: Bohemian Waxwing, 
8 (36); juncos, (spp.), 5 (22); (including Oregon 
Junco, 3 (13) ; White-winged Junco, 1 (4) ; and Gray- 
headed Junco, +); Mountain Chickadee, 4 (18); 
Common Bushtit, 4 (18); Scrub Jay, 3 (13); Robin, 
3 (13); Townsend’s Solitaire, 2 (9); Plain Titmouse, 
1 (4); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 (4); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, 1 (4); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (4); 
Saw-whet Owl, +; Red-shafted Flicker, +; Black- 
billed Magpie, +. Average Total: 33 birds (density, 
147 per 100 acres). Remarks: Jan. 3 was the date of 
the -21° reading. Several days of below-zero weather 
occurred during that week and also in late January. 
The Robins, seen in one flock in December, failed to 
return after the cold weather in early January. The 
waxwings did not even stop in the area, but merely 
flew over. They were recorded only on the December 
field trip. This is probably a representative popula- 
tion of the bushtits, which range over a much larger 
area than the study plot during the winter, and were 
recorded in this census on one day only. Most species 
seemed scarcer this year than last, particularly the 
juncos; possibly this was a result of the unusually 
cold weatheer—Hucu E. KiNcery, and Ricuard G. 
BEIDLEMAN, 1424 Wood, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
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25. BRUSHY DRAW IN ARID COUNTRY.— 
Location: A section of Midland Draw on the Golla- 
day farm, nine miles southeast of Midland, Midland 
County, Texas. The east end of the census area is 
0.6 mile west of the oil well Amarillo, Golladay No. 
B2, which is 1980 feet from N line and 660 feet 
from W line of T. J. Murphey survey. Size: 1, 
mile long. Density is figured on a per mile basis. 
Description of Area: The draw is about 40 feet 
deep, and the sides have a maximum 20 degree slope. 
It is almost flat at the bottom, the flat part varying 
in width from 30 to 90 yards. The census area in- 
cludes the flat area and 10 feet of slope on each side. 
Mesquite (Prosopis juliflora) 55%, Hackberry (Cel- 
tis laevigata) 35%, Soapberry (Sapindus Saponaria) 
9%, Christmas Cholla (Opuntia leptocaulis) 2%. 
The Mesquites are shrubs 6 to 10 feet high, the 
Hackberries are 15 to 30 feet tall and range from 
6 inches to 3 feet DBH, the Soapberries are 15 feet 
tall and 3 inches DBH, the Christmas Chollas are 
shrubby cactus two to three feet high. These are dis- 
tributed in the draw as follows: Mesquite and Christ- 
mas Cholla in dense thickets on the slopes and exten- 
sive thickets on the bottom; Hackberries in one small 
grove and scattered singly throughout the draw; 
Soapberries in one small grove. Eight to 20 feet of 
the center of the draw is open and grassy. Abundant 
grasses and forbs grow under the trees and shrubs. 
Caliche for road building has been dug from one 
side of the draw, leaving a pit 40 X 100 and 30 
feet deep. Scientific names from Benson and Darrow, 
‘Manual of Southwestern Desert Trees and Shrubs” 
and McDougall and Sperry, ‘Plants of Big Bend 
National Park.’ Elevation: 2630. EpGe: The draw 
itself is edge habitat. Short grass plains with Mes- 
quite thickets lie on both sides of the draw. Weather: 
Temperature ranged from 15° to 70° during the 
census period. The only precipitation was two days of 
freezing mist, which left a half-inch coating of ice 
over vegetation and ground. Coverage: Jan. 14, 15, 
26, 28, 29, Feb. 5. Total man-hours: 12. Census: 
Lark Bunting, 52 (104 per mile); Mourning Dove, 
35 (70); White-crowned Sparrow, 9 (18); Pyrrhu- 
loxia, 7 (14); Mockingbird, 4 (8); Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker, 2 (4); Cactus Wren, 2 (4); Curve- 
billed Thrasher, 2 (4); House Sparrow, 2 (4); 
House Finch, 2 (4); Great Horned Owl, 1 (2); 
Loggerhead Shrike, 1 (2); Green-tailed Towhee, 1 
(2); Red-tailed Hawk, +; Scaled Quail, +; White- 
necked Raven, +; Western Meadowlark, +; Rufous- 
sided Towhee, +; Field Sparrow, +. Average Total: 
120 (density, 240 per mile). Remarks: All species 
with a density of four or more per mile were seen 
on at least 5 trips. It is worthy of note that twelve 
of the species recorded are resident birds, all of 
which nest in this draw. A comparison of this census 
with the Mesquite Plains census reveals the impor- 
tance of draws as bird habitats in arid country. In 
addition to providing shelter from wind and cold, 
bird food is abundant in a draw. Hackberries are 
eaten by White-crowned Sparrow, Pyrrhuloxia, Mock- 
ingbird, Cactus Wren, and Curve-billed Thrasher. The 
fruit of the Christmas Cholla is eaten by all these 
except the White-crowned Sparrow. Grasses and 


forbs provide seeds for all Fringillidae and other 
ground-feeders—Ota DuBLiIN HAYNES, ANNE LE- 
SASSIER, FRANCES WILLIAMS (compiler), c/o City 
Carrier 102, Midland, Tex. 


26. MESQUITE PLAINS.—Location: Four miles 
east of Midland, Midland County, Texas, on Terry 
Elkin’s farm. The southwest corner of the census area 
is 0.2 mile east of the oil well designated Campbell 
and Fikes, Terry Elkin No. 1, the location of which 
is sec. 33, blk. 38, T 1 S, T&P survey, 1980 feet 
from S and W lines of section. Size: 33 acres. De- 
scription of Area: A sandy wasteland, with scattered 
growth of small, thorny shrubs, a few patches of 
bunch grass, the remaining area covered by Tumble- 
weeds (Salsola kali). Blow sand has piled up around 
the base of each shrub. This is typical habitat in 
sandy areas throughout the southern Staked Plains. 
The shrubs are two to four feet in height. Ninety- 
five per cent Mesquite (Prosopis juliflora), four per 
cent Blackthorn (Condalia spathulata), one per cent 
Mormon Tea (Ephedra aspera). The nearest water 
is at a farmhouse 34 mile distant. Scientific names 
from Benson and Darrow, “Manual of Southwestern 
Desert Trees and Shrubs’’ and McDougall and Sperry, 
“Plants of Big Bend National Park.” TopoGRaPHy: 
Slightly rolling. Elevation: 2970. EpGe: Area sur- . 
rounded on three sides by same habitat. A narrow dirt 
road lies along the fourth side, and the same habitat 
continues on the other side of the road. Weather: 
Temperature ranged from 15° to 70° during the 
census period. The only precipitation was two days of 
freezing mist, which left a half-inch coating of ice 
over vegetation and ground. Coverage: Jan. 15, 22, 
23, 24, 29; Feb. 8. Total man-hours: 12. Census: 
Savannah Sparrow, 25 (75); Lark Bunting, 20 (60) ; 
Western Meadowlark, 12 (36) ; Scaled Quail, 5 (15); 
Marsh Hawk, 1 (3); White-necked Raven, 1 (3); 
Red-tailed Hawk, +; Ferruginous Hawk, +; Mourn- 
ing Dove, +; Loggerhead Shrike, +-; Baird’s Sparrow, 
+; White-crowned Sparrow, +. Average Total: 
64 birds (density, 192 per 100 acres). Remarks: An 
average of eleven Jack-rabbits were seen each trip, 
and the piles of blow sand around the shrubs were 
riddled with rodent burrows. This explains the pres- 
ence of the hawks. The White-necked Ravens only 
flew over the area, but our experience in this habitat 
has shown that they frequently attempt (sometimes 
successfully) to share the rodent catch of hawks. Only 
Western Meadowlarks and Savannah Sparrows were 
seen on every trip. Savannah Sparrows decreased 
steadily from 75 on the first trip to one on the last 
trip. A covey of 30 Scaled Quail and a flock of 120 
Lark Buntings were seen in the census area only once, 
but were seen in adjoining areas each trip—ANNE 
LESASSIER, FRANCES WILLIAMS (compiler), c/o Cit) 
Carrier 102, Midland, Tex. 


27. HUMID COASTAL REDWOOD FOREST. 
—Location: 3 miles north of Park Headquarters, 
Big Basin Redwoods State Park, on the western slope 
of the Santa Cruz Mountains, Santa Cruz Co., 
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California. The census plot is located within the 
Redwood Grove Natural Area known as Hundred- 
Acre Woods. Size: 25 acres, paced. Description of 
Areas: Described in Audubon Field Notes 11:440 
(1957). Weather: Mostly calm and pleasant through- 
out January. One exception was a windy, rainy spell 
on Jan. 6, which did some damage to trees on the 
study plot. A spell of stormy weather began in early 
February. During the census period the tempera- 
ture ranged from 31° to about 64°. Coverage: Jan. 1, 
11, 14, 19, 27, 30; Feb. 3 and 13. Time per trip 
averaged about 2 hours. Census: Varied Thrush, 21 
(84); Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 20 (80); Oregon 
Junco, 9 (36); Pigmy Nuthatch, 8 (32); Pine 
Siskin, 7 (28); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 7 (28); 
Fox Sparrow, 7 (28); Townsend’s Warbler, 5 (20); 
Acorn Woodpecker, 4 (16); Steller’s Jay, 4 (16); 
Winter Wren, 4 (16); Hutton’s Vireo, 4 (16); 
Brown Creeper, 3 (12); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 3 
(12); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Hermit Thrush, 
1 (3); Song Sparrow, 1 (3); Wood Duck, +; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, +; Band-tailed Pigeon, +; 
Pygmy Owl, +; Red-shafted Flicker, +; Robin, +. 
Average Total: 109 birds (density, 436 per 100 
acres). Remarks: The decided drop in numbers of 
wintering birds this year over last winter's study 
shows up because of the lack of flocking Pine Sis- 
kins and Oregon Juncos. Both of these species were 
present, but only in very small flocks of less than 
10 each time. I can only suggest that perhaps there 
was not the abundance of food present that attracted 
last year’s flocks of more than 100 birds occasionally. 
This was hard to determine, except by contrast with 
the apparent food situation of last winter. Weather 
conditions were much more calm and consistent, how- 
ever, and this showed in the fairly consistent presence 
of about the same numbers of each species on each 
census trip. The three large redwood trees that fell 
within the census area made a large splatter on the 
ground and a very large hole in the forest canopy, 
but the effect on the birds was not apparent. Three 
Wood Ducks were present on Jan. 30, the only 
occasion in two years in which I have found them 
anywhere near, although the species does winter 
sparsely along these coastal streams.—ELEANOR A. 
PuGH, Big Basin Redwoods State Park, Calif. 


28. LIVE OAK-CALIFORNIA LAUREL HILL- 
SIDE WOODLAND.—Location: Strawberry Can- 
yon, Berkeley, Alameda County, California. Size: 5 
acres. Description of Area: A relatively isolated 
grove, typical of many areas of the California Coast 
Range, on the steep, south-facing slope of Strawberry 
Canyon, above the North Canyon Road just west of 
the poultry laboratory of the University of California. 
The major portion of this L-shaped woodland, on the 
west, occupies a ravine in which runs an intermittent 
rivulet. The Coast Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia) and 
California Laurels (Umbellularia californica) form 


a canopy about twenty feet above a forest floo: 

what sparse in vegetation, except for brambles 
California Blackberry (Rhus vitifolius), a scatteri 
of Poison Oak (Rhus diversiloba), some ferns. a: 
few other shrubs and herbs. EDGE: Surrounding this 
grove, on the steep hillsides, are grasslands and 
brushland, the latter predominantly of Coyote Brush 
(Baccharis pilularis) and Sagebrush (Artemisia sp.) 
some of which invades the census area. There are 
planted pines on adjoining ridges, and across the 
canyon on the north-facing slope is an uniform habitat 
somewhat similar to but a little more moist and over. 
grown than the census area. Weather: The climate 
this winter was very mild, resulting in somewhat 
higher temperatures and much less rain than is normal 
for the season. During the census period there was no 
precipitation that amounted to anything more than a 
trace. All the trips were taken on clear, moderately 
hot days. Coverage: Jan. 25, 29, 30; Feb. 1, 2, 4, 
7. Total: 7 trips, averaging about one and one-half 
hours each. Census: Common Bushtit, 19 (380); 
Brown Towhee*, 4 (80); Fox Sparrow*, 3 (60); 
Scrub Jay, 2 (40); Chestnut-backed Chickadee*, 2 
(40); Plain Titmouse*, 2 (40); Wrentit*, 2 (40); 
Hermit Thrush, 2 (40); Ruby-crowned Kinglet*, 2 
(40) ; Rufous-sided Towhee*, 2 (40); Anna’s Hum- 
mingbird*, 1 (20); Steller’s Jay, 1 (20); Bewick’s 
Wren*, 1 (20); Varied Thrush, 1 (20); Oregon 
Junco, 1 (20); Song Sparrow*, 1 (20); Turkey 
Vulture, +; Cooper's Hawk, +; Red-tailed Hawk, 
+; Mourning Dove, +; Red-shafted Flicker, +; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, -+-; Downy Woodpecker, 
+; Winter Wren, +; White-crowned Sparrow, +. 
Average Total: 46 birds (density, 920 per 100 
acres). Remarks: This area is the same one that 
R. G. Beidleman censused in 1955, Audubon Field 
Notes 9:311 (1955). There was much movement of 
hawks and jays. House Finches, Pine Siskins and_ 
Robins are not included as they were seen only’ in 
flight over the census area. There were several spe- 
cies whose individuals were restricted to the area al- 
most entirely and rarely left the woodland—or at least 
there was a stable number in the area at all times. 
These species are marked with an asterisk (*). Com- 
paring this census with Beidleman’s several things 
can be noted. Nine species recorded in this census 
were not recorded by him. Of the nine, the Anna’s 
Hummingbird and Bewick’s Wren were present with 
one resident individual; the others were seen in token 
numbers. The decrease in density from 1540 birds 
per 100 acres in 1955 to 920 might just be chance, 
although it should be noted that more time was spent 
in the area in this census, and also the dry season 
undoubtedly had its effect. As Beidleman stated, there 
is no justification for assuming that 100 acres of such 
habitat would contain some 20 times the population of 
the census area. The concentration probably can be 
accounted for by the overflow from the region of 
highly favorable habitat on the opposite slope—C. 
JOHN RALPH, 1043 Merced, Berkeley, Calif. 





Corrigendum—lIdentification of the Manx Shearwater on May 25, 1957 at Rockaway, N. Y. as reported in 
Audubon Field Notes 11:328, August 1957, is now not considered as positive. 
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